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8. the beginning of the cold war

8.1. United Nations

In October 1945, the United Nations (UN) was created for the purpose of international peace, led by
the Allied Powers who won World War I1. Its headquarters is located in New York, USA. Within the
UN, the Security Council plays a central role in peace and security. The five permanent members are
the United States, the United Kingdom, France, the Soviet Union, and China. The UN also has an

army.

8.2. Beginning of the Cold War

After World War II, the conflict between the capitalist countries, led by the United States, and the
socialist countries, led by the Soviet Union, began. Both the U.S. and the Soviet Union created nuclear
weapons, and the severe confrontation continued, but they never actually went to war. This

confrontation is called the "Cold War.

8.2.1. Europe

In Europe, the Soviet Union came to dominate the eastern countries after the war. Therefore, the
U.S. provided economic support to the capitalist countries in the West. In 1949, the U.S. created the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and began providing military support to the Western camp.
On the other hand, the Soviet Union established the Warsaw Pact Organization in 1955 to strengthen
political and military ties with the East.
The Soviet Union occupied the eastern part of Germany, while the United States, Britain, and France
occupied the western part. So, in 1949, Germany became independent, divided into West and East.
Berlin, the capital until then, was in East Germany, which was divided into East Berlin and West Berlin.
East Berlin became the capital of East Germany. West Berlin became the territory of West Germany.
A high wall was built around West Berlin to prevent East Germans from entering West Berlin.
Germany was divided into East and West until the end of the Cold War, when the two countries were

able to unify in 1990.

8.2.2. Asia
The Cold War also affected Asia.

In China, the Communist Party and the Kuomintang stopped civil war during the Sino-Japanese
War, but after Japan's defeat, civil war began again. The Soviet Union supported the Communists and

the U.S. supported the Kuomintang. The Communists won the civil war and the People's Republic of



China (China) was established in 1949, becoming a socialist country. The KMT fled to Taiwan and
continued the Republic of China. Taiwan is a capitalist country in the Western camp with the support

of the United States.

On the Korean Peninsula, the Soviet Union occupied the area north of 38 degrees north latitude,
and the United States occupied the south. So, in 1948, the Republic of Korea (South Korea) became
independent in the south and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (North Korea) in the north.

In 1950, North Korea tried to unify the two Koreas and advanced troops into South Korea, starting
the Korean War. China supported North Korea by sending troops. United Nations forces, led by the
United States, supported South Korea. The two countries came to an armistice in 1953, but are still

divided into North and South Korea.

Vietnam remained a French colony after the war, and France did not recognize its independence.
However, Ho Chi Minh and his group, with support from the Soviet Union and China, fought against
the French and established an independent country in the northern part of Vietnam in 1945. In 1955,
the U.S. supported the creation of another country in the south of Vietnam. Thus, Vietnam was divided
into two countries, one in the south and the other in the north at 17 degrees north latitude.

In South Vietnam, there were people who opposed the U.S. government. These people, with the
support of China and the Soviet Union, formed the National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam.
Within South Vietnam, a war broke out between the Vietnamese government forces and the National
Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam. Thus began the Vietham War, which lasted from 1965 to
1973. The U.S. sent troops to North Vietnam to drop many bombs from the sky and to fight alongside
the Vietnamese government forces. The Soviet Union and China helped North Vietnam and also helped
the National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam.

In 1973, the U.S. troops left South Vietnam, ending the war, and in 1976, the country became a single
country called the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.



