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Part 4: The Emergence of the Samurai Government

§ | Beginning of the Imperial Rule

Emperor Go-Sanjo, who ascended to the throne in the mid-1 | th century,
aimed to stabilize tax revenues by liquidating illegal manors in order to restore
emperor-centered government. The Fujiwara clan, which had based its
economy on manors, suffered a major blow. Emperor Shirakawa also took over

political power, handing over the throne to the young emperor and becoming

the supreme emperor (E27"Jo-ko” /B&”In”)|. Political power shifted from the

Fujiwara clan, which had monopolized the regent(Sessyo) and Kanpaku, to the

In. This is called [the In government (B Insei”) |.

During the period of the Insei regime, disputes over manors in various regions
led to the invasion of the Imperial Court by the priests and soldiers of the great
temples. The need to protect the emperor and to prevent the demands of the
priests led to the use of warrior clans such as the Minamoto and Taira clans,

which in turn led to the samurai's rise to power in central politics.
§2 The Taira administration
While the warriors were gaining power in central politics, internal conflicts

between the imperial family and the Fujiwara regent family led to

Rebellion (fR5TNEL “Hogen no Ran”)| of | 156. The Minamoto and Taira clans

were mobilized for this rebellion, and the internal conflicts of aristocratic

society were resolved through the military power of the samurai. In | 159,

Heiji Rebellion (&M &L “Heiji no Ran”)| took place over a bounty after the




Hogen Rebellion, and [Taira no Kiyomori (£i&8%), who had defeated the leader

of the Minamoto clan, came to power in central politics as the leader of the
warrior class.

Taira no Kiyomori became the first samurai to hold real political power as
Grand Minister of State, but he was gradually met with opposition from the
emperor and the nobility. After Kiyomori's death, the rebellion of the Minamoto
clan and warriors from various countries against the Taira clan's rule led to the

downfall of the Taira clan in | 1 85.

§3 The Kamakura Shogunate

Minamoto no Yoritomo (iBE#%E%A)

, the leader of the Minamoto clan who

destroyed the Taira clan, expanded his rule with Kamakura as his base, and in

I 192, he was appointed as ’the Seii Taishogun (fE& K1$ZE General conquering

, establishing the Kamakura shogunate(# 2 B /F “Kamakura

Bakufu”)|, the first full-fledged warrior government in Japan. The Kamakura

Shogunate established the “Samurai-dokoro” (§7f) Office, the “Monchujho” (F

i£PF)Office, and the “Mandokoro” (EBtFff) Office in the center of Kamakura, while

in the provinces, |a guardian(5Fi “Syugo”)| was appointed for each province

and ja headman(3288 “Jito”) was appointed for each manor and fief. The

samurai who were subordinates of the Shoguns of the Kamakura shogunate

were called [“Gokenin 1% A”. The Shogun protected the lands of the Gokenin

and gave them new fiefs, while the Gokenin pledged their loyalty to the Shogun,

thus establishing a relationship of |gratitude and devotion (1B X FE2 “Goon to

Hoko”)|.
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