
【Abstract】
This talk offers a critical reflection on intercultural learning in foreign language 

education, focusing on the teaching and learning of L2 pragmatics. It critiques key 

assumptions underlying norm-based approaches to L2 pragmatics and argues for a 

shift toward emotional regulation and the management of interpersonal evaluations. 

The talk introduces a pedagogical attempt to address politeness with pre-service 

and in-service teachers, aiming to foster understanding of the embodied nature of 

(im)politeness and other interpersonal evaluations triggered by perceived pragmatic 

norm violations. This approach involved introducing concepts from meta-

pragmatics and moral psychology that foreground the role of emotion in negative 

interpersonal judgments, combined with tasks designed to help teachers reflect on 

the role of (moral) emotions in their own evaluations. The talk situates this attempt 

within its curricular context, reflects on teachers’ responses and challenges 

encountered, and considers implications for future efforts to promote intercultural 

understanding through L2 pragmatics.
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