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Article 9.
Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and order, the Japanese

people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or use of
force as means of settling international disputes.

In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, as
well as other war potential, will never be maintained.The right of belligerency of the

state will not be recognized.
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Public IlI-1.4: Us in the World — Understanding the Fundamental Principles of the
Constitution of Japan

Today's Theme: The Three Pillars of the Constitution

In this session, we analyze the three core principles that form the foundation of Japanese
democracy and its legal identity.

Key Terminology & Context:

« Sovereignty of the People (Popular Sovereignty) (EIRF# - Kokumin shuken): The
principle that the ultimate power to govern resides with the citizens.

o Pacifism ((FFf1E % - Heiwa shugi): The constitutional commitment to permanent peace
and the rejection of military force.

« Respect for Fundamental Human Rights (EAMAEDEE - Kihon-teki jinken no
sonchd): The assurance that basic rights (life, liberty, etc.) are inherent and inviolable.

« The Constitution of the Empire of Japan (KB AT EE% - Dai-nippon teikoku kenpd):
Also known as the Meiji Constitution (1889-1947), in which sovereignty was held by the
Emperor.

« Renunciation of War (8% DMZE - Sensd no hoki): Giving up the right to wage war as an
instrument of national policy.

« Non-Nuclear Three Principles (JE#% =/R 8 - Hikaku san-gensoku): A parliamentary
resolution (1968) stating that Japan shall not possess, produce, or permit the introduction of
nuclear weapons.

1. The Three Fundamental Principles

The Constitution of Japan is characterized by three overarching ideals that distinguish it from the
previous era:

1. Sovereignty of the People: Sovereignty is the "supreme power" to decide a nation's
future. Under the current Constitution, this power belongs to the people. This contrasts
sharply with the Meiji Constitution, where the Emperor was the sovereign ruler. Today, the
Emperor's role is defined as the "Symbol of the State," deriving his position from the will of
the people.

2. Pacifism: A commitment to avoid the tragedy of war. It is not just an ideal but a legal
obligation codified in Article 9.

3. Respect for Fundamental Human Rights: This principle ensures that every individual is
treated with dignity and that their rights (such as freedom of speech, religion, and
assembly) are protected from government interference.



2. Article 9 and the Doctrine of Pacifism

Historical Reflection: Japan’s pacifism stems from the "reflection on history" (rekishi no hansei).
During World War Il, Japan caused extensive damage to neighboring countries and suffered
devastating losses at home, culminating in the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In
1947, the nation pledged to never maintain an army and to solve international disputes through
peaceful means only.

Key Provisions of Article 9:

Article 9. Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and order, the
Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or
use of force as means of settling international disputes. In order to accomplish the aim of
the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, as well as other war potential, will never
be maintained. The right of belligerency of the state will not be recognized.

3. The Non-Nuclear Three Principles (1968)

As the only nation to have experienced atomic bombings in wartime, Japan adopted a strict policy
regarding nuclear weapons:

1. Non-possession: Japan will not own them.

2. Non-production: Japan will not manufacture them.

3. Non-introduction: Japan will not allow them to be brought into its territory (e.g., by foreign
vessels or aircraft).

The first constitution created in Japan?

In Japanese history, there exists something called the “Seventeen-Article Constitution.” Created in
the early 7th century by Prince Shotoku, it outlined principles for officials. It contained directives
such as valuing harmony, respecting Buddhist teachings, and obeying the Emperor's commands.
A modern constitution, however, is a document through which the people command the
government. Therefore, the nature of the Seventeen-Atrticle Constitution differs from that of a
modern constitution.



Reflection

« Comparison: How does moving sovereignty from a monarch (Emperor) to the people
change the responsibility of a citizen?

« Modern Context: Article 9 is often debated in modern politics regarding the "Self-
Defense Forces" (SDF). How do you think Japan balances its pacifist constitution with the
need for national security?

o Global Impact: How do these three principles affect Japan's reputation and role in
international organizations like the United Nations?




