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Public 1I-1.6: Democratic Politics and Us (Part 6)

Today's Theme: Understanding the Election System

In this lesson, you will learn about the mechanisms of elections and how representatives are
chosen.

Key Vocabulary:

« Election (3% - Senkyo): The process of choosing representatives through voting.
« Constituency / Electoral District (Z% X - Senkyoku): The geographical unit used for
electing representatives.
« Wasted Vote (3EZ - Shihyd): Votes cast for candidates who do not win, which do not
contribute to the final result.
e Four Principles of Voting:
o Universal Suffrage (E:@:E% - Futsd senkyo): Every adult has the right to vote.
o Equal Suffrage (FF&:#Z* - By6do senkyo): Each vote has equal value ("One
person, one vote").
o Secret Ballot (F$Z#% - Himitsu senkyo): Privacy regarding who a person voted
for is protected.
o Direct Election (E#:#% - Chokusetu senkyo): Voters cast their ballots directly for
candidates.
« Election Administration Committee (EZEEEZ 8% - Senkyo kanri iinkai)
« Public Offices Election Act (NE:EZS %L - Késhoku senkyo ho)
« Disparity in the Value of a Vote (—END&E - Ippyd no kakusa)

1. Political Participation and Elections

An election is the act of voting to choose a representative. While there are many types of elections
(such as choosing class representatives), this lesson focuses on the methods used to elect
members of the Diet (parliament).

The Four Essential Principles of Elections:
To ensure fairness, modern democracy relies on these four rules:

Universal: Every adult holds one vote.

Equal: The value of every single vote is equal.
Secret: No one is allowed to know who you voted for.
Direct: You must cast the vote yourself.
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2. Types of Electoral Systems
There are three main systems used to divide regions and calculate seats:
(@ Single-Member Constituency System (/MEZER )

« Mechanism: Only one representative is elected from each electoral district. The candidate
with the highest number of votes wins.

o Characteristics: It is easy for large political parties to win.

o Drawback: Votes cast for the runners-up (2nd place and below) are not reflected in the
result; these are called "Wasted Votes."

(@ Multi-Member Constituency System (X - B E X 4))

e« Mechanism: Two or more representatives are elected from a single electoral district.

o Characteristics: Because multiple people are chosen, a wider range of opinions can be
reflected in the election results. It is easier for smaller or newly formed political parties to
win seats.

(3 Proportional Representation System (ELfl+¢ 2 Hl)

« Mechanism: Citizens vote for a political party rather than an individual candidate. The
number of seats each party receives is determined by the percentage of total votes they
earned.

o Method: Often calculated using methods like the D'Hondt method (a mathematical

formula for allocating seats).

Reflection:

« What is a "Constituency"? It is the geographical unit used when voting. Since it is difficult
to elect representatives for the entire country at once, the country is divided into regions.

e Why is the "Disparity in the Value of a Vote" considered a problem in a democracy?

o Compare the Single-Member system and Proportional Representation—which one do
you think is fairer?




