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②AY2017 Short Visit Program in Laos (18th Feb.-3rd Mar. 2018)  

- Outline 

 

1) Date| February 18 to March 3, 2018 

2) Host university: Department of Lao Language & Culture, Faculty of Letters, National University of Laos 

P.O.Box 7322, Dongdok, Vientiane, Lao P.D.R. 

3) Participants| All nine first-year students majoring in Lao language as regional Languages A at TUFS 

4) Course name| Short-term Lao language intensive course for TUFS students 

5) Schedule| 8:00-9:40, 10:00-11:40, 13:00-14:40, 15:00-16:40 

(For more details, see Lao language Schedule in Appendix) 

SUN 

Feb. 18 

MON 

Feb. 19 

TUE 

Feb. 20 

WED 

Feb. 21 

THU 

Feb. 22 

FRI 

Feb. 23 

SAT 

Feb. 24 

Arrive  

in Vientiane 

Opening ceremony 

Lao language (1) 
Lao language (2) 

Lao language (3) 

Culture (1) 
Lao language (4) Lao language (5) Culture (2) 

Feb. 25 Feb. 26 Feb. 27 Feb. 28 Mar. 1 Mar. 2 Mar. 3 

Holiday 

(Free time) 

Lao 

language (6) 
Lao language (7) 

Lao language (8) 

Culture (3) 

  

Lao language (9) 

  

Lao language (10) 

Closing ceremony 
Arrive in Narita 

・Total of 38 hours for Lao language classes at Department of Lao Language & Culture, Faculty of Letters, 

NUOL 

 Lao language level: Beginner course completed 

 (Students of this level must have studied all grammatical rules and can read and write, read short stories 

and consult a dictionary.) 

 Class professors and subjects: “Conversation” Ms. Sengvan, “Reading” Mr. Somphay 

・Total of 10 hours for culture classes 

Culture (1) and (3): Tandem learning with students, Department of Japanese, Faculty of Letters, NUOL 

Culture (2): Study trips to the national museum and other locations  
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- Schedule (in Lao) 
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- Program report (in Lao) 
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③AY2018 Short Visit Program (24th Feb.-9th Mar. 2019) 

- Outline 

1) Schedule: February 24 to March 9, 2019 

2) Study Location: Dept. of Lao Language and Culture, Faculty of Letters, National University of Laos 

P.O. Box 7322, Dongdok, Vientiane, Lao P.D.R. 

3) Participants: All freshmen Regional Language A (Lao) majors (11 students) from Tokyo University of 

Foreign Studies 

4) Program Title: Tokyo University of Foreign Studies Short-Term Intensive Course in Lao 

5) Timetable: 8:00-9:40, 10:00-11:40, 13:00-14:40, 15:00-16:40 

(See the Lao timetable for details) 

2/24 

(Sun.) 

2/25 

(Mon.) 

2/26 

(Tue.) 

2/27 

(Wed.) 

2/28 

(Thu.) 

3/1 

(Fri.) 

3/2 

(Sat.) 

Arrive 

in Vientiane 

Opening ceremony 

Lao (1) 
Lao (2) 

Lao (3) 

Culture (1) 
Lao (4) 

Lao (5) 

Culture (2) 

Lao (6) 

Culture (3) 

3/3 

(Sun.) 

3/4 

(Mon.) 

3/5 

(Tue.) 

3/6 

(Wed.) 

3/7 

(Thu.) 

3/8 

(Fri.) 

3/9 

(Sat.) 

Free day Lao (7) Lao (8) 
Lao (9) 

Culture (4) 

Lao (10) 

Closing ceremony 
Culture (5)  Arrive at Narita 

・Total Lao class time 38 hours: Lao Language and Culture Department, Faculty of Letters, National 

University of Laos 

Lao level: Intermediate (Level with a general understanding of grammar and ability to read and write. 

Able to read short texts and use a dictionary.)  

Class instructors and subjects: Conversation (Lecturer Bounnak), Reading (Lecturer Kiangkeo) 

・Total cultural time 10 hours: 

Culture (1), (4): Tandem study with Japanese majors at the Faculty of Letters, NUOL 

Culture (2): Get-to-know-you session with the Lao Language and Culture Department at the Faculty of 

Letters, NUOL 

Culture (3), (5): Off-campus study at Kaysone Phomvihane Museum, etc. 
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- Schedule (in Lao) 
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- Program Report (in English) 

Senior Language Lecturer 

Soulikanh Thammavong 

 

For the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies Short-Term Intensive 

Course in Lao, eleven freshman Lao majors from the Tokyo 

University of Foreign Studies visited the Lao Language and Culture 

Department of the Faculty of Letters of the National University of 

Laos, studied Lao language and culture, and took part in cultural 

exchange with Lao students. This was the fifth program of its kind; in addition to studying Lao, the students 

toured various historical sites and cultural facilities within Vientiane. 

