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Part12: From the Opening of the Country to the Meiji Restoration

§ | Opening of Japan to the West
In 1853, a United States warship came to the port of Uraga in Kanagawa Prefecture.
Because the warship was black, it is known as the "arrival of the black ships.

Commodore Perry of the warship returned after handing a letter of state from the

President of the United States requesting the opening of ‘The country( I'i]‘

“kaikoku”)| and ‘commerce(iﬁﬁ:‘] “tsusho”) (i.e., trade B %)

following year to ask for a reply.

, and came back the

The Shogunate asked the Imperial Court and the various feudal lords for their
opinions, but they were strongly opposed to opening the country. However, under

pressure from Perry, the Shogunate opened the country in 1854 with

‘of Peace and Amity between the United States of America and the Empire oﬂ

pdpon(El**U%ﬁ%%’ﬂ “Nichibei Washin Joyaku”), ending more than 200 years of

isolation and allowing foreign ships to supply water and firewood at the two ports

of Shimoda and Hakodate (present-day Hakodate).

In 1858, [the U.S.-Japan Treaty of Amity and Commerce( B K &4Fi8 /& 549 “Nichibei‘

‘Shuko Tsusho Joyaku” )‘ was signed and trade began. This was an unequal treaty

that was unfavorable to Japan in that Japan had no "roriff autonomy (%t B £

‘*ﬁ ”Kanzeijishuken”)‘ and foreign countries had ‘consulor jurisdiction( 8 & # ¥/

‘*ﬁ”Ryojisaibonken”)‘. Similar treaties were concluded with the Netherlands, Russia,

England, and France.

§2 End of the Edo Shogunate and the Meiji Restoration

The start of foreign trade led to a shortage of raw silk and silver in Japan and a
sharp rise in prices. The "expulsion of foreigners" movement, which opposed the
opening of Japan to the outside world and sought to eliminate foreigners by force,

combined with the Emperor's idea of respect for the Emperor and the Imperial Court,

and the| "Revere the Emperor, Expel the Barbarians" movemem‘(%%ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬂ‘




“Sonnojoi Undo”)| flourished.

After the assassination of Ii Naosuke (jf¢EHPI5hDZ ”Sakuradamon-gai no Hen”

)»

who had suppressed the movement, the shogunate decided to pursue a policy of

"kobu gotai," or a union of the imperial court and the shogunate. However, the power

of the shogunate continued to wane, and the authority to conduct politics was

returned to the Imperial Court (i.e., [KE(#iE the Great Restoration of Governmem‘l).

Meanwhile, the Choshu and Satsuma clans, which had gained strength through clan
reforms, attempted to carry out the exclusion of foreigners under the emperor's
orders. However, after experiencing armed conflict with foreign nations, they
decided to abandon exclusionism and overthrow the shogunate (i.e.ff|%& To-baku)
in order to increase Japan's national power, with the goal of creating a modern state

centered on the emperor. Then, shortly after the Great Restoration of the

Shogunate, |a grand edict to restore the monarchy(EBIEHE N K54S “Osei fukko no

Daigorei”)| was issued and a new government was established.

Armed clashes broke out between the old shogunate faction that opposed such

moves, resulting in a civil war (= ‘Boshin War(/X/&¥%))), but the new government

side won. In 1868, the new government esTainshed‘ the Five Articles of Ocn‘h(f.'"lﬁl"

FNEX “Gokajo no Goseimon”)|, clarified a new political policy, and carried out

various modernization reforms. In the same year, the name of the former capital
was changed to Meiji and Edo was renamed Tokyo and became the capital of Japan.
The series of political and social reforms that marked the dawn of modernization

are referred to as the Meiji Restoration.
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