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Public I-1.4: Creating Public Spaces Together (Part 4)

Today's Theme: Respecting Personality

Keywords

e Independence and Autonomy

« Kant, Hypothetical Imperative, Categorical Imperative
e Personality and Respect

« Mill and the Harm Principle

What is "Jiritsu"?
There are two Japanese words pronounced "jiritsu™: Independence and Autonomy.

« Independence (H3iL): Doing things by yourself without borrowing help from others.
« Autonomy (B4&): Controlling yourself (self-control).

The philosopher Kant believed that autonomy is very important.
What are Hypothetical and Categorical Imperatives?
Kant divided human actions into two types:

1. Hypothetical Imperative (M FAUMZES): Acting for the sake of another purpose. For
example, studying because you want to be praised by others.

2. Categorical Imperative (TLMFABHULIES): When the action itself has meaning. For
example, studying because you yourself understand the meaning of studying.

Kant believed that autonomy means acting according to the categorical imperative.

What does it mean to respect personality?

Personality refers to an individual who has their own thoughts. Respecting personality means
valuing an individual’s thoughts, even if they are different from your own.

For example, what people do on their days off varies:

e Some people study.
e Some people run.
e Some people sleep.



You might think sleeping all day is a waste of time, but it is up to the individual to decide how to
spend their day off. Even if their thinking is different from yours, you value the individual's choice.

Are all individual opinions respected?

Not everything is respected. The philosopher Mill thought about the conditions under which an
individual’s opinion is respected.

e« The Harm Principle: The condition is that you do not cause trouble (harm) to others.

Example: It is fine to sleep on your day off. However, if you sleep and consequently forget a
promise made to a friend, that is not good. This is because it causes trouble for your friend.

As long as it does not cause trouble for others, the choices made by an individual are respected.

Reflection: What is "Respect for Personality"? Let's write it down.




