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Part2 : From the Yamato Regime to the Establishment of the Ritsuryo State

§ | Yamato regime

In the second half of the 3rd century, a powerful state emerged centred on Yamato
(Nara Prefecture) in the Kinki region. This state extended its power to western Japan,
and by the 5th century it ruled from northern Kyushu to the central part of the country.
This political power is called The‘ Yamato regime (KFfnEtE/ AKfngiiE”"Yamato Seiken/‘

‘chm‘o Chotei” Yamato Imperial Court). ‘The Yamato regime was formed around a king

and a group of powerful powerful clans, who came to be known as 'great kings'.
Powerful kings and powerful clans in various regions were buried in large tombs made

of raised earth. Such tombs are called burial mounds, and from the 4th to 7th century,

burial mounds (Eiﬁ”Kofun”)‘ were built all over the country, and this period is known

as the Kofun period. To build large kofun tombs, it was necessary to use a large number

of people, indicating the emergence of rulers with great power during this period.
The Yamato regime also actively sought out continental cultures. Agricultural

technology, weaving techniques, Confucianism and Buddhism were introduced by
people from the continent and the Korean peninsula, who were known as 'migratory

people'.

§2 Establishment of the Ritsuryo State
Towards the end of the Kofun period, powerful unified states emerged in China. These

were the Sui and Tang Dynasties. In 593, the female emperor Suiko ascended to the

throne and her sonl Prince Shotoku (22#& KX ¥ /Bt F £ F"Shotoku Taishi. Umayado no Oji”l

‘Prince Umayado) ‘become regent. In order to establish a centralised political system

centred on the emperor, Prince Shotoku established the system of ‘The Twelve Crown‘

‘Ranks(;ﬁ{ﬁ-i-:FE”Kan’i Jyunikai”)l and ‘The Seventeen-Article ConsﬂTu‘rion(-’rt%@%l

% "Jyunanajyo no Kenpo”)‘. He also sent envoys to China to actively learn about

continental politics and culture.
After the death of Prince Shotoku, the Soga clan, a powerful clan, established a

dictatorial government, and in 645, Price Nakanooe, Naokatomi Kamatari and others

overthrew the Soga clan ‘(j(ﬂ:0)Eﬁ(%ﬁ”Taiko—no—koishin”, ZENE Isshi—IncidenT)‘ and

aimed to establish a centralised government by the emperor. Emperor Nakanooe then
acceded to the throne and became Emperor Tenchi.

the Jinshin Rebellion(E® N E."Jinshin no Ron”)| broke

After Emperor Tenchi's death,




out over his successor. The victorious Emperor Ooama acceded to the throne and

became Emperor Temmu. 70| saw the enactment of the Taiho Ritsuryo Code(j(’i??é\)‘.

The Ritsuryo State is an emperor-centred, centralised state that was modelled on

China and governed according to the Ritsuryo Laws.
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