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Public 1-1.5: Creating Public Spaces Together (Part 5)

Today's Theme: Understanding Public Space.

Keywords

e Public Space, Agora, Coffeehouse
e Habermas, Communicative Rationality
e Deliberative Democracy

What is Public Space (public space /common space)?

e Third Person: A person who is neither yourself nor your close circle (peers/friends).
o Definition: A public space is a place for interaction with third persons.
e Impact: Interacting with third persons leads to the birth of new opinions and activities.

Historical and Modern Examples:

e Ancient Greece: The plaza (Agora) served as the public space.
e 17th-18th Century Europe: Coffeehouses were the public spaces.
« Modern Society: For example, SNS (Social Networking Services) act as public spaces.

What is important in a public space?

« In a public space, we look for ideas that everyone can agree on (common good) together
with third persons.

e To achieve this, it is essential to engage in deep dialogue with others.

e Therefore, Communicative Rationality is required.

What is Communicative Rationality?
The philosopher Habermas identified two types of rationality:

1. Instrumental Rationality
o This is the reason used to persuade others.
o Itinvolves forcing one's own ideas on others and seeking to control them.
2. Communicative Rationality
o This is the reason used for dialogue with others.
o When opinions differ, instead of forcing a view, this rationality seeks to imagine the
background behind the other person's opinion.
o Itleads to empathy (sympathy) for the other person.



What is Deliberative Democracy (Discursive democracy)?

e How should we proceed when people’s opinions differ?
e Should we decide based on who has the loudest voice or who has the most numbers?

o Deliberative Democracy says no.
e Itis an approach that seeks to find the common good (ideas everyone can agree on)

through dialogue.

Reflection: What is a "public space"? Also, what kind of intelligence/rationality is necessary for
discussion within a public space? Write down your thoughts.




