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Part | |: Three Major Reforms and the Approach of Foreign Countries

§ | The three major reforms of the Edo period

During the Edo period, rice was the main source of income for the shogunate and

its domains. Samurai lived in [castle towns (B TEI” jookamachi”) ‘ond were given

rice as wages from their domains, which they converted into money to live on.
Under such a system, commodity distribution and monetary economy developed
greatly, and while the economic power of merchants increased, the expenditures
of the shogunate and domains increased, causing them to suffer financial
difficulties. This was a major problem that shook the bakufu-han system, which
was based on a fixed status system and a self-sufficient economy. Therefore, the
Bakufu and clans attempted to overcome the financial difficulties through political
and financial reforms to once again strengthen the bakufu-han system.

Three major reforms are well known as efforts of the shogunate. The first, by the

8th shogun, [Tokugawa Yoshimune (&)1 & %)), is known as the Kyoho Reform(Z4&

X#E “Kyoho no Kaikaku” ). Yoshimune aimed for fairness in government by
establishing a system of reference boxes (B%% “meyasu-bako”) to listen to
the opinions of the common people and by enacting the "Kujigata Osadamegaki (22
EHHEZE Rules of Public Affairs)," which stipulated the rules of court
proceedings. Although he succeeded in rebuilding the finances of the shogunate
by curbing expenditures and raising revenues, he left behind problems such as the

heavy burden on peasants.

During the 10th Shogun's reign, the old lieutenant [Tanuma Okitsugu| tried to

rebuild the finances by developing a commodity economy and extending the
economic power of the private sector, but fraud and bribes spread, and Tanuma

was ousted from office. The second reform, the Kansei Reforms (& BN X%

“Kansei no Kaikaku” ), was promoted by Matsudaira Sadanobu(#2FE1Z)|, the

next senior lieutenant. Sadanobu rejected Tanuma's politics and focused on the
restoration of farming villages. He had some excellent policies, such as famine
control, but at the same time, he cracked down so harshly that he provoked a
backlash from the people, and he lost his office within six years.

Later, severe crop failures and famine led to revolts (—#¢ “Ikki”) and
‘Iooﬁng (#7632 L  “Uchikowashi”) ‘ in many areas, and the old chief




Tadokuni(7J<¥?ﬁ"€.~¥l3)| implemented the third reform, the Tempo Reforms(X{R Nk HE

“Tempo no Kaikaku” ), to restore the political order. However, none of Mizuno's
policies worked, and the reforms ended in failure. On the other hand, some local
clans, such as the Satsuma and Choshu clans, rebuilt their finances and

succeeded in their own reforms.

§ 2 the Approach of Foreign Countries

While Japan had remained closed to the rest of the world, ships from Western

countries that had modernized(GifX1t “Kindai-ka” ) through ‘The civil revolutions ‘
(FERE® “Shimin Kakumei” ) land| industrial revolutions(E %% “Sangyo |
began to appear off the coast of Japan frequently from the | 8th

century onward. The Shogunate, which continued to reject foreign demands to

open the country, strengthened coastal security, and in | 825 issued an

repel foreign vessels(RZEMITA4  “Ikokusen Uchiharai Rei” )‘. However, in | 842,

when it was reported that the Qing Empire had suffered a crushing defeat at the
hands of the British in "rhe Opium War (7~ > #%)|, the shogunate issued
ordinance for the supply of firewood and water(#7K#54  “Shinsui Kyuyo Rei” )

’

and began to permit the supply of foreign ships. However, he still refused to

comply with the demand for opening the country to the outside world.
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