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6-1. World War 11

6-1.1. Beginning of World War 11

In Germany, Hitler of the Nazi Party became Chancellor in 1933 and began his dictatorship. Germany
quit the League of Nations and strengthened its military power. Then, to expand its territory, it invaded
countries to the east of Germany. First, Austria, a country of the same ethnicity, was annexed to
Germany in 1938. Then it annexed parts of Czechoslovakia, which had a large German population, to
Germany. In 1939, Germany signed a treaty with the Soviet Union not to invade each other, and made
a secret promise to share Poland between the two countries.

In September 1939, Germany occupied Poland. Britain and France declared war on Germany because
they had signed a treaty that they would help Poland. Thus began World War II. The Soviet Union

followed, taking eastern Poland and other parts of the country for itself.

6-1.2. Europe as the war spread

Germany advanced its troops not only to the east of Europe, but also to countries in the west and
north in 1940. in mid-1940, it defeated and occupied France. And by the end of 1940, Germany had
occupied most of continental Europe. They also conducted heavy bombing raids on Great Britain.

Italy sided with the Germans. Germany and Italy then formed the Tripartite Pact with Japan in
September 1940. It was an alliance of fascist countries.

In June 1941, Germany started a war with the Soviet Union, violating the German-Soviet
Nonaggression Pact, which promised not to go to war. It is called the Russo-German War. So the U.S.
sent arms to help Britain and the Soviet Union.

Thus, in Europe, fascist countries and anti-fascist countries went to war.

6-1.3 The End of the War

In February 1943, Germany lost the war against Germany and the Soviet Union; in September 1943,
Italy surrendered to the Allies; in 1944, the Allies from both the East and West pursued Germany; and
in May 1945, Germany also surrendered to the Allies.

6-1.4. German Occupation Policy

After occupying most of continental Europe, Germany adopted harsh policies. They suppressed
people who resisted Germany and took away their artwork and various goods. In particular, they forced
Jews to work in concentration camps and killed them with poison gas. About 6 million Jews were

killed. Europeans resisted Germany in various places and in various ways. This is called the "resistance.
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6-2. The Asian-Pacific War

6-2.1. Japan's Advance to the South

The Sino-Japanese War began in July 1937 and continued throughout.

When Germany occupied most of Europe in 1940, Japan sent troops to Southeast Asia to begin its
invasion. This was because of the rich resources, such as oil and rubber for here. There were British,
French, and Dutch colonies in Southeast Asia. However, the European countries could no longer
adequately defend their Asian colonies because their national power had weakened after the war with
Germany.

Japan first sent troops to the French colony of Vietnam (French Indochina) in September 1940. Also,
in April 1941, Japan concluded the Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact with the Soviet Union. This treaty
stated that Japan and the Soviet Union would not go to war with each other. With this treaty, Japan
sent more and more troops to Southeast Asia because it no longer had to worry about the Soviet Union

going to attack Japan from the north.

6-2.2. Beginning of the Asian-Pacific War

Thus, Japan invaded China and other countries in Southeast Asia. The U.S., angered by this, decided
not to sell oil and iron to Japan. Since Japan could no longer import the resources it needed for the war
from the U.S., it decided to go to war with the U.S., Great Britain, the Netherlands, and other nations
in order to obtain resources from Southeast Asia. On December 8, 1941, Japan entered the Malay
Peninsula, a former British colony. It then attacked the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. This
was the beginning of the Asia-Pacific War.

Japan, like Germany, occupied a large area soon after the war began. It occupied from Southeast Asia
to the South Pacific, and conducted a harsh policy of occupation.

The United States entered World War II following the attack on Pearl Harbor. Germany and Italy
declared war on the United States in accordance with the Tripartite Pact.

Thus, World War 11, which began in Europe, spread to Asia and the Pacific. The Axis Powers of Japan,
Germany, and Italy fought against the Allies, including the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet

Union, and China.

6-2.3. Japanese Occupation Policy

The Japanese government explained that it was helping Asia out of colonial rule, but in fact, it was
not.
Japan forcibly took resources such as oil, rubber, and other foodstuffs needed for war from the places
it occupied. Japan also forced the people of the occupied territories and soldiers of the Allied countries

who had lost the war to work in factories and mines. Japan also forced them to receive post-Japanese
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education. In Korea and Taiwan, young people were recruited into the Japanese military. Many people

resisted Japan because of this. The Japanese military was very harsh to them, and many of them died.

6-2.4 The End of the Asia-Pacific War
Japan began to lose to American and British forces in June 1942; in 1944 the U.S. took the island

of Saipan and then conducted heavy air raids on Japan; in March 1945, U.S. forces landed on Okinawa
and occupied it in June; in December 1946, the U.S. Army landed on the island of Saipan, and in
December 1945, the U.S. Army landed on Okinawa and occupied it in June. The Allies issued the
Potsdam Declaration, telling Japan to stop the war, but Japan continued to fight. The U.S. dropped
atomic bombs on Hiroshima on August 6 and Nagasaki on August 9. The Soviet Union violated the
Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact and advanced its troops into Manchuria and other areas on August 8.

Japan finally decided to surrender, and on August 15, the Emperor made a radio broadcast to inform
the people.

Thus ended World War II and the Asian-Pacific War.

6-3. Sacrifices of World War II and the Asian-Pacific War

More people died in World War II than in World War 1. It is estimated that more than 50 million
people died worldwide. In addition, many civilians as well as military personnel died in air raids and
atomic bombings. Houses, factories, railroads, and many other things necessary for daily life and

production were destroyed or burnt down by air raids and atomic bombs, rendering them unusable.



