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Discussion Strategy 1 — Justifying your Opinion

In discussions, it is important to support your opinion. Giving reasons to justify your opinion helps
other people take your ideas more seriously. It also shows that you have thought about your ideas
carefully. Whenever you share an idea, you should give supporting ideas, and if you can, an example.
You can use the following three-step method.

Useful Phrases
Idea Support Example
For me... Due to... Consider...
In my view... As... Look at...
From my perspective... The reason is that... Think about...
In my opinion... One reason is that... What if...

For example/instance...

Example Discussion: TIPS:

v Don't be afraid to build on
other people’s ideas. If

Do you think making friends is an someone gives their

important part of a part-time job? opinion and you agree, you

can add your own reasons
P or examples to show you

/ [ For me, itis good if you can make\ agree. On the other hand,

4 friends with your co-workers, but it

if you disagree with

Support

Example

L is not important.
[T The most important thing is to work

71 well together, as you all have the

L. same aim, to do your job well.

— Think about the business world.
Being friends with your colleagues
is irrelevant, what is important is /
whether you can work well as a /
team to achieve the company's |
goals.

someone you can use an
example to show why you
think they are wrong.

Having an example is a
good way to support your
argument, but it is not
always required. If you
have difficulty thinking of
an example, don’t worry!
Just try to give a reason to
support your idea.
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Q1. Do you agree that learning a foreign
language can lead to  ‘cultural invasion’ ?
Q2. Do you think it is too early to begin learning
a foreign language at elementary school?
Q3. Is it tfrue that studying a foreign language
can have a negative impact on a child’ s
education?
Q4. Are you concerned that a government may
want to control the school curriculum in order to

control the child’ s thinking or worldview?
Q5. -
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