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The Occurrence and Grammatical Characteristics of Suspended Clauses
Using Conjunctive Particles in Japanese

JiYuan ZHANG (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

[keywords] Suspended Clauses, Conjunctive Particles, Predicate,

Degree of Subordination, noda

This paper aims to reveal the occurrence and grammatical characteristics of suspended
clauses using conjunctive particles in Japanese and to clarify their general representation. The
suspended clauses considered in this paper are those expression such as “itsu, fukki dekiru ka wa
wakaranai node. (I don’t know when I can go back to work, so...)”.

This paper is comprised of two research questions. The first is to reveal the occurrence of
31 conjunctive particles used in suspended clauses lacking main clauses. The second is to focus on
predicates immediately preceding conjunctive particles and to examine their grammatical and formal
characteristics. Furthermore, it is clarified whether there any differences to subordinate clauses in
standard complex sentences.

Analysis reveals that not all conjunctive particles can be used in suspended clauses. In
addition, there are significant differences among those conjunctive particles which can be used in
suspended clauses. This is likely caused by the different degree of subordination of various conjunctive
particles when used in complex sentences. In addition, in order to examine the grammatical and formal
characteristics of suspended clauses using conjunctive particles, this paper focused on predicates in
suspended clauses to see what kind of constituents can appear in the predicate. In fact, there is almost
no difference between suspended clauses and the subordinate clauses of standard complex sentences.
However, suspended clauses display characteristic co-occurrence with noda. There are no cases of
the co-occurrence with the so-called “scope noda” which only has a nominalizing function. All co-
occurrences appeared with the so-called “mood noda” which expresses modality. This result appears

to support previous studies stating parallels between suspended clauses and independent sentences.
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Kanshi of the Cherry blossom around the end of
the 9th century

Qing LIANG (Amoy University/Hakuho Foundation Janpanese Research Fellow)
[Keywords] Waka, Japansese Kanshi, Chinese Kanshi,cherry blossom

Since ancient times, cherry blossoms as a symbol of spring have been inseparable from
Japanese life, and repeatedly used in various literary works. Take the Japanese Kanshi as an example,
the cherry blossoms appeared very early in such poetry as Kaihuso and Tyokusensansyu, but most of
it simply copied the poems about peach, plum and pear blossoms of the Six Dynasties (222-589) and
early Tang Dynasty (618-907), without highlighting the features of the cherry blossoms. It was not
until the end of the 9th Century that Shimada Tadaomi and Sugawara Michizane, representatives of
Japanese poets, started to realize the uniqueness of their local culture. Instead of imitating Chinese
poetry, they created cherry blossom poems with Japanese characteristics by combining Waka and

Japansese Kanshi.
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<Research Note>
Which “Verbl+Verb2” Type of Compound Noun

Can Form Suru-Verb? :
Determining Factor Being Whether It Has a Corresponding Verb or Not

Tomomi SUZUKI(Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

[Keywords] “Verbl+Verb2” Type of Compound Noun, Suru-verb, Corresponding
Compound Verb, Dictionary, BCCWJ, Japanese Language Lerners

The purpose of this paper is to examine which “Verbl+Verb2” type of compound nouns
can be used as suru-verbs from the viewpoint of whether or not they have corresponding compound
verbs. There are two types of “Verbl+Verb2” compound nouns in the modern Japanese language.
Type A has a corresponding verb, such as “tachi-age” (“tachi-ageru”), “omoi-komi” (“omoi-komu”),
“tori-maki” (“tori-maku”). Type B includes “tachi-yomi”, “iki-k1”, “‘kui-nige”, “yose-gaki”, which do
not have corresponding verbs such as “*tachi-yomu”, “*iki-kuru”, “*kui-nigeru”, or “*yose-kaku”.

In this paper, in addition to dictionaries, the BCCWJ (Balanced Corpus of Contemporary
Written Japanese) was used to examine the possibility of forming suru-verbs. As a result, 98 out of
around 980 type A compound nouns which have corresponding verbs can be used as suru-verbs, such
as “tori-keshi suru/tori-kesu”, “tsukai-wake suru/tsukai-wakeru”. In contrast, 99 out of 161 type B
compound nouns which have no such corresponding verbs are used as suru-verbs, such as “tachi-yomi

LRI

suru”, “iki-ki suru”, “kui-nige suru”, and “yose-gaki suru”. The exceptions are for some that might

LRI

form a complement noun with the particle “wo”, such as “kashi-hagashi wo suru”, “mitate-chigai wo
suru”, some that have conventional expressions with “naru” or “aru”, such as “ii-nari ni naru”, “atari-
sawari ga aru”, and some that signify materials such as “sui-nomi”.

These results show that the corresponding verbs are generally used to express a verbal
conception for type A compound nouns, and suru-verbs are used for type B compound nouns
to express a concept of action. The differences of grammatical usage and meaning between the
corresponding verb and suru-verb in Type A, such as “tsukai-wakeru” and “tsukai-wake suru” still

need to be clarified with further study.
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<Research Note>
Learner Interactions in Two Different Discussion Tasks:
A Comparison between the “Pros and Cons Type” and
the “Problem-Solving Type” of Discussions

Kanako KUDO, Tomomi OTSU (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)
[Keywords] Discussion task, “pros and cons type”, “problem-solving type”,

interaction analysis, task achievement process

This study analyses the interactions of intermediate learners of Japanese in two different types
of discussions, namely, the “pros and cons type” and the “problem-solving type”. The discussions
were implemented after textbook-based activities in which the students learned about Japanese society
and its culture. The purpose of the discussions was to deepen the learners’ understanding of the themes
raised in the textbook. Through detailed scrutiny of the discourses during the discussions, it became
apparent that task variation influences the learners’ interactions, and that the factors effective to the
task achievement are different according to the task type, as explained below.

The discourse characteristics of the “pros and con type” of discussion that may lead to
effective learning outcomes are: 1) to discuss the pros and cons from multiple perspectives raised by
the learners themselves; and 2) to verbalize what the opponent thinks from his or her angle. On the
other hand, the discourse characteristics of an effective “problem-solving type” of discussion are: 1) to
collaboratively develop a solution by putting ideas or keywords sprung up in the interactions together;
and 2) to make the best of given information about the problem situations for more realistic and
persuasive solutions.

The results of this research will be beneficial for teachers to plan and conduct more effective

and productive discussions in Japanese language classes.
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