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Public I -3: Creating Public Spaces Together (Part 7)

Today's Theme

You will learn methods for thinking about what a "good life" is and understand why rules exist.

Keywords:

o Deontology and Teleology
« Utilitarianism

What are Deontology and Teleology?
Consider this example: Why do you donate money?

o Deontology: "l donate because donating is the right thing to do."
o Teleology: "l donate because it is useful to people.”

What is Deontology?

This framework prioritizes "rightness”. The logic is: "Doing A is right; therefore, | do A". This is
based on the concept of the Categorical Imperative proposed by the philosopher Kant.

The Pursuit of Justice: In reality, people may not always act according to Kantian deontology,
which can lead to various inequalities in society. Philosophers proposed solutions for this:

« Rawls (Political Philosopher): He believed people could live by prioritizing "fairness". He
introduced the Veil of Ignorance—a state where individuals know nothing about each
other's status, abilities, or situation. In this state, he argued it is essential to fairly distribute
"primary social goods" that are equally necessary for everyone.

e Sen (Economist): He argued that every individual's actual condition (health, age,
temperament, etc.) is completely different. Therefore, what each person needs is different.
Sen believed the focus should not be on primary social goods, but on Capabilities—the
ability of each person to do various things and be who they want to be.



What is Teleology?

This framework prioritizes the "purpose” or "utility” of an action. The logic is: "Doing A helps with
B; therefore, | do A". Teleology is divided into two main schools of thought:

1. Virtue Ethics

"Virtue" refers to the attitude of living well. It asks: "How would a person of virtue act?". In virtue
ethics, a virtuous person is thought to value Moderation (The Golden Mean)—taking actions
appropriate to the specific situation without leaning too far toward any extreme.

2. Consequentialism
The term "consequence” means "result". This view prioritizes the outcomes of actions.

e Logic: "Doing A makes people happy; therefore, | do A".
« Utilitarianism: This is a famous form of consequentialism which posits that actions
resulting in the happiness of people are "good".

Bentham's View on Rules: One might argue that people care more about their own happiness
than others'. The philosopher Bentham suggested that to ensure people do good, society should
apply sanctions. He believed it is best to control human behavior from the outside through these
sanctions to ensure the greater good.

Reflection: Why do you think rules exist in society?




