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Symposium Professor Hiroko Fujimori, Japanese Language Center for International Students, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
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This symposium provided an opportunity to think about research on ‘Japanese Studies’ from a range of diverse perspectives, such as sociolinguistics - the possibility
of application to language education, report on teaching practice reflecting the Internet society, intercultural and interlingual contact, and corpus linguistics. Each
presentation showed how ‘Japanese Studies’ have transcended national boundaries and specialties and are developing, and one of the ways in which education, i.e.,
understanding Japan through the discovery of individual culture through one’s own participation, and culture can be integrated. (' Hiroko Fujimori)
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The Division is currently conducting a three-year project, entitled ‘Japanese Language Education Research based on Learners’ Mother Tongues (English,
Chinese, French, Arabic, and Thai) and Regional Differences— Joint Research with Domestic and Overseas Japanese Education Research Organizations and
will be holding a workshop ‘Japanese Language Education for Thai Native Speakers’ this year. In addition, a presentation on research on Japanese language
education for native speakers of five languages, such as English and Chinese misuse corpus, analysis of misuse by French native speakers, analysis based on
role play data of Arabic native speakers, etc., and surveys conducted under the ‘Survey on Status of Japanese Language Education in Domestic and Overseas
Institutes of Higher Education’ are also scheduled to be completed with major exchange universities in this academic year. (Ryuko Taniguchi)
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The Contrastive Japanese Division has planned the following four directions: 1) Creating a document information database on contrastive research between Japanese
and other languages. In this year, especially, based on the database, we are going to complete it for making it easier for research, reference and addition. 2) Research

and data collection on bilingual dictionaries for Japanese and other languages. 3) Organize seminars on contrastive research between Japanese and other languages. 4)
Research on Japanese language study overseas. We will visit Mexico, German and China in this year for interviews and discussions among scholars there. (Emiko Hayatsu)
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We have been holding lectures where even beginners can understand the latest research achievements in sociolinguistics, and publishing booklets. This year
we will organize two lectures. On the project of sociolinguistic literature database, we have completed the basic construction and design, the production of a
demonstration version, and are preparing ways to make it more practically applicable. Surveys and research on the Amami Islands will continue and we will
further develop the surveys, and produce teaching materials and video recordings of the regional language of Amami, ‘Shimaguchi.’ (Tatsuro Maeda)
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2012 Joint Divisional Plans are as follows:1) Production and distribution of videos on “Mini-lectures on Studying Japan by Japanese.” 2) Support for surveys
and research as “Binding Japanese-Japanese Society, Nikkei Community, Lifestyle language of “Japanese Language People,” a Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research (B). 3) Organizing workshops and symposium for Construction of Total regime for Japan studies based on Japanese Language. Especially, we plans to
organize a international workshop of “Transference and Literature of Modern Asians” in this year. 4) Making full use of the above to promote joint activities and
to design the outline and network of “International Japanese Studies.” (Tsutomu Tomotsune)
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(Special article) ICJS will be holding open seminars from this summer. In relation to this, in order to have a common understanding on the situation

surrounding international Japanese research, this issue will have a special report by Ms. Toshie Marra, the Japanese Studies Librarian from the UCLA East
Asian Library, on the state of university libraries in North America.

University libraries in North America are reaching a turning point. With institutions facing pressing budgets and a lack of human resources, it is vital to adopt
an approach to jointly support Japanese research through the firm establishments of cooperative structures not only among libraries in North America, but
also among libraries around the world. For example, agreements between libraries could be established in the areas of collection development and resource
sharing for certain types of resources. If each library commits in developing distinctive collections, avoiding duplicate efforts as much as possible and providing
efficient services, I believe we could contribute more to Japanese studies. (Toshie Marra)





