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Part 6: The Fall of the Kamakura Shogunate and the New Kenmu Government

§ | Promulgation of the Tokugawa Decree

The Kamakura shogunate prevented the Mongol invasion on two occasions, but
failed to provide sufficient rewards for the successes of the Gokenin. In addition,
the shogunate's politics had become more autocratic than before, and the demands
of the Gokenin were no longer fully heeded.

In addition, the samurai's fiefs were divided equally among brothers and sisters,
and as generations passed, the lands were increasingly subdivided, making life
difficult for the Gokenin. Therefore, in 1297, the shogunate issued a decree of
morality (24" Tokusei rei”) to return the lands of the Gokenin who had pawned
or sold their fiefs to the owners without compensation. However, the effect was only

temporary, and the dissatisfaction of the Gokenin grew.

§2 Downfall of the Kamakura Shogunate

Amid such growing dissatisfaction with the shogunate, Emperor Godaigo (14 E2Ei X
2 “Godaigo Tenno”) attempted to overthrow the shogunate and restore the
emperor-centered government. His plans to overthrow the shogunate failed several
times, but in the end, Ashikaga Takauji, Nitta Yoshisada, and other powerful

warriors sided with Emperor Godaigo, and the Kamakura shogunate fell in 1333.

§3 The New Kenmu Government

Emperor Godaigo tfried to set up a new political system to revive the emperor-
centered government($ I “Shinsei”). The new political system under Emperor
Godaigo is called the "New Kenmu Government(ZR D #E “Kenmu no Shinsei”)”.
The emperor's new government focused on the imperial family and aristocrats,
which led to dissatisfaction among the samurai who wanted to continue the samurai
rule. Against the backdrop of such dissatisfaction among the samurai, Ashikaga
Takauji (renamed from Takauji) rebelled against the new government in Kamakura
in 1335 with the aim of reviving the samurai government. Thus, Emperor Go-Daigo's

new Kenmu government was short-lived and ended in failure.



F6E WEFINGIEHAT SRR

BRI ORI PIRARAE TR B T E IR, HEURBERAE ST o % 3 58 A i i X A 4
TR E . FIRN, BTRIFSHAM AT L HE, AUEAZTE 0 U B R A E R
IE

BEAN, B A L SR AR AR, ARSI ORI Al 5y, SER RN B

EAE R 9k, BT 1297 EATA] ()], SRR L B A R
TRLIAEE TS . IR, X R BSBUR I RO, R N AR 7 28 ik

§2 PROHRF KT
TEIX N 28 Bk R TSR IR RS 4 F s SRR S F R BERT . 165 LUK S gt
(%53 BEORHREERF IR L, (B, 1935 R s FC AT ST O T
ot B R SRS, B ORETINGOA T 1333 R K.

$3 WIHE

EARRIR L 5 MO DA B AR O GE IR, ST S — /N OB T . 15 MR S B
R BT EOA 4 MR B TR BB R S SRR, X e T A Ak
DR EGHATIR LM RO, X OE R, BRMK (KK T 1335 478G
SR T R HCHTE K, BB R Giih. , JIR 5100 e E CZE f I ] ) D 2k

M%é@o




