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Prince Shotoku is the nephew of Emperor 

Suiko. He adopted the culture from the Sui 

Dynasty (China) and promoted the creation of 

a nation centered on the Emperor. 
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This system is designed to ensure that people 

with available abilities can hold positions, 

regardless of the family they were born into. 

There are 12 levels of positions. 
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Rules that indicate the mindset of government 

officials based on the teachings of Buddhism 

and Confucianism.   The first article, 

“Harmony is precious” is famous. 
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After Prince Shotoku's death, the Soga clan 

monopolized power. Therefore, Prince Naka no 

Oe and Nakatomi no Kamatari assassinated 

Soga Iruka (this incident was the Isshi no 

Hen). They also carried out a series of political 

reforms centered on the Emperor, such as the 



“public land” system. These reforms are called 

the Taika no Kaishin. 
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A civil war that occurred in 672. After Emperor 

Tenji's death, his younger brother Prince 

Oama and his son Prince Otomo fought to 

become the next emperor. Prince Oama won 

and ascended the throne. 
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A legal code enacted in the first year of 

Emperor Monmu's reign (701). It was modeled 

after the Ritsuryo code of Tang(China). The 

Ritsu that constitute criminal law are almost 

the same as those of the Tang, but the Ryo 

that constitute administrative law and civil law 

have been changed to suit Japan's 

circumstances. 

 


