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Part 9: Unification of Japan (= unification of the whole country)

by Oda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi

§ | Introduction of guns and Christianity

During the Warring States Period in Japan, Europe entered the
‘Exploro‘rion(j(ﬁ,;ﬁﬂ#ﬁ “Dai Kokai Jidai” )‘ for the purpose of trade and Christian

missionary work, and Europeans began to visit Japan in the mid-16th century.
I 543 saw the introduction of guns by the Portuguese who drifted ashore on

‘Tonegashima Island(&%%)‘ in southern Kyushu. Guns attracted the attention of

warring feudal lords and greatly changed the way of warfare. Christianity was also

introduced by ‘Frcncisco Xavier(7 2> X1 - *T“l:“lllz)‘ in 1549. Christian believers

were called Kirishitan, and some feudal lords became Christian believers and were

called “Kirishitan Daimyo” .

§ 2 Unification of Japan by Oda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi

In the latter half of the |1 6th century, some of the warring feudal lords from various

regions attempted to unify the nation. |[Oda Nobunogd(%‘éﬁﬂﬂﬁ'ﬁ)‘ of Owari (Aichi

Prefecture) defeated the powerful warlord Imagawa Yoshimoto in the Battle of
Okehazama, and moved to Kyoto to make Ashikaga Yoshiaki shogun. He then
destroyed the Muromachi Shogunate by confronting Ashikaga Yoshiaki and expelling
him from Kyoto. Nobunaga protected Christianity to counter hostile temple and

shrine forces, and to strengthen his economic power, he abolished barrier posts in

castle towns and promoted [raku-ichi and raku-za(E ZE)|, allowing merchants to

pass through and operate freely. Nobunaga, who paid attention to guns from early
on, destroyed the Takeda clan with the power of his powerful guns and was on the

verge of unifying the country, but was defeated by his vassal, Akechi Mitsuhide (

Honnoji Incident(A&ZFNZ” Honnoji no Hen” ))).

Nobunaga's Unification was taken over by his vassal, [Toyotomi Hideyoshi(& E%"E)‘.

Hideyoshi built Osaka Castle, and in 1590 he subjugated all the feudal lords in

Japan and achieved |unification of the country(XT#— “Tenka Toitsu” )‘.

Hideyoshi surveyed the area and yield of land throughout the country using a unified
standard, and registered them with the names of cultivators in the kenchi (land
survey) book. This is colled‘ "Taiko—Kenchi(i(Féﬁ’Fﬁi&)"‘. He also conducted
‘hunﬁng(ﬁﬁ “Katanagari” )

, in which weapons were taken away from farmers and




others because they were thought to be a cause of revolts. The Taiko-kenchi and
sword hunting promoted the separation of farmers and soldiers, and established a
status system in which status and occupation were fixed.

Hideyoshi initially allowed the spread of Christianity, but in 1587, he ordered the
expulsion of Christian missionaries from Japan and banned their spread, believing
that their teachings would hinder the unification of the country. Hideyoshi also
began planning to conquer Ming (China) around the time he had unified the nation.
To this end, he first asked Joseon to submit to him and lead him to Ming Dynasty
China, but Joseon refused, and he went to war against Joseon twice (during
Bunroku no Eki(j(%%@?&t)‘ and ‘The Keicho no Eki(%ﬁ@%‘z)‘). However, the Joseon

people's fierce resistance and reinforcements from the Ming led to bitter fighting,

and with Hideyoshi's death in 1598, the entire army withdrew from the country.
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