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①AY2016 Short-Term Joint Education Program (19th -29th Nov. 2016, in Lao) 
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②AY2017 Short-Term Joint Education Program (12th Jul.-6th Jun. 2017) 

- Outline 

During the short-term Joint Education Program for Laos for academic year 2017, five students—three 

third-year students (one male and two females) and two second-year students (one male and one 

female)—from Japanese Department, Faculty of Letters, National University of Laos (NUOL) were hosted 

at TUFS from July 12 to August 6. The details and overall schedule of the program are described below. 

 

Toward achieving the program’s purpose of “nurturing independent human resources well-versed in 

Japan,” the curriculum was organized through discussions with NUOL so that NUOL students majoring in 

Japanese would first participate in tandem learning with TUFS Japanese students learning Lao language, 

and then participate in a summer program offered by the Japanese Language Center for International 

Students together with students from around the world specializing in Japanese to receive specialized 

education on Japanese language and culture. The first half of the program was aimed at helping Lao and 

Japanese students to deepen their understanding of each other’s countries and providing methods and 

guidance for their learning. The second half of the program was designed to improve their Japanese 

proficiency levels by working diligently together with students from different countries sharing the same 

purpose. It turned out to be a very fulfilling month-long stay for Lao students. 

 

More specifically, in the first half of the program, Japanese and Lao students were grouped into pairs. 

They studied or gave a presentation in Japanese or Lao language, received lectures by professors from 

the partner university, and had group discussions. In the second half of the program, the Lao students 

received specialized education on Japanese language at their respective levels every day and participated 

in a variety of Japanese cultural experience classes to deepen their understanding of Japan. In answering 

a questionnaire after completion of the program, they wrote: “My expert knowledge and proficiency in 

Japanese have dramatically improved,” “I felt closer to and became more interested in Japanese culture  
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and society,” “Studying with international students sharing the 

same goal is an experience I cannot have in Laos,” “Having 

studied with Japanese students, I would like to compare the 

two countries after my return home,” and so on. It seems that 

the Lao students themselves realized the results of 

participation in the program. In particular, in the final 

presentation, they used PowerPoint, thought in Japanese and 

presented their views in Japanese as did other international 

students. This experience gave a great  

stimulus and confidence to the Lao students, and when they 

were given program completion certificates and transcripts on 

the last day, they looked delighted. 

 

The schedule of the entire course is shown in the table below. 

The activities in blue took place during the period of tandem 

learning with students majoring in Lao language, and those in 

brown were held during the period of the summer program of 

the Japanese Language Center for International Students. 

We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude once again to all professors, clerical staff, and other 

persons involved for their cooperation. 

  

 Tandem learning 

 Library tour 

 Japanese class 
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◆Short-Term Joint Education Program Schedule of Tandem Learning & Short Stay Summer Program 

Tandem learning activities are shown in blue, 

and Short Stay Summer Program activities in brown. 

 

Date Activities 

July 12 Departure from Laos 

July 13 Arrival in Japan 

Opening ceremony; orientation, self-introduction, campus tour, grouping, 

work plan creation 

July 14 In-class lecture (“Post-independence Lao history” by Dr. Bounthavy) 

In-class lecture(“Lao proverbs—comparison between Lao and Japanese proverbs—” by Ms. 

Vankhane） 

In-class lecture (“Geography and development in Laos” by Dr. Bounthavy) 

In-class lecture (“Orthographic errors in the Lao language” by Ms. Vankhane） 

Calligraphy, preparation for visit 

July 15 Visit (Kamakura; Kotoku-in, Tsurugaoka Hachimangu, and surrounding areas） 

July 16 Holiday 

July 17 Results presentation (presentation, discussion), closing ceremony, farewell party, hotel 

check-out, dormitory check-in 

July 18 Start of TUFS Short Stay Program, orientation, campus tour, welcome party 

July 19 Japanese class, interaction class with Japanese students, study trip orientation 

July 20 Japanese class, Japanese culture class (haiku) 

