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Part|: Jomon and Yayoi Periods

§ | Jomon Period

About 10,000 years ago, the Japanese archipelago separated from the continent
and took the shape of islands, similar to that of today. At that time, earthenware
came into use in addition to stone tools. Stone tools are made by pounding stones,

while earthenware is made by shaping clay and hardening it by baking. Earthenware

from this period is called }Jomon earthenware (83X £ 25"Jomondoki”) because many

of them have a rope pattern($83X”Jomon”) on them. This period is called the Jomon
period.
Since earthenware made cooking possible, food became more diverse during the

Jomon period. Agriculture had not yet developed much, and people lived by hunting,

fishing and gathering. People lived in |pit dwellings(%ﬁi’(i’ﬂi)@.’-”Ta‘reanashiki-‘

jyukyo”) lon the coast or near water, where food was easily available. [Shell

‘mounds( B 3% "Kauizuka”)

, where animal bones and shells were discarded, were

created near settlements (villages). In addition to earthenware, dolls called
Higures(:l:{%”Dogu”)

abundance. From the appearance of the tombs, it is believed that no differences in

were made and used to ward off evil or to pray for food

wealth or status existed during the Jomon period.

§2 Yayoi Period
Around the 5th to 4th century B.C., people from the continent introduced rice

farming. Rice farming spread rapidly from Kitakyushu to eastern Japan. The

technology to make [metal objects (bronze and iron)(FH#[25"Seidohki”, #2% Tekki”)

was also introduced, and these were used as treasures for festivals, farming tools,
and weapons.

During the period when rice farming and metalware were introduced, red, thin, and

durable earthenware came to be produced. These are called [Yayoi earthenware (R

4 1+ 28"Yayoidoki”)

. The period from the 4th century B.C. to the 3rd century A.D.

when these Yayoi earthenware vessels were used is called the Yayoi period.
The social structure changed drastically with the start of rice farming. People
began to settle in villages around rice paddies. In each village, there emerged an

influential person who became the center of the community, and the gap between



the rich and the poor began to widen.

§3 Division of small villages
Large villages came to dominate other villages and grew into small nations. By the
I'st century B.C., there were about |00 small states ruled by kings and powerful

families. One of these small states(called "Nakoku") sent envoys to China and were

given |gold seal(?E‘EP”Kin—in”)l by the emperor. In the 3rd century, a queen named

Himiko ruled over The‘ Yamataikoku (R 5% & E ) ‘region through the power of

witchcraft. The Yamataikoku, with its 30 or so small states, sent envoys to China.
At that time, Japan did not yet have a written language, but Chinese history books

contain descriptions of Japan (called "Wa").
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