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A. Predicate (verb) comes at the end

(1) KEBIZERETDLI,S> TlEFEEEFL -

Taroo wa ekimae no resutoran de Hanako to shokuji o shita.
‘Taro had dinner with Hanako at the restaurant in front of
the station.’




A. Predicate (verb) comes at the end
B. Has postpositions (‘particles’) rather than prepositions.

(2) XEBIX BREIDL RS> TEFE BFZL=

Taroo WA ekimae no resutoran DE Hanako TO shokuji o shita.
‘Taro had dinner WITH Hanako AT the restaurant in front of
the station.’
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“®_Japanese as an SOV language *

A. Predicate (verb) comes at the end
B. Has postpositions (‘particles’) rather than prepositions.
C. Modifiers precede what 1s modified.

(3) [PLELALAZ FZA - ‘Iread [an interesting] book.’
[Omoshiroi] hon o yanda

(4) [REDEINL TS| EXE A~ ‘I read a book
[that a friend introduced to me].’

[Tomodachi ga shookai shite kureta] hon o yonda.



(0)

Predicate (verb) comes at the end

Has postpositions (‘particles’) rather than prepositions.
Modifiers precede what 1s modified.

Auxiliary verb follows the main verb.

SN EINEES LD D=
Kesa wa nakanaka oki-rare-na-katta.
‘I just couldn’t get up this morning.’

ELFDT—FFZENSESN/-EID/-
Boku wa sono keeki o tabe-sase-rare-taku-na-katta.
‘I did not want to be made to eat that cake.’
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Structure type I:

How many nouns does a verb
need?

Verbs can be put 1n classes according to how many nouns
they take.

Every verb has a hidden structure formed by the pattern
of nouns it takes, whether you see the nouns or not.

This pattern 1s called argument structure.




Structure type I:
Argument structure

One-place predicates: XAY FE S “Xruns” (n=1)
X ga hashiru

Two-place predicates: XA Y& B~N% “Xeats Y’ (n=2)
X ga 'Y o taberu

Three-place predicates:

XD Y& ZIZ BT S “X gives Y to Z” (n=3)

X gaY o Z n1 ageru



Structure type I:
Argument structure

In natural conversation, most clauses come with only one noun
(7)) tE=ED/|YICHHIZE-T, —EZEELH L. BRATT/\

— MEEDRSNE TV, RICIERSOT EICEES L.
Nof-BEZ& L1,

Shigoto no kaeri ni yuukan o katte, ichimen o miru to,
ekimae depaato toosan no kiji ga deteita. Uchi ni kaette
tsuma ni miseru to, komatta kao o shita.

‘On my way home from work I bought the evening paper
and when I looked on the front page there was an article
about the department store in front of the station going
bankrupt. When I went home and showed it to my wife, she

made an unhappy face.’ ,
But every hidden slot in the argument structure has to be fﬂlre%

in to make sense of the meaning.




Structure type I:
Argument structure

®
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...tsuma-ni miseru-to, ...

“...when (I) showed (it) to my wife, ...’

... X-ga Y-ni Z-o miseru to ... =2
... X-ga tsuma-ni Z-o miseru to ... =>
...(watashi-ga) tsuma-ni (shinbun-o) miseru to ...



Structure type I:
Argument structure

Transitive/intransitive verbs:

n(Vin) = n(Vtr) - 1

n=1 (intransitive) n=2 (transitive) n=3
& < aku “open” & [T % akeru “open”
[E % naoru “be fixed” E 9 naosu “fix”
E A% agaru “rise”  _EI1F % ageru “raise”




Structure type I:
Argument structure

Some verbs have no partners

n=1 (intransitive) n=2 (transitive) n=3
7 < naku “cry” %)

% € aruku “walk”> @

0 B% % naguru “hit”

] B A% taberu “eat”

In such cases the causative SASE form and passive RARE
form step 1n to fill in the blank. /



Structure type I:
Argument structure

Some verbs have no partners

n=1 (intransitive) n=2 (transitive) n=3
AL < naku “cry” @ --> ALDHE Dnakaseru “make cry”
25 < aruku “walk” @ --> LB Harukaseru “walk”

