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The lineage of Emperor Gofukakusa, one of the two
imperial lineages that opposed each other in the mid
Kamakura period. This lineage was weakened by the new
Kenmu policy, but after the failure of the new policy,
Emperor Komyo was installed by Ashikaga Takauji and
became the Northern Dynasty. 1392 saw the unification of
the Northern and Southern Dynasties under Emperor Go-

Komatsu of this lineage.
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The lineage of Emperor Komeyama was one of the two
imperial lineages that opposed each other in the middle of
the Kamakura period. Emperor Go-Daigo emerged from
this lineage and established the new Kenmu government.
And after this new government failed, he established the
Southern Dynasty.

In 1392, Emperor Go-Kameyama abdicated to Emperor
Go-Komatsu of the Northern Dynasty, and the Northern

and Southern Dynasties were unified.
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The samurai government established in Kyoto by Ashikaga
Takauji. Although it inherited most of the office system of
the Kamakura Shogunate, it had a strong character of a
coalition government of powerful guardian lords centering
on the three jurisdictions and four offices.

The shogunate reached its peak during the reign of
Ashikaga Yoshimitsu, the third shogun, who unified the
northern and southern dynasties.

Thereafter, the shogunate continued to weaken, and after
the Onin War, it lost real power, and in 1573, the | 5th
shogun, Ashikaga Yoshiaki, was ousted by Oda Nobunaga
and fell into ruin.

"Muromachi" is the name of a place in Kyoto where the

third shogun Yoshimitsu had his mansion.
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As a political period, it refers to the 57 years from 1336,
when Ashikaga Takauji established Emperor Komyo and
Emperor Godaigo moved to Yoshino, to the unification of
the Northern and Southern Dynasties in | 392.
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From the Nanbokucho period to the Muromachi period
(1336-1573), the guardians(Shugo : military governors)
strengthened their control over their provinces of
appointment and became feudal lords. Unlike the
guardians in Kamakura period, they became feudal lords
by bringing samurai under their control and strengthening
manorial rule, thereby turning their provinces into

fiefdoms.
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The post of the Muromachi Shogunate, which assists the
shogun and oversees the administration of government
affairs. The three clans, the Shiba of the Ashikaga clan,
the Hosokawa, and the Hatakeyama, took turns to assume
the post, and these three clans are called the "San-

Kanrei".
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The chief of the samurai office, which was the governing
body of the samurai in the Muromachi Shogunate, was
called "Shoshi". The four clans that were appointed to the
post, the Yamana, Akamatsu, Isshiki, and Kyogoku clans,
were called "shishiki". The post was the second most
important after the Kanrei, but it was abolished after the
Onin War.
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