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Part 7: Conflict between the Northern and Southern Courts and the Muromachi
Shogunate

§ | Establishment of the Muromachi Shogunate
In 1336, Ashikaga Takauji drove Emperor Godaigo out of Kyoto and installed

Emperor Komyo. (Emperor Komyé is called the |Jimyo-in line($FEAREHE” Jimyo-in16” )

H

) 1In 1338,

while Emperor Godaigo is called the ‘Doiquuji line(KREF#E” Daikakuji 16”

Ashikaga Takauji was appointed as "rhe Seii Taishogun (1E & K% & General

‘conquering bcrborions)‘ and established the Shogunate to reestablish samurai

government. The shogunate established by Ashikaga Takauji is called the

‘Muromochi shogunate(ZE %K “Muromachi Bakufu” ) ‘

§ 2 Upheavals in the Northern and Southern Dynasties
Emperor Godaigo, who was forced to flee Kyoto, fled to Yoshino in the southern part
of Yamato (Nara Prefecture) and claimed the legitimacy of the imperial throne. This

led to the establishment of two imperial courts, one in Kyoto and the other in

Yoshino. The court in Kyoto was called [the Northern Court(3t# “Hokucho” )‘ and

the court in Yoshino was called ‘The Southern Court(#@&1 “Nancho”)|, and the conflict

between the two courts continued for about 60 years ("rhe period of the Nor’rhern‘

‘and Southern Dynasties @ibﬁﬁﬂ#ﬁ‘). The shogunate assigned local samurai

organizations to each province, and these organizations were called ['Shugo 7"

(guardians). As the shogunate strengthened the authority of the guardians for the

purpose of organizing warriors from different regions, the guardians expanded their

power by making warriors in their territories their vassals. Such guardians were

called "'Shugo—Daimyo " (5F#& K% guardian feudal lords) ‘

§ 3 Ruling System of the Muromachi Shogunate

Since the Muromachi Shogunate was based on the rule of the feudal lords, the
guardian feudal lords played an important role in the organization of the Shogunate.

The three Hosokawa, Shiba, and Hatakeyama clans were chosen as| Kanrei(‘&£48)),

who assisted the Shogun and coordinated relations with the guardian lords

(
the Yamana, Akamatsu, Isshiki, and Kyogoku clans ( “Shishiki” m@E). All of them

“Sankanrei” E%%‘E‘). The chiefs of the samurai residences were chosen from among




were influential guardian lords.
Ashikaga Yoshimitsu, the third shogun, united the Northern and Southern Dynasties

in 1392, and completed the Shogunate's nationwide rule by subduing the power of

the powerful local guardian lords.
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