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II Two Civil Revolutions

2.1. American Revolution
<British Colonies in America>

In eastern North America, there were 13 colonies established by England in the 17th century.
The colonies grew rapidly, but the colonists did not have the right to send representatives to the British

Parliament in their home country.

<How the U.S. gained independence from Great Britain

In the late 18th century, Britain's finances began to suffer. So, to ensure that the government
would have plenty of money, a new tax was imposed on the colonies in the 13 eastern states of North
America. In response, the colonists started a movement against it, saying, "No taxation without
representation (i.e., it is not right that the colonists should have to pay a new tax when the colonists'

representatives could not express their opinions in Congress).

<American Independence>

The opposition grew into the Revolutionary War, and in 1776, the people of the 13 eastern states
of North America issued the Declaration of Independence. The colonists, with the help of France and
other nations, won the war. The United States then created the U.S. Constitution and elected George
Washington as its first president. The heart (important ideas) of the U.S. Constitution are the separation

of powers and popular sovereignty, and American independence can be considered a civil revolution.
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2.2 French Revolution
<Late 17th Century France: Absolute Monarchy>

In France in the late 17th century, only the king had political power. Although there was a
parliament, the king did not open it to hear opinions, but conducted politics by himself. This is called
"absolute monarchy. Also, people were not free to speak or write their opinions.

In France, there was a strict status system: church officials were of the first class, nobles were of
the second class, and commoners were of the third class. The difference between the rich and the poor
was due to the difference in status. People of the first and second statuses had no taxes. Therefore, it

was the commoners of the third class who paid the taxes, and their burden was very heavy.

<France in the 18th Century - The French Revolution>

In the 18th century, France was at war with England, and the cost of the war was a heavy burden.
In 1789, the king decided to tax the people of the first and second classes, and convened the
"Triumvirate," a parliamentary assembly of representatives from each of the three classes.

The commoners, the third of the three, formed a new "National Assembly”. The king tried to
crush it, and people in the capital, Paris, and in the countryside opposed his methods. This was the
beginning of the French Revolution.

In August, the National Assembly issued the Declaration of Human Rights. The Declaration of
Human Rights stated that all people were equal in human freedom, laws, and rights, that the people

had political power (national sovereignty), and that private property was to be protected.

<The unstable politics of late 18th century France>

Countries around France went to war with France to prevent the revolution from spreading to
their own countries. The French revolutionary government changed its political system to a republic.
They deposed the king and executed him.

However, there were many people in France who were against it, and unstable politics continued.
In addition, wars with foreign countries continued. Under these circumstances, Napoleon
(Napoleon=Bonaparte), a military man, became popular among many people and came to have strong
power. Napoleon won one war after another against foreign countries. Napoleon declared the

revolution over and became emperor in 1804.

<The Napoleonic Era>
Napoleon made laws based on the Declaration of Human Rights, the contents of which were
determined in detail so that they could be implemented. This is called the Napoleonic Code.
Napoleon fought wars with continental European countries and won, thus controlling most of the

European continent. However, he went to war with Russia and lost in 1813. After that, other European
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countries resisted French rule, and Napoleon lost to one foreign power after another, and ceased to be
emperor in 1815.

A new consciousness of "nation" emerged in the regions under Napoleon's rule. The idea was
that people of the same language and culture, people of the same group, should form a single nation

as a "nation.

<Europe after Napoleon>

Later, European countries held an international conference in Vienna. They decided to return to
the pre-Revolutionary period. France returned to the rule of the king.

However, the French Revolution was a revolution that valued the human rights of all people,
regardless of birth or nationality, and thus gave hope to those who had been oppressed by colonies and

the status system.
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