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4. World War I

4.1 Conflicts among European countries

<International Relations in Europe from the End of the 19th Century to the Beginning of the 20th Century

In Europe at the end of the 19th century, Germany was a strong country in politics, economy, and military affairs,
in other words, it became a great power.

This led to stronger cooperation and ties among the other powers, namely, Great Britain, France, and Russia.
In other words, the Tripartite Pact of Great Britain, Russia, and France was established. On the other hand,
Germany formed an alliance with Austria and Italy, which was a stronger link than the Tripartite Pact.

In Europe at the beginning of the 20th century, the Tripartite Pact and the Tripartite Pact were thus in conflict
with each other while increasing their military power.

In addition to conflicts among the powers, Europe also had ethnic conflicts. In the Balkans, various Christian
and Muslim peoples lived in separate regions. There were also many Slavic peoples. For a long time, however,
this area was ruled by the Turkic (Muslim) Ottoman Empire. As the power of the Ottoman Empire weakened,
independence movements of the Slavic peoples began to flourish. Conflicts also broke out in various places as

the powers tried to take advantage of this to extend their own power.
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4.2 World War 1

<Beginning of World War I>

In 1914, the Austrian crown prince and his wife visited Sarajevo, a region that was annexed by Austria at the time
(Bosnia and Herzegovina). This area was inhabited by many Slavic peoples. At that time, a young man from
Serbia, a neighboring country of Slavic descent, killed the couple. The Austrian government told the Serbian
government that it was going to war, and other countries joined the war. The war was divided into two allies:

Germany, Austria, and the Ottoman Empire, and Britain, France, and Russia. This is the beginning of World War



1. It lasted for four years starting in 1914.

<Characteristics of World War >

The way wars were fought in World War [ was significantly different from previous wars.

The military used a large number of weapons. We also used new weapons. For example, tanks, airplanes, poison
gas, submarines, etc. As a result, the number of people killed or injured in wars increased significantly. Countries
at war had to send large numbers of soldiers and war supplies to the battlefield. For this purpose, the government
used all of its people, economy, resources, and science and technology. Britain and France sent their colonists to

the battlefields as soldiers. This method of warfare was called total war.

<World War I and Japan/America>

Japan had formed an alliance with Great Britain in 1902, and as promised in that alliance, Japan declared war on
Germany in 1914. So Japan sent troops to occupy eastern China's Shandong Province, which Germany had
leased from China, and the South Sea Islands, which Germany owned. Furthermore, in 1915, Japan issued the
“"Twenty-One Demands" to China. The content is to strengthen Japan's rights over China more than before. China
has acknowledged most of this.

The United States tried not to interfere in Europe, but in 1917 it entered the war on the Allied side.






