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Public llI-3.1: Us in the World — Understanding the Rights of Foreign Nationals

Today's Theme: Rights of Foreign Nationals

In this lesson, we will explore the current situation and challenges regarding the human rights of
non-Japanese residents living in Japan.

Key Vocabulary:

« Foreign National / Non-Japanese Citizen (5} E£8MD A - Gaikokuseki no hito)
« Guaranteeing Human Rights (A¥E{RFE - Jinken hosho)
o Rightto Learn (35#£7F] - Manabu kenri)
« Suffrage / Right to Vote (B34 - Sanseiken)
o National Politics (BB - Kokusei)
o Local Autonomy / Local Politics (#tt5B3& - Chihé jichi)
« Permission for Permanent Residence (k¥ & - Eija shikaku)

1. Introduction: The Growing Foreign Population in Japan

As of 2022, the number of foreign nationals living in Japan exceeded 3.07 million, marking the
first time the population has surpassed the 3-million milestone. Despite their growing presence as
members of society, many issues remain regarding the guarantee of their human rights.
Protecting these rights is a critical challenge for contemporary Japanese society.

2. Guaranteeing the "Right to Learn"

According to a survey published in 2020, there are significant barriers to education for foreign
children:

e Out-of-school Children: More than 10,000 foreign children of school age were not
attending school.

e Lack of Language Support: Even among those attending school, approximately 10,000
students were not receiving necessary Japanese language support.

The Challenge: The central question is how Japan can fulfill its responsibility to protect the "Right
to Learn” for all children residing within its borders, regardless of their nationality.



3. Suffrage (The Right to Vote) for Foreign Residents
Suffrage is generally divided into two categories:

1. National level: Participation in country-wide elections (e.g., electing members of the Diet).
2. Local level: Participation in politics within the specific district where one lives (e.g., mayoral
or city council elections).

Global Trends and Comparisons:

« Some countries around the world grant local suffrage to foreign residents to encourage
community participation. /
« Example (South Korea): In South Korea, certain voting rights are 4’

:
N
S
granted to foreign nationals who hold Permanent Residence status. ‘{1\ ,:,f
/

4. Summary of Social Challenges
As Japan becomes more diverse, the following points are being debated:

e Should people who pay taxes and live in a community for a long time have a say in how

that community is run (Local Suffrage)?
e How can the gap in educational opportunities be closed to ensure every child has a future?

Reflection

« Given that the number of foreign residents is increasing, do you think the current
Japanese laws are sufficient to protect their rights?

« Why might it be important for a local community to allow long-term foreign residents to
participate in local elections?