July 21 Japanese class, 

July 22 One-day excursion : Edo-Tokyo Museum and elsewhere) 

July 23 Holiday 

July 24 Japanese class, visit (Tachikawa Life Safety Learning Center) 

July 25 Japanese class 

July 26 Japanese class, interaction class with Japanese students, 

Japanese culture trial (Yukata trial) 
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July 27 Japanese class, Japanese culture class (kabuki study tour) 

July 28 Japanese class, Japanese cultural experience (calligraphy) 

July 29 Home visit (Japanese family home) 

July 30 Holiday 

July 31 Japanese class 

August 1 Japanese class, Japanese cultural experience (tea ceremony) 

August 2 Japanese class, interaction class with Japanese students 

August 3 Final presentation, survey 

August 4 Short Stay Program closing ceremony, farewell party 

August 5 Dormitory check-out, departure from Japan, return home (arrive in Laos on August 6) 
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- Tandem Learning report (in Lao) 



 

10 

 



 

11 

 



 

12 

 



 

13 

 

 

  



 

14 

 

- Short-term JEP report① (in Lao) 
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- Short-term JEP report② 
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③AY2018 Short-Term Joint Education Program (17th Jul-10th Aug. 2018)  

 

During the short-term Joint Education Program for Laos for academic year 2018, five students—three third-

year female students and two second-year students (one male and one female)—from Japanese 

Department, Faculty of Letters, National University of Laos (NUOL) were accepted at TUFS from July 17 to 

August 10. The details and overall schedule of the program are described below. 

 

In light of the program’s purpose of “nurturing independent human resources well-versed in Japan,” the 

curriculum was organized so that NUOL students majoring in Japanese will: 

(1) participate in tandem learning with TUFS Japanese students learning Lao language 

(2) participate in a summer program offered by the Japanese Language Center for International Students 

together with students from around the world specializing in Japanese to receive specialized education on 

Japanese language and culture. The first half of the program was aimed at helping Lao and Japanese 

students to deepen their understanding of each other’s countries and providing guidance for learning. The 

second half of the program was designed to improve their Japanese proficiency levels by working diligently 

together with students from different countries sharing the same purpose. It turned out to be a fulfilling 

month-long stay for Lao students. 

 

The schedule of the entire course is shown in the table below. The activities in blue took place during the 

period of tandem learning with students majoring in Lao language, and those in brown were held during 

the period of the summer program of the Japanese Language Center for International Students. The 

program ended with a substantial delay in departure due to a typhoon, which forced the students to return 

home one day later than scheduled. However, they later told us that it was good because they were able 

to stay longer in Japan. 
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We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude once again to all professors, clerical staff, and other persons 

involved for their cooperation. 

Opening ceremony Lecture by the Dean of Faculty of 

Letters, Prof. Aloun 

Research presentation on the last day 

of the summer program 

 

 

Short-Term Joint Education Program 

Schedule of Tandem Learning & Short Stay Summer Program 

(Tandem learning activities are shown in blue, 

and Short Stay Summer Program activities in brown) 

Date Activities 

July 17 Departure from Laos 

July 18 
 

Arrival in Japan 

Opening ceremony; orientation, self-introduction, grouping, work plan creation, campus tour 

In-class lecture (“Foreign language learning in Laos—foreign language learning situations for Lao 

young generation—” by Dr. Malaykham) 

July 19 

In-class lecture 

(“Overview of Faculty of Letters, National University of Laos” by Prof. Aloun) 

Tour of Fuchu City School Meal Center (jointly with Burmese Group) 

In-class lecture (“Cross-cultural communication—comparison of conversation topics chosen by 

Lao and Japanese students—” by Dr. Malaykham) 