@ -->B% 5 1L S nagurareru “be hit” f% & naguru “hit”
@ -->B N b 1L Htaberareru “be eaten” BN % taberu “eat”
SASE acts to INCREASE the number of noun slots, and

RARE acts to DECREASE the number of noun slots in
argument structure:

n(Vsase) =n(V) + 1 /
n(Vrare) =n(V) - 1



Structure type I1:

Argument structure
What happens when SASE and RARE are combined?

n((Vsase)rare) =n(Vsase) -1 =(n(V)+1)-1=n(V) + 0 =n(V)
(8) FHMAMEZEAND

Kodomo ga nattoo o taberu “The child eats nattoo”
> BERNFHRICHEZRNSES

Hahaoya ga kodomo ni nattoo o tabe-SASEru “The
mother makes the child eat nattoo”

-> FHA (BHRIC) MEZEASELND
Kodomo ga (hahaoya ni) nattoo o tabe-SASE-RAREru
“The child 1s made to eat nattoo (by the mother).” /




Structure type 2:
Information structure

Old information: information that both the speaker and hearer
know of or are able to deduce from previous context

New information: information that either the speaker or
hearer does not know of or 1s unable to deduce from
previous context

Patterns of interaction between these two types of information
1n text or discourse are referred to as information

structure.




Structure type 2:
Information structure

WA and GA and information structure (Kuno 1973):
A. Topic WA
HOBEWNEYIIKEEE TYI , “That white building is the library.”

Ano shiroi tatemono WA toshokan desu.
B. Contrastive WA

CDETICIEEREFT =K SAHY FIHAREEFT—DEHY FHA,

Kono machi ni wa honya WA takusan arimasu ga toshokan WA hitotsu mo
arimasen.“In this town there are many bookstores, but there isn’t one library.”

C. GA of neutral description
REDF Y VNADEARICHEELIHY FT,
Daigaku no kyanpasu no mannaka ni toshokan GA arimasu.
“ In the very middle of the college campus 1s a library .”

D. GA of exhaustive listing
HOBEVNEMHAKEEE TYI , “ That white building is the librar};”/

Ano shiroi tatemono GA toshokan desu.
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A basic pattern involving GA of neutral description and
topic WA:

9) BRHBECAIZTELLWSALBEEHSALNE LT,
HHABELVSAILOAANEHNY [THMFE LT,
Mukashi mukashi aru tokoro ni ojiisan to obaasan GA imashita.
Aru hi, ojiisan WA yama no hoo e shibakari ni dekakemashita.
‘Once upon a time there was AN old man and old woman. One
day, THE old man set off for the mountains to gather firewood.’

&



Structure type 2:
Information structure

How 1s exhaustive listing GA different from neutral description GA?
The key lies in looking at question patterns.
Exhaustive-listing GA:
(10) HOBEWVEYMHARKEZEE TY . “That white building is the library.”
Ano shiroi tatemono ga toshokan desu.
<> EDEYMMNREEZLEE TI H, “Which building is the library?”

Dono tatemono ga toshokan desu ka.

<> HEETHLIDIIEDEMTT D,
Toshokan de aru no wa dono tatemono desu ka.
“ Which building is it that 1s the library?.”
<> HELETHLIDIETHOBLEYMTY,
Toshokan de aru no wa ano shiroi tatemono desu.
“ It 1s the white building that is the library” /

With exhaustive listing GA, the noun marked by GA 1s new
information, but the rest of the sentence 1s old information.



Structure type 2:
Information structure

How 1s exhaustive listing GA different from neutral description GA?

The key lies 1n looking at question and answer patterns.

Neutral-description GA:

(11) KFDF v VNADEARICREELHY FT .
Daigaku no kyanpasu no mannaka ni toshokan ga arimasu.
“ In the very middle of the college campus 1s a library .”

FREDF v VIRNADEARIZHLDITHEETT .

Daigaku no kyanpasu no mannaka ni toshokan ga arimasu.
“What is in the very middle of the campus i1s the library.”

With neutral description GA, the noun marked by GA 1s new
information, but 1s not new relative to the rest of the /

sentence.



Structure type 2:
Information structure

How about contrastive WA--how is it different from topic WA?

Topic WA:
(12) RERBIEX=EAXET=, “Taroo is a student.”
Taroo wa gakusei da.

