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Part 10: The Edo Shogunate's system of rule

- the bakuhan system and seclusion

§ | Establishment of the Edo Shogunate

Tokugawa Ieyasu(f&J/I|REE) succeeded Nobunaga and Hideyoshi in power. After
Hideyoshi's death, Ieyasu came to hold political power because his son Toyotomi
Hideyori was still a child. His conflict with Ishida Mitsunari, who opposed him,
resulted in a battle that divided the nation's feudal lords in two (Battle of
Sekigahara (B~ RN ¥\ “Sekigahara no Tatakai” ). After winning the battle,
Ieyasu was appointed Seii Taishogun (fE% KI$E General conquering barbarians) in
603 and opened the shogunate in Edo (Tokyo). The period of the Tokugawa
shoguns that followed, which lasted for approximately 260 years, is known as the

Edo periodCLF X “Edo jidai” ).

§ 2 Ruling system of the Edo shogunate

The shogun granted fiefdoms to the feudal lords (KX£” Daimyo”) in various regions
and authorised their rule. The vassals and fiefdoms ruled by Daimyo are called
domains (G&” Han”) . At the same time, the shogunate maintained its powerful
authority by directly controlling important ports, cities and mines as shogunate
fiefdoms (XK%B” tenryo” ). Such a system in which the Shogun (%K~ bakufu” ) and
Daimyo (3%” han” ) controlled the land and people throughout the country is called
the Bakuhan system (%5&4&&| “Bakuhan Taisei” ).

Daimyo can be divided into three categories : Ieyasu's descendants are called
Shinpan(#i3%), leyasu's vassals are called Fudai(z&fX) and all others are called
Tozama(4Mk). The Shogunate set up a system of mutual surveillance by devising
the location of the domains granted to each Daimyo, and was particularly wary of
the movements of the Tozama in order to prevent rebellion. The Shogunate's control
was further strengthened in 1615 with the establishment of the Samurai Laws(IERZE
#EE  “buke-shohatto” ), which laid down the rules to be observed by the feudal
lords, and in 1635 with the addition of a system of daimyo attendance at Edo for a
certain period of time(S#X MK “sankinkohtai” ).

Furthermore, the Shogunate also brought the Imperial Court under its control by



establishing the Laws of emperors and nobles (2 it AK#EEE “kinchu-narabini-
kuge-shohatto” )

A strict status system also existed during the Edo period. There were three main
categories of status: samurai, townspeople and peasants, and there were also
discriminatory classes who were subject to various forms of discrimination in their

daily lives, such as where they lived and how they dressed.

§ 3 Policy of seclusion

At first, the Shogunate promoted trade with foreign countries, such as the trade in
red-seal ships((REMIRE &~ shuinsen-booeki” ). However, believing that Christianity
posed a danger of disrupting the ruling order, including the status system, the
Shogunate issued a Christian ban(F ') X F#Z1E4) in 1613, and curtailed trade.
The outbreak of revolts(—#” ikki” ) led by Christians (the Shimabara and Amakusa
revolts(BJ&E - RE—#)) further strengthened the Christianity prohibition policy, and
the shogunate banned all foreigners except for the Dutch and Chinese from coming
to Japan. This was called "national seclusion($8E” sakoku” )” . Overseas trade was
conducted only on Dejima Island in Nagasaki and was monopolized by the Shogunate.
On the other hand, the Tsushima Clan continued to trade with Korea, the Satsuma
Clan with the Ryukyu Islands, and the Matsumae Clan with the Ainu people.

Together with Dejima, they are known as the "Four Doors(Z@>n )" .
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