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Article 14. All of the people are equal under the law and there shall be no discrimination
in political, economic or social relations because of race, creed, sex, social status or
family origin.
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Public IlI- 2.1 Us in the World —Understanding the Right to Equality and Japan's
Challenges

Today's Theme
You will understand the Right to Equality and the specific challenges Japan faces regarding it.

Key Keywords: Examples of Human Rights

\- Right to Equality: Rights of women, LGBTQ+ human rights, and rights of foreigners. |
o Liberties (Civil Liberties):
o Freedom of the Mind: Freedom of thought and conscience, freedom of religion,
freedom of expression, and academic freedom.
o Physical Freedom.
o Economic Freedom.
e Social Rights:
o The right to maintain a minimum standard of living (Right to Life).
o The right to receive an education.
o The right to work (Three Labor Rights: right to organize, right to bargain collectively,
and right to act collectively).
o Right to Vote: Including the topic of suffrage for foreigners.

o Right to Claim: Right to access the courts, right to claim compensation from the
state, and right to criminal redress.

What is the Right to Equality?

Definition: It is the right to be guaranteed equal treatment. Regardless of gender, age,
occupation, or place of birth, the right to receive equal treatment is guaranteed.

Article 14 of the Constitution of Japan

"All of the people are equal under the law and there shall be no discrimination in political,
economic or social relations because of race, creed, sex, social status or family origin."

Japan’s Challenges Regarding the Right to Equality

1. The Gender Gap

There is a global ranking regarding gender equality called the "Gender Gap Index." It has been
published by the World Economic Forum since 2006.

e Rank: In the 2023 ranking, Japan ranked 125th, its lowest ever.



« Politics & Economy: The gender gap is particularly large in these fields. There are very
few women serving as members of parliament or cabinet ministers.
o Data (2023):
o House of Representatives: 10.0% women.
o House of Councillors: 26.0% women.
o Average Wage: Women's wages were only 67.04% of men's.
o Management: The percentage of women in management positions was 9.47%.

Improving gender-related disparities remains a major challenge for Japan.
2. LGBTQ+ Rights

LGBTQ+ refers to sexual minorities. The acronym stands for:

e Lesbhian
o Gay
e Bisexual

« Transgender (People whose gender identity does not match the sex assigned at birth).
e Queer or Questioning.

It is said that approximately 1 in 10 people are LGBTQ+. There are many things to consider as we
strive toward a society where everyone can live as their true selves.

Reflection

-Write your opinion regarding the Right to Equality guaranteed by the Constitution of Japan and
the challenges Japan faces.




