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aims to

deepen understanding of social, historical,
and cultural aspects in various regions of
the world through film screening. This time,
the film "Who Does the Earth Think It Is?"
will be screened, focusing on swidden
agriculture and charcoal making in the
present-day Kinki region of Japan. Following
the screening, a roundtable discussion will
take place with the director Elke Marhofer,
exploring the question from the

perspectives of art and agroecology.

TUEFS Cinema

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
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Start time: 15:00 (doors open at 14:40) [SU N]

Venue: Prometheus Hall, Agora Global
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (TUFS)
(3-11-, Asahi-cho, Fuchu-shi, Tokyo)

Screening of “Who Does the Earth

Think It Is? (Becoming Fire)"

Talk Session
Elke Marhofer (independent artist)
Reiji Suzuki
(Kyoto Institute of Advanced Science and Technology)
Toshiaki Ishihara (Akita University of Art)

MC : Takanori Oishi (TuFs)

*The event will be partly in English with consecutive interpretation
into Japanese.

Organized by TUFS Cinema, Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research (B) Project Number 21H03697

Co-sponsored by  TUFS Field Science Commons (TUFiSCo),
RIHN project "The Value of Forests"
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Admission Free, EEE
0 0 E L X
Pre-registration ¥ E’
Required = 4
(500 people on afirst-served basis)
https://sanda.tufs.ac.jp/event/tc230625form/
*You can come to the event without
pre-registering, but you will be asked to register
at the entrance to the venue, so pre-registering
will make it easier for you to enter. If the number

of participants exceeds capacity, those who
have pre-registered will be given priority.

[Contact us]
TUFS Cinema Project, TUFS

L 042-330-5441

(Weekday 9:00-17:00)
Details: TUFS Cinema Website
https://www.tufs.ac.jp/
tufscinema/



25t June, 2023(SUN) start time 15:00

(Doors open at 14:40, End time 17:00)

Who Does the Earth
Think It Is? (Becoming Fire)

Directed, Screenplay, Cinematographer: Elke Marhofer

Summary

Throughout the world, there are restrictions on agricultural
practices involving the use of fire due to the belief that fire
harms nature. However, fire is also a force that nurtures life.
This film demonstrates the significance of fire in a Satoyama
ecosystem by exploring the lifeworlds of charcoal making and
swidden agriculture in Japan.

2020 / 56 min. / Language: Japanese (with English Subtitles)

About the Film

Director Elke Marhofer, originally from Germany, captured
the practices of swidden agriculture and charcoal making
on 16mm color film. The film "Who Does the Earth Think It
Is? (Becoming fire)", highlights the involvement of
non-human entities in the agricultural practices that utilize
fire. Japanese shifting cultivation has experienced periods
of decline and partial revival since pre-war times, while
charcoal making has gone through similar cycles after the
energy revolution, leading up to the present day. In the
roundtable discussion with the director, we will explore the
relationship between forests and humans, as well as
contemplate the intersection of art and the environment,
incorporating a comparative perspective between Japan
and Europe. (Takanori Oishi)

Elke Marhofer (Independent artist)
Reiji Suzuki (Kyoto Institute of Advanced Science and Technology)
Toshiaki Ishihara (Akita University of Art)

Prometheus Hall, Agora Global,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (TUFS)
(3-11-, Asahi-cho, Fuchu-shi, Tokyo)

TUFS Cinema Project, TUFS

TEL 042-330-5441(Weekday 9:00-17:00)

Email tufscinema@tufs.ac.jp

[Facebook] @tufscinema.pr [Twitter] @tufscinema

Admission Free,
Pre-registration Required

(500 people on a first-served basis)
https://sanda.tufs.ac.jp/event/tc230625form/
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