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Public IlI-2.2 Us in the World —Understanding Civil Liberties

Today's Theme

You will understand the Civil Liberties (Liberties) guaranteed by the Constitution of Japan.
Key Keywords: Examples of Human Rights

e Right to Equality: Rights of women, LGBTQ+ human rights, and rights of foreigners.
o Liberties (Civil Liberties):
o Freedom of the Mind: Freedom of thought and conscience, freedom of religion,

freedom of expression, and academic freedom.
o Physical Freedom.
o Economic Freedom.
e Social Rights:
o The right to maintain a minimum standard of living (Right to Life).

o The right to receive an education.

o The right to work (Three Labor Rights: right to organize, right to bargain collectively,
and right to act collectively).

o Right to Vote: Including the topic of suffrage for foreigners.

o Right to Claim: Right to access the courts, right to claim compensation from the
state, and right to criminal redress.

What are Civil Liberties (Liberties)?

Definition: It is the right that guarantees you can live freely. It guarantees the right to think freely,
move to any place you like, and publish your thoughts.

Before World War Il, free speech was not possible in Japan. If you criticized the government, you
would be arrested. The Constitution of Japan now guarantees individual freedom.

There are three main types of civil liberties: Freedom of the Mind, Physical Freedom, and
Economic Freedom.

1. Freedom of the Mind

The Constitution of Japan guarantees the right of people to think and express their thoughts freely.
Specifically:

e Freedom of Thought and Conscience: You may think whatever you wish (Article 19).
e Freedom of Religion: You may hold any faith or belief (Article 20).

« Freedom of Expression: You may communicate any thought in any way (Article 21).

« Academic Freedom: You may research any subject in any way (Article 23).

e Others: Freedom of assembly, association, speech, and the press are also guaranteed.



2. Physical Freedom
The Constitution of Japan guarantees the physical freedom of the people.

e No one can be forced to work against their will or be confined.
o Howeuver, if you break the law, this freedom may be taken away.

3. Economic Freedom

« Citizens may live wherever they choose and can freely choose their occupation (Article 22,
Paragraph 1).
« Citizens may own their own money and use it freely (Article 29).

Public Welfare

"Public welfare" refers to the happiness of the people as a whole. The human rights guaranteed
by the Constitution may be limited for the sake of public welfare.

Example: Graffiti on the street causes a nuisance to many people. Therefore, committing graffiti is
not protected under “freedom of expression."

Reflection: Write down what you thought was important regarding Civil Liberties.




