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Part 8: From the Onin War to the Warring States Period

§ | Onin War
After the death of Ashikaga Yoshimitsu, the third Shogun, who held a strong grip
on power, the local feudal lords began to increase their power, and the 6th Shogun,

Ashikaga Yoshinori, was assassinated by an influential feudal lord, leading to

‘revoh‘s(-—i’%” ikki” ) lin various regions. The struggle for power among the influential

guardian lords intensified.

Against this backdrop, Ashikaga Yoshimasa, the 8th shogun, failed in his attempts
to consolidate shogunate power, and social turmoil grew even greater as he lost
interest in politics. The succession dispute between his younger brother Yoshimitsu,
who was nominated as the next shogun, and his child (Yoshinao), who was born after

his nomination, resulted in a major conflict that split the Shogunate in two. This

conflict is referred to as [the Onin War(J&{=®» &L  “Onin no Ran” )‘.

§ 2 Warring States Period

The Onin War, which lasted for | | years and centered on Kyoto, left much of the
city burnt to the ground and the shogunate and its shoguns without power over the
whole country. Meanwhile, conflicts spread throughout the country, with those of
lower rank overthrowing their masters (such as the guardian lords) by force of arms

and taking direct control of the land and people themselves. When a person of lower

rank overcame a person of higher rank to gain power, it is called ‘gekokujo (TRl L)

t

and the period of about | 00 years during which the struggle for power continued is
known as ‘The Sengoku period (X E B, “Sengoku Jidai” )‘. The feudal lords who
ruled their territories by their own power during this period are called
‘Daimyo(ﬁﬁ@]ﬁ%)l.

While there are many examples of feudal lords who became feudal lords by

subjugation, such as Houjou Soun and Mori Motonaga, there are also examples of
guardian lords who became feudal lords as they were, such as the Imagawa and
Shimazu clans.

In order to stabilize control over their territories (fiefdom rule), warring feudal lords

strengthened their military power by increasing industry and adding local samurai

to their vassalage. They also formed ’cas‘rle towns(3X T B “Joka machi” )‘ by

gathering vassals and merchants to live around their castles. Some feudal lords

created laws called| "bunkoku-ho % E&" (laws of warring sTo‘res)‘ that applied to the

territory they ruled.
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