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Part 5: Stewardship Politics and the Mongolian Invasion

§ | Politics of regency system

After the death of Minamoto no Yoritomo, the power of the shogun was restricted,
and the government was formed by a council of influential Gokenin. At the center
of this system were Minamoto no Yoritomo's wife, Masako, and her father, Hojo
Tokimasa. The Hojo monopolized the regent's position as the shogun's assistant,

and came to hold real power in the shogunate. This political system under the Hojo

clan is called the regency system(B#ECE  “Shikken Seiji” )‘.

Minamoto no Sanetomo was assassinated, thus ending three generations of
Minamoto shoguns. After that Emperor Go-Toba raised an army in 1221 (KA ®D

‘%L Jokyu Rebellion)‘ in an attempt to return political power to the Imperial Court.

However, he was defeated by a large army of the Shogunate, and his attempt to
raise an army ended in failure. After the Jokyu Rebellion, the Kamakura shogunate
extended its rule over the whole country, including the establishment of
Rokuhara governor(F3Ef#EE “Rokuhara Tandai” )| in Kyoto, and in 1232, the
“Goseibai Shikimoku (15 BX=\B)” was established as a law based on the customs

and morals of the samurai.

§ 2 Mongolian Invasion (Genko)

In the latter half of the |3th century, the Mongol emperor Fubirai changed his
country's name to m and sent numerous envoys to Japan in an attempt to
subjugate it. However, the regent Hojo Tokimune ignored the message, resulting in
the invasion of Japan by the Yuan. The two invasions of Japan by the Yuan are

called fthe Mongol invasions(Z & E%&” Moko Syurai” ) (7t “Genko” )‘.

In 1274, the Yuan invaded Iki and Tsushima with the Koryo forces under their

control and landed at Hakata Bay in northern Kyushu. The Gokenins fought hard

against the Yuan army's group tactics and weapons such as "(’)t;t 9 “tetsuhau”

’

).

A second invasion took place in 1281, but was repulsed by the stone fortifications

but after a fierce battle, they defeated the Yuan forces (’f(ﬂkd)?ﬁ” Bun'ei no eki”

built on Hokata Bay and the resistance of a large number of mobilized Gokenins (

#201%” Kouan-no-yaku” |). The picture scroll ["Mohko-shuurai Emaki (Picture]

is very famous for its depiction of the

‘Scroll of the Mongolian Invasion)"




struggle of the Gokenins during the two battles and their subsequent efforts to

seek and win a bounty.
Later, the Shogunate strengthened its control over western Japan by reinforcing
the security of Kyushu in anticipation of a third invasion, but the dissatisfaction of

the Gokenin over the bounty grew.
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