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This lecture demonstrates how
centering Indigenous perspectives
on ocean and human-environment
relations informs policies and legal
frameworks for ocean governance in
the Pacific. Calling for a shift away
from conventional approaches to
maritime security, this talk highlights
the potential of Traditional
Ecological Knowledge (TEK) systems
of Pacific Indigenous communities,
as well as the importance of locality,
in transforming governance
structures around principles of
interconnectedness and reciprocity.
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Sandra Meerwein
PhD Candidate and Lecturer
JGU Mainz

Sandra Meerwein is a research
assistant, lecturer and PhD
candidate at the Obama
Institute for Transnational
American Studies, JGU Mainz.
Her research interests lie at the
intersection of Transpacific
Studies and Critical Ocean
Studies with a focus on issues
of maritime security,
interpretations of territoriality,
and foreign policy. Her current
research deals with socio-
cultural understandings of
human-environment relations
and how they translate into
policies and legalities of ocean
governance in the Pacific.
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