Contrastive WA:

(13) REBIF=FAET (F&E. EEFREFEL v
Taroo wa gakuse1 da (kedo Hanako wa gakusei ja nai).
“ Taroo 1s a student, but Hanako 1s not (a student).”

When a noun X 1s marked with contrastive WA, the implication 1s
that there 1s another specific noun Y and the property that X 1s said

to have 1s NOT true of Y. /



Structure type 2:
Information structure

What kind of context 1s contrastive WA used in?

(14) RERIFZFEZ [T E, FEFEFEL LI,
Taroo wa gakusei da [kedo Hanako wa gakusei ja nai].
“Taroo 1s a student, [but Hanako 1s not (a student)].”

--> assumes that both speakers know who both Taro and Hanako are
AND that the matter of “being a student” or “not being a student”
has already been mentioned.

--> With contrastive WA, BOTH the noun marked with WA AND the
information in the rest of the sentence are old information

(information mentioned before)--the entire sentence 1s old
information!



Structure type 2:
Information structure

Information structure and Kuno’s 4 uses of WA and GA

GA-marked noun Rest of the sentence
Neutral-description GA New New
Exhaustive-listing GA New Old

WA-marked noun Rest of the sentence
Topic WA Old New
Contrastive WA Old Old

Understanding WA and GA requires thinking not only in terms of the
noun itself that takes WA or GA, but 1ts informational
relationship to the rest of the sentence. /



Structure type 3:

Sentences are trees
(15) KRERIFTEFMLEHE L oE=Faal—kERERZHITT=,

Taroo wa Hanako kara moratta chokoreeto o Jiroo ni ageta.
‘Taro gave to Jiro the chocolate he got from Hanako.’

[(RERI[IF][fEF] [ Bl ool [FaalL— k] [ZE]
[RERILIZ] (B 1F1=],

[Taroo] [wa] [Hanako] [kara] [moratta] [chokoreeto] [0]
[Jiroo] [n1] [ageta].

[(REBIE] [feFhn]ll[d o] [Faalb—+z]
[RERICI (@I 1=1,

[Taroo wa] [Hanako kara] [moratta] [chokoreeto o]
[Jiroo ni1] [ageta].

[KERIFI[TEFM ot oof=]1[Faal— rE][REBIC][HITT

[Taroo wa] [Hanako kara moratta] [chokoreeto o] [Jiroo ni] [ageta].
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Structure type 3:
Sentences are trees

Thinking about WA and GA 1n terms of trees:

(16) fEFIFEEZ L TWLWAEICREZH =,

Hanako wa shokuji o shiteiru aida ni uchi o deta.

Hanako left the house while (we) were eating.

(17) EFHABEZ LTV DMEICRZH =,
Hanako ga shokuji o shiteiru aida ni uchi o deta.
While Hanako was eating, (we) left the house.
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(was) CHEING, a1 =3 Hanako
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Structure type 3:
Sentences are trees

Adverbs and trees:

(18) COMKEICHATEL L >IETENHEES L
Mo 7=,
Kono aida tomodachi ni oshiete-moratta mise de tabeta ryoori
wa oishikatta.

“The food I ate at the restaurant that my friend told me about
the other day was delicious.”

&
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Structure type 3:
Sentences are trees

Thinking in terms of trees when the going gets tough:

(19) EXG > =FiHtH LFBEZEFOFEL-BHN, —DOD—
BMAICEREL., B LLIE—EDHEZERDREE L
TERRTLH=HICIE, R LLEIEKRDODERZ D H
SHEACEDEBOEITHADTIEAGEL, LY LE
—ﬁ%ﬁéﬁm Z DETE T%UM#T&% & i
EL. &tem Mﬂwﬁwa$uﬁ£lcm1®uﬁ
ﬁbUIEWMMﬁ€@$MH&b&D
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SUMMARY

=  Paying attention to the hidden slots that have to be filled with
EVERY verb and predicate and understanding how those slot
patterns change with different verb forms.

= Noticing the interaction between what 1s already known and what
1s new or unknown 1n Japanese discourse, and letting WA and GA
be your guide to that.

*  Thinking in terms of up and down, not just left to right, as
sentences become more complex.

&
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