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Located on the northern coast of California across the

bay from San Francisco, Oakland is rarely perceived as

a city with a global history. Nevertheless, this talk

contends that Oakland’s reach has long extended far

beyond its municipal borders. The city is an ideal site

for understanding how people, money, ideas, and

various forms of domination have traveled back and

forth across the Pacific Ocean for hundreds of years. By

situating Oakland in broader histories of global race-

making and imperial expansion, we can better

appreciate how overlooked places contributed to the

rise of the transpacific world.
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