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Public 1I-1.4: Democratic Politics and Us (Part 4)

Today's Theme: Understand the different political systems in the world.

In this lesson, we explore the different mechanisms (systems) through which countries around the
world are governed.

Keywords:

Parliamentary Cabinet System (MR - Giin naikaku-sei): A system where the
executive branch derives its legitimacy from and is accountable to the legislature (the Diet).

o Cabinet (NR - Naikaku): The executive body of the government.

o Prime Minister (RNE#IEKXE - Naikaku sori daijin): The head of the Cabinet.

o Minister of State (A KE - Kokumu daijin): Members who make up the Cabinet.
Presidential System (K#ft58# - Daitoryo-sei): A system where the head of government is
also the head of state and leads an executive branch that is separate from the legislative
branch.

System of Power Concentration (£ A&/l - Kenryoku shiichi-sei): A system where
state power is concentrated in a single organ or party.

Monarchy (E# - O-sei): A form of government in which a person (a monarch) is head of
state for life or until abdication.

Arab Spring (757 ®M% - Arabu no haru): A series of anti-government protests, uprisings,
and armed rebellions that spread across much of the Arab world in the early 2010s.

Major Political Systems Around the World

There are four primary methods of governance currently practiced globally:
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Parliamentary Cabinet System
Presidential System

System of Power Concentration
Monarchy

Deep Dive: How the Parliamentary Cabinet System Works

This system establishes a close relationship between the legislative branch (the Diet) and the
executive branch (the Cabinet). The process unfolds in three main steps:

@ Election of Representatives: First, the citizens (the electorate) vote to elect their political

representatives, known as members of the Diet.

@ Selection of the Prime Minister: Next, these elected members of the Diet hold a vote

among themselves to choose their leader, the Prime Minister.



@ Formation of the Cabinet: Finally, the Prime Minister appoints the Ministers of State to
lead various administrative departments, effectively forming the Cabinet.

2. Explanation of the Presidential System
The people elect not only members of parliament but also the representative of those members
(the president).
Therefore, the president holds significant power.
For example, the president is not required to act in accordance with proposals made by
members of parliament.
The United States and France have presidential systems.

3. Explanation of the Centralized Power System
Only one political party holds significant power.
For example, the People’s Republic of China (China) has a centralized power system.
Only the Chinese Communist Party holds significant power.
The representative of China’s legislators is called the President of the State.

4. Explanation of the Monarchy
The king governs the country.
Saudi Arabia and Qatar are monarchies.

Explanation of the Arab Spring

“Arab” refers to regions where Arabic is spoken.

For example, Tunisia and Egypt.

In those countries, politicians did not value the people's opinions.

Therefore, the people opposed the politicians and changed the political system.

People used Facebook, Twitter, and other platforms to spread information.

A key feature of the Arab Spring was the use of these social networking services (SNS).

Reflection : What do you consider to be the defining characteristics or advantages of the
Parliamentary Cabinet System?

Of the other systems mentioned (Presidential, Power Concentration, Monarchy),
which one interests you most, and why?




