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Public 1I-1.5: Democratic Politics and Us (Part 5)
Today's Theme:Understanding Political Party Systems

In this lesson, you will learn about the role of political parties and the various systems through
which they operate in different countries.

Keywords:

« Political Party (% - Seitd): A group of politicians who share similar ideologies and goals.
o Ruling Party (5% - Yot6): The party (or parties) that holds power and runs the
government.
o Opposition Party (875 - Yato): The parties that are not in power and provide
oversight of the ruling party.
o Political Party System (Bt5E | - Seito-sei): The system of government as categorized by
the number of effective political parties.
o Two-party System (Z KB4l - Ni-dai seito-sei)
o Multi-party System (%5l - Tato-sei)
o One-party System (—5efll - /tto-sei)
« Interest Group (¥|2£&[ - Rieki shddan): An organization that tries to influence
government policy in favor of a specific cause or interest.

1. What is a Political Party System?

It is one of the methods of governing a country. In this system, multiple political parties come
together to manage the nation's political affairs.

What is a "Political Party"?

A political party is essentially a collection of politicians who have the same thoughts, visions, and
policies for the country.

Ruling Party vs. Opposition Party
These roles are determined by the results of an election:

e« The Process: Citizens vote for their political representatives (members of the Diet).

« Ruling Party: The party that wins the most seats (the greatest number of elected
members) becomes the ruling party. They take the central role in leading and advancing the
country's administration.

e Opposition Party: The other parties that did not win the majority are called opposition
parties. Their role is to keep a close watch on the ruling party’s policies and voice
alternative opinions.



2. Types of Political Party Systems

There are three main types of party systems found around the world:

(@ Two-party System (Z KB H)

In this system, there are two major parties with differing views that compete for power.

« Dynamics: Both parties strive to become the ruling party. To win the support of the
citizens, they must think deeply about their policies and present the best possible plans for

the nation.
« Examples: Often seen in countries like the United States or the United Kingdom.

@ Multi-party System (& %)
A system where many different political parties exist.

« Dynamics: Because there are so many parties, it is rare for a single party to win a majority.
Therefore, several parties often join together to form a "Coalition Government" to lead the

country.
(3) One-party System (—34)
A system where only one political party is allowed to exist or holds all the power.

« Dynamics: Since there are no other parties to compete with, the single party can carry out
its policies without much internal political opposition. However, this often lacks the checks
and balances found in the other systems.

Cf. Before the Arab Spring, Tunisia was a one-party state.

Reflection

« Which political party system do you think is most effective for reflecting the will of the
people?
« What role do you think interest groups play in influencing these political parties?




