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Public I -2: Creating Public Spaces Together (Part 6)
Today's Theme: What is Japanese Historical Consciousness?
Keywords:

o Active (REE) - N6dO)

o Passive (8 - Judo)

o Self/Naturally (B - Mizukara/Onozukara)

« Masao Maruyama (Next-after-next, Becoming, Momentum / System of Irresponsibility)

The Meaning of "Mizukara" and "Onozukara"

What kind of word is the Japanese term "H " (onozukara/mizukara)? This word expresses a
characteristic of Japanese thinking—specifically, the Japanese sense of agency (subjectivity).

The word "B 5" has two different readings:

1. Mizukara: Meaning "by myself" (Active).
2. Onozukara: Meaning "naturally"” or "by someone/something other than myself* (Passive).

Specifically, "someone or something other than myself" refers to a sense of fate or destiny.
Japanese people hold both the active and passive sensations simultaneously.

Example: In Japanese, people often use the phrase "~ni narimashita” (it has come to be). For
instance, when saying "l am getting married" (Kekkon suru koto ni narimashita), the phrase
includes both meanings:

e Active (Mizukara): One's own will to get married.
o Passive (Onozukara): The sense of fate that led to the marriage.

This sense of "Mizukara" and "Onozukara" also applies to how history is perceived, which is
referred to as historical consciousness.

Masao Maruyama and the "System of Irresponsibility”

The political scientist Masao Maruyama studied Japanese historical consciousness. According to
him, Japanese people possess an "onozukara" (passive) historical consciousness. This is the
belief that history is created by forces beyond individual thoughts and actions. He described this
force as "tsugi-tsugi ni, nariyuku, ikioi" (the momentum of becoming, one after another).

Is "Onozukara" historical recognition irresponsible? In a sense, yes. Under this view,
individuals do not actively participate in history; instead, they leave history to fate. History is



decided by the "atmosphere" of society or the era. Consequently, no one takes responsibility for
history, leading to what Maruyama criticized as a "System of Irresponsibility."

Points to Note

This lesson introduced discussions regarding "Nihonjin-ron" (theories on Japanese
characteristics). However, defining national characteristics is difficult and opinions vary. Relying on
only one perspective can lead to stereotypes and prejudice. To avoid prejudice, it is important to
gain broad knowledge and verify things with your own eyes.

Reflection: What is Japanese historical consciousness? Also, what is your own historical
consciousness? Let’s write it down.




