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To Leave Something to the World.
Beyond the Pages of Renia Spiegel’s Diary
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/

A7OV VMR XIREESZIHREUVcR—5 Y FEME
X1t EREEKREICLDBBRZERITTVWED,

. Ministry of Culture and National Heritage
* Republic of Poland

E-EE: / Organized by:

GALICIA

l)y = =SR2
JEWISH MUSEUM RAIMEEASF

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

ML FEBFZEAT Institute of Foreign Affairs
%18 / Patronage:

h—7/ REEX e Y5 -
POLISH INSTITUTE TOKYO



T bicLOIT<FZ2lEEH-- L—=vIFHREICZ SR UE U,
MREERBR T DI DIRIFLDD GEA. BUEREN. L—=v
EEDE M BLZEBVDF, DWCIFBAHFAATLEVNWE S, TT
M L—Z—vIESHIICVWET  BLZHEWCHEZBE LU TLZD
HEEICIE AEBRELIT TR . T ROERELELEINTUVET,

Mol UleBId. SRELEZERITNIEBRSLBEVP>THELS,
HRICAINEERSIRTINIEBRSBWV COEEBE . L—=v
DHEICEESNLBEZDEDTY INIEETEDT A MLICRD,
F—RICIEDZEUIco L—Z v 3 COHRICZLDEDEZRUVE U,
ZFDRMCIE B BB A, Z U TR MEICDWLWTD
BANGYEBEIESENTVWEIT . ISICL—ZvIE B UM BERF.
BERBREANALADMEZENTFEICODWTEELRAYE—I%
ELU<nFEU,

L—Z—+DYBEXAYyE—Y . D S5HALDEREICKED
HRirdcETLLS,

“Shadows pass along my path...” - Renia wrote in her
diary. In the film and in the exhibition, the shadows flit,
spread, disappear, and reappear. They surround her, follow
her, and finally engulf her. But Renia is still there. Through
her diary. Her precious diary, in which, despite the ominous
shadows, we also find light: the light of hope.

“Now, one still has to live, has to strive, try, has to leave
something to the world.” - these are the words of Renia
Spiegel, written in this same diary. They have become the
title and the main concept of the exhibition. Renia left a lot
to the world: a personal story about love, attachment, em-
pathy, and respect; and an important message about the
threats to these values: hatred, exclusion, and persecution.

Her story and message remain relevant.
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About the exhibition:

The diary of Renia Spiegel (1924-1942), written in Przemysl from
January 1939 to July 1942, is undoubtedly a valuable historical
document, an important piece of biographical literature for Polish
Jews, and a unique record of the last years of the life of this talent-
ed and ambitious, young woman, murdered by Nazis in July 1942.
The traveling exhibition of the Galicia Jewish Museum, “To Leave
Something to the World... Beyond the Pages of Renia Spiegel’s
Diary,” allows the visitors to learn about the historical context
of the events through Renia’s descriptions: from the mounting ten-
sion in 1939, through the outbreak of the Second World War and
the two occupations of Przemysl - first by the Soviets, then by
the Germans - to the annihilation of the city’s Jewish communi-
ty. Against this backdrop, the exhibition presents the fate of Renia
and her loved ones, including the story of the survival of her moth-
er, sister, and her great love, Zygmunt Schwarzer, thanks to whom
Renia’s diary survived.
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About the film:

In order to bring Renia’s diary to a wider audience, in Poland
and abroad, the Galicia Jewish Museum in cooperation with
the Foundation for Education and Art, and thanks to the support
of the US Consulate General in Krakow, implemented a project
in 2023 to create a series of short films and an accompanying
educational program. The first stage was the creation of eight
episodes combining animation and live action, directed by
Mitosz Koziot and Tomasz Gtodek. Each episode contains frag-
ments of an interview with Renia’s surviving sister, Elizabeth
Bellak, which was conducted in May 2023 in the United States.
The:next stage was the production of a thirty-minute film in
which Renia’s entire story was told through metaphor, with fo-
cus and voice given to her character.
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About the Museum:

The Galicia Jewish Museum, the institution of the public bene-
fit organization Galicia Jewish Heritage Institute Foundation,
commemorates the victims of the Holocaust and presents Jew-
ish culture from a new perspective. Located in Krakdéw’s Kazimi-
erz district, the heart of the city’s Jewish quarter, the Museum’s
permanent and temporary exhibitions have been enjoyed by
visitors and critics from around the world. The Museum offers
a rich program of events and educational programs related to
Jewish heritage both for individual audiences and for culturally
diverse groups. The Galicia Jewish Museum has received numer-
ous awards and distinctions for its work in communicating the
culture and history of Jews in Poland, supporting intercultural
dialogue, and providing historical and cultural education.at love,
Zygmunt Schwarzer, thanks to whom Renia’s diary survived.
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All episodes of the film “Renia Spiegel’s Diary”,
are available on the YouTube channel
of the Galicia Jewish Museum
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“Now one still has to live, has to strive, try,
has to leave something to the world.”

- Renia Spiegel