In-class lecture (“Rules of etiquette in Lao society” by Prof. Aloun） 

July 20 
Visit (Yokohama; tour of Mitsubishi Minatomirai Industrial Museum and surrounding areas), 

preparation for results presentation 

https://tenkaicalm.wordpress.com/2018/11/08/laos-jul-2018-a/201807-laos-01/
https://tenkaicalm.wordpress.com/2018/11/08/laos-jul-2018-a/201807-laos-02/
https://tenkaicalm.wordpress.com/2018/11/08/laos-jul-2018-a/201807-laos-03/
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July 21 
Calligraphy experience, results presentation (presentation, discussion), closing ceremony, Kimono 

trial 

July 22 Hotel check-out, TUFS dormitory check-in 

July 23 Start of TUFS Short Stay Program, orientation, welcome lunch, campus tour 

July 24 Japanese class, Visit (Tachikawa Life Safety Learning Center) 

July 25 Japanese class, interaction class with Japanese students 

July 26 Japanese class, Japanese culture class (haiku) 

July 27 Japanese class, Japanese cultural experience (calligraphy) 

July 28 One-day excursion : One day culture study trip 

July 29 Holiday 

July 30 Japanese class, Japanese cultural experience (flower arrangement) 

July 31 Japanese class, Japanese cultural experience (tea ceremony) 

August 1 Japanese class, interaction class with Japanese students 

August 2 Japanese class, Japanese culture class (kabuki and Japanese history) 

August 3 Japanese class  

August 4 Home visit  

August 5 Holiday  

August 6 Japanese class, presentation preparation 

August 7 Final presentation, survey 

August 8 Short Stay Program closing ceremony, farewell party 

August 9 
TUFS dormitory check-out, departure from Japan, return home 

(delayed due to a typhoon and arrived in Laos on August 11) 
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- Tandem Learning report (in Lao) 
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- Program Repoet ① (in Lao) 
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- Program Report ② (in Lao) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

27 

 

 

  



 

28 

 

④ AY2019 Short-Term Joint Education Program (19th-26th Jul. 2019) 

 

During the short-term Joint Education Program for Laos for academic year 2019, five students—two third-

year students (two female and one male) and two second-year female students—from Japanese 

Department, Faculty of Letters, National University of Laos (NUOL) were accepted at TUFS from July 19 to 

July 26 with President Dr.Somsy Gnophanxay and adviser of Faculty of Education, Ms.Chanthanome 

Gnophanxay from NUOL. For the 4th program, the curriculum was organized so that NUOL students 

majoring in Japanese will: 

(1) participate in tandem learning with TUFS Japanese students learning Lao language 

(2) participate in learning Japanese modern technology and traditional culture with Burmese and 

Cambodian students who joined this program at the same time. 

 

The details and overall schedule of the program are shown in the table below. We would like to extend our 

heartfelt gratitude to all professors, staff, and other persons involved for their cooperation. 

Date Activities 

July 18(Thu) Departure from Laos 

July 19(Fri) Arrival at Japan, Opening ceremony, Orientation, 

July 20(Sat） Home Visit 

July 21(Sun) Field trip ～Yamanashi & around near Mt.Fuji 

July 22(Mon） 

Self-introduction, Group arrangement, Tandem learning, Tea ceremony 

In-class lecture (1)  “Educational system in Lao” by President, Dr. Somsy 

In-class lecture (2)  “Lao P.D.R.” by Lecturer, Ms. Chanthanome 

July 23(Thu) Field trip ～Toyosu market, Odaiba～ 

July 24(Wed） 

Tandem learning, Campus tour 

In-class lecture (3) “Courtesy manners for hospitality” by Visiting Ass. Prof. Mr. Soulikanh 

Watching documentary films and discussion about it 
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July 25(The) Tandem learning, Preparation for presentation, Shodo trial, Kimono trial 

July 26(Fri) Preparation for presentation, Final presentation, Closing ceremony 

July 27(Sat) Departure from Japan 
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- Tandem Learning report 

Short Visit of Lao Students to the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies: 

Tandem Learning with TUFS Students  

July 19 to 26, 2019 

Senior Language Lecturer 

Soulikanth Thammavong 

 

From July 19 to July 26, 2019, a short-term Joint Education Project intended to promote inter-university 

exchange took place as part of the Inter-University Exchange Project “Japan Specialist Project for the 

Enhancement of Japanese Language and Cultural Outreach in Myanmar, Laos and Cambodia.” Visitors 

included five Japanese-language majors from the National University of Laos here to engage in tandem 

study with TUFS students, as well as President Somsy Gnophanxay and Professor Chanthanome 

Gnophanxay of the Faculty of Education. 

