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Public 1I-1.1: Democratic Politics and Us (Part 1)
Today's Theme : Understand politics and democracy.
Keywords:

« Politics (BUA - Seiji)

« Democracy: Power of Numbers, Power of Reasons (REX & : 8D H. BAHD A -
Minshushugi: Kazu no chikara, Riyd no chikara)

« Voting, Social Movements (%%, #t =& - Tohys, Shakai undo)

1. What is Politics?

What is politics? It is the process of thinking about, discussing, and deciding on the rules of the
society you belong to.

What is "the society you belong to"? Your country, school, and family are all types of society.
Society requires rules, such as how to use money or how to separate trash. Thinking about,
discussing, and deciding these rules is what we call politics.

What is Democracy?

It is one method of politics. A key characteristic of democracy is that everyone discusses things
together to make decisions. In democracy, there are two main ways to decide on rules:

1. The Power of Numbers: A method that values the number of people who agree.
2. The Power of Reasons: A method that values the reasons for agreeing.

(D What is the "Power of Numbers"?
This is the method known as "Majority Rule" (Tasiuketsu).

« Example: There are three proposals: A, B, and C. After listening to everyone's opinions, 17
people support Plan A, 13 support Plan B, and 10 support Plan C.

« In majority rule, the opinion with the most supporters is considered the best. Therefore,
Plan A is chosen.

« Pros: Rules can be decided quickly.

« Cons: Other opinions may not be given enough importance.



(2 What is the "Power of Reasons"?

This is a method called "Deliberative Democracy” (Jukugi minshushugi). "Deliberation” means
"discussing thoroughly".

e By discussing thoroughly, you can understand the reasons why others think the way they
do.

« Deliberative democracy aims to value each other's opinions through the process of
discussion.

2. How to Participate in Democracy
How can you patrticipate in democracy?

There are two main ways: (1) Choosing representatives to convey your opinions, and (2)
Conveying your opinions directly to society.

(D Choosing representatives to convey opinions
People who engage in politics as representatives of the citizens are called "politicians".

e We can explain our opinions or make requests to politicians.

e We can support politicians we believe are good.

o [For example, we can vote during elections or donate money to be used for political
activities.

(@ Conveying opinions directly to society

This involves people with similar opinions gathering to take action together. This is called a
"Social Movement" (Shakai undo).

« Examples: Movements related to environmental issues, nuclear weapons, or protecting the
rights of women and minorities.
e By gathering and acting as a group, it becomes easier to convey opinions to others.

Reflection: What is politics to you? How will you participate in politics?




