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“Another” Phase of Multiculturalization in Modern Japan
as seen from the Cross-Bordering Lifestyles of Japanese
Diversified Strategies beyond the Nation-State among Japanese in Taiwan
SR o
KANETO Sachiko

In Japan, there is a strong myth of a "homogeneous society". However the
increasing population of foreign residents is contradictory to this myth. Aside from
this, almost one million Japanese nationals are now living all over the world. Above
all, Japanese residents in Asia-Pacific areas has increased rapidly since the mid
1990s in comparison to North America, Europe and Oceania. The Japanese
community in East Asia has changed dramatically in recent years. For example, in
Taiwan, the proportion of Japanese nationals who cannot be categorized as
Japanese company residents and their families has increased significantly, which
suggests that the relation between Japanese and Taiwanese local society has
entered a new phase.

Nonetheless, there have been few studies on modern Japanese migration from
within the previous framework of migration studies and related study fields.
Recognizing recent development in migration studies, I have conducted research on
Japanese communities in Taiwan. My research methods have included analysis of
interview with Japanese residents, participant observation in several types of
Japanese community associations in Taiwan, analysis of statistical data on
Japanese migration by the Japanese and Taiwanese government and Taiwanese
government policies on foreign residents. This article shows that Japanese migrants
have diversified the strategies with which they go beyond national borders or

"between" nations and through which they immerse themselves in local society.
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Based on these cases, I attempt to explore "another" phase of multiculturalization

in modern Japanese society.
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