 

July 19 

On the afternoon of the 19th, an opening ceremony was held for students from Myanmar, Laos, and 

Cambodia as well as participants from Japan. Tokyo University of Foreign Studies President Kayoko Hayashi 

gave a welcome speech and President Somsy Gnophanxay of the National University of Laos expressed his 

appreciation on behalf of the three universities. 

 

July 20 

On this day, the Lao students enjoyed a “home visit” experience. They visited the homes of Japanese 

families, cooked Japanese food together with them, and played karuta—an ancient Japanese game—with 

their children. This was the Lao students’ first excursion by train. 

 

July 21 

On this hot and humid day, the faculty and students from the three countries ventured off-campus to learn 
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about Japanese culture and various cutting-edge Japanese 

technologies. First, they worshipped at the Kitaguchi Hongu Fuji 

Sengen Shrine and explored the shrine’s surroundings. Next, 

they visited the Fujisan World Heritage Center and learned about 

the environmental protection work in the Mt. Fuji area. After that, 

they went to the Maglev Exhibition Center to find out about the 

latest technologies. The students found the visits fascinating and learned a great deal. 

 

July 22 

The Japanese and Lao students formed groups for tandem study. First, President Somsy Gnophanxay of 

NUOL gave a lecture on “Education in Laos,” followed by “On Laos” from Professor Chanthanome 

Gnophanxay. 

After the lectures, the Lao and Japanese students exchanged opinions and summarized the content of the 

lectures. They also prepared for the next day’s educational visits. 

 

Then, students and faculty from the three countries 

experienced the tea ceremony, a typical aspect of Japanese 

culture. 

 

 

https://tenkaicalm.wordpress.com/laosss_july2019-2/
https://tenkaicalm.wordpress.com/laosss_july2019-3/
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 July 23 

The Japanese and Laotian students visited Toyosu Market 

to learn about Japanese ocean fish. Then, they went to 

Odaiba and divided into groups to visit the National 

Museum of Emerging Science and Innovation, the Disaster 

Prevention Experience Center, and so on, working hard to 

prepare for the reports they would write later. 

 

July 24 

This was the last day of study for the final presentations. Students heard a lecture on “Customs of 

Hospitality” from Professor Soulikanh and watched a documentary about nature in Laos. Then, the 

Japanese and Laotian students exchanged opinions and summarized what they had learned. Finally, they 

went on a campus tour of TUFS. 

 

July 25 

First, the Laotian students experienced 

calligraphy (writing with a brush) for the 

first time. With guidance from the 

Japanese students and faculty, the Laotian 

students were all able to write a character of their choice with beautiful results. 

 

Then, the students split into groups, did their group 

work, and tried on kimono—the beautiful traditional 

garment of Japan. 
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 July 26 

The last day came all too soon. On this day, each group prepared and presented its report. The Laotian 

students spoke in Japanese and the Japanese students in Lao,. The topics included “Disaster Prevention in 

Laos and Japan,” “Technology in Laos and Japan,” and “Food Culture in Laos and Japan.” Although the 

students were nervous, they were all able to give good presentations. 

 

At the closing ceremony, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies President Kayoko Hayashi presented the Lao 

students with certificates of completion. The Japanese students in each group gave gifts to their colleagues, 

indicating the friendship that had blossomed between them. Finally, smiling and wiping away tears, 

everyone danced to Lao music—the perfect ending to this memorable experience. 

 

https://tenkaicalm.wordpress.com/laosss_july2019-10/
https://tenkaicalm.wordpress.com/laosss_july2019-8/
https://tenkaicalm.wordpress.com/laosss_july2019-9/
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- Tandem Learning report (in Lao) 
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- Tandem Learning report (in Lao) 
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