 

On the first day, February 25th, an opening ceremony was held with the faculty running the program; 

Professor Bounleuth Sengsoulin, Dean of the Faculty of Letters, Professor Sengfa Holanouphab, Head of 

the Lao Language and Culture Department, and Professor Mixay Soukchaleun, Head of the Japanese 

Department, were also in attendance. Professor Soulikanh Thammavong, who was accompanying the 

Japanese students, spoke to the effect that “we hope that through this program, the Japanese students will 

gain a better understanding of Lao language and culture, as well as the country of Laos itself.” A Japanese 

student added “Thank you for your welcome. We resolve to study hard and absorb as much Lao language 

and culture as possible, speaking in Lao with local people whenever we can and making many new 

experiences.” 

 

The program on Lao language and culture included a reading class taught by Lecturer Kiangkeo 

Nuannavong and a conversation class taught by Lecturer Bounnak Phalakorn. The reading class focused 

on enhancing reading ability for use in everyday life by increasing reading speed, improving pronunciation  

Opening ceremony 
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and vocabulary, and having students read and summarize texts. 

The conversation class focused on improving conversation 

ability in the classroom and with Lao people in general, 

concentrating on correct pronunciation. Both classes addressed 

topics likely to come up in everyday life in Laos, such as markets, 

seasons, tourism, banks, sports, and so on, at the intermediate level. 

 

On the afternoon of March 1st, the students had a get-to-know-you session with students from the Lao 

Language and Culture Department, playing games and exchanging presents as well as learning Lao songs 

and dances. They made friends and enjoyed the party atmosphere. 

 

On the afternoons of February 27th and March 6th, the students took part in tandem study with Japanese 

majors from the NUOL Faculty of Letters. On the 27th, groups of Japanese students gave presentations on 

“The Culture of Food in Japanese Celebrations.” They took turns introducing Japanese food and culture to 

the Lao students. After an exchange of opinions, they sang the Lao song “Duang Champa,” as well as 

Japanese songs. The Lao students, for their part, introduced Lao culture. Thereafter, the students formed 

mixed groups and explored topics including Lao regional dialects, Lao students’ daily life, and Lao religious 

practices. Finally, the Japanese students gave presentations, creating a happy and energetic atmosphere. 

 

On March 6th, the students learned traditional Lao games, such 

as the Lao version of the handkerchief game and games played 

with rubber. They also formed groups with Lao students to learn 

how to make traditional Lao sweets, which everyone found 

delicious. After that, the Lao and Japanese students had fun 

singing songs from both countries together. The day ended with 

Get-to-know-you session 

At Pha That Luang 
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a speech by Professor Mixay, head of the Japanese Department at NUOL. 

 

In addition to studying at the university, the Japanese students learned about Lao history and culture 

through visits to Pha That Luang, Buddha Park, Patuxay, Kaysone Phomvihane Museum, a weaving factory, 

and more. They were struck by the experience of encountering Lao culture first-hand. 

 

March 7th was the last day of the Japanese students’ Lao program at NUOL. The faculty and students of 

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies and the NUOL Faculty of Letters faculty assembled. To wrap up the 

program, Professor Sengfa Holanouphab, Head of the Lao Language and Culture Department, spoke 

briefly: “While brief, this program gave the Japanese students a chance to exert their full capabilities in 

speaking Lao, and to succeed.” The students gave speeches 

in Lao on experiences and impressions from their stay. Then, 

a representative of the Japanese students gave thanks to the 

teachers and others who had taught them Lao language and 

culture with warmth and dedication. 

 

Thereafter,  Professor Bounleuth Sengsoulin, Dean of the Faculty of Letters praised each student on the 

success of their Lao language study and tandem study with the Lao students and presented them with 

certificates of completion. 

 

Finally, Associate Professor Yoko Kikuchi, the Japanese representative of the program, thanked her 

counterparts: “The NUOL short-term intensive course in Lao for our freshmen has now completed its fifth 

session; happily, through language classes and tandem study with Lao students, our students have attained 

greater understanding of Lao language. Furthermore, through cultural exchange with Lao people, including 

NUOL students, they have been able to experience the real Laos and its culture. We are very grateful.” 

Closing ceremony 
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Thus, the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies Short-Term Intensive Course in Lao, held as a part of the Inter-

University Exchange Project Japan Specialist Project for the Enhancement of Japanese Language and 

Cultural Outreach in Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodia, came to a close with mutual satisfaction at to its 

success.  
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- Program Report (in Lao) 
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