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The background of globalization is technology’s improving transportation and communication.
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Today, people and countries can easily exchange information and goods.

Previously, two companies in the same country might be in competition. But due to
globalization, companies from other countries now have different conditions, such as lower
production costs. It means they can sell similar products at lower prices, making cheaper
products available to more people. In addition, services, knowledge, and cultural aspects are
increasingly shared. However, people and the environment may suffer. If a company moves its
production to a disadvantaged country, its workers lose their jobs. And while these jobs open
up for locals in the poorer country, they receive much lower wages. Ecological problems, such
as climate change, are another issue. Aeroplanes, ships, etc. cause the release of much carbon

dioxide. In sum, globalization is neither good nor bad. It depends on how we deal with its

possibilities. (150 words)
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The lecture outlined some positive and negative points of globalization. Considering (a) Japan's
dependence on overseas imports and also (b) Japan's efforts toward international education
and business, it is important for Japan's future to participate in globalization. First, while
Japan is a mid- sized nation with forests and ocean, it is weak in natural resources, such as
fossil fuels, which Japan depends on to power transportation and machinery. Because of this,
Japan must engage with globalization. Next, the Japanese government has been promoting
English language, overseas study, and working abroad for several years now. Many Japanese
workers and students are already overseas. A lot of time and energy has been devoted to
education and business with an international focus, so this trend cannot now be reversed and
Japan cannot suddenly isolate itself. Finally, there is one key point not mentioned in the
lecture: globalization is occurring, whether people in Japan participate or not. In other words,
even if Japan tries to prevent globalization’s bad effects, the world will simply move on. Japan
would be left behind, without enough resources for its lifestyle, nor an educated-enough
population to compete. In conclusion, it is important for Japan's future to participate in

globalization. (200 words)
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