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What is the Japanese Language Education Digital Innovation Center?
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TUFS Japanese Language Education Digital Innovation Center is a national
center for Japanese language education, designated in July 2023 by the
Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology as an
“Academic Japanese Language Education DX Joint Utilization Base.” It
inherits the functions related to academic Japanese language education
from the university’s Japanese Language Center for International Students,
which has accumulated over half a century of experience in teaching
Japanese to international students and has operated under the designation
as an Educational Joint Utilization Base for International Student Support
Facilities.

Under the three initiatives of (1) Japanese Language Learning Materials
Development, (2) Japanese Language Education Practice, and (3) Japanese
Language Test Development, the Center broadly provides online Japanese
learning opportunities to international students studying in Japan and
overseas learners planning to study in Japan. It will strongly support
Japanese language education at universities, graduate schools, and
research institutions nationwide. Furthermore, it aims to expand its scope
to include courses for working adults and corporate training, supporting
Japanese language education both domestically and internationally, and
pursuing new developments.
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Three initiatives of the Japanese Language Education Digital Innovation Center

2
BAREBMEK
Japanese Language

Learning Materials
Development

BFREHERE

Japanese Language
Education Practice
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Japanese Language Test
Development

L y—RERE | Message from the Director
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BZIFANDEATHET, BHERORZZFIZEITHHAEA
BEEHLIBMLTEY., 2024F IZIBBERRERVEL
Too SOLIBEREZ UL HEMSDERICKY. BHARZE
BBICETAHEN_—ININEFTULEICEE>TVET,
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Against the backdrop of accelerating population decline,
Japan is increasingly accepting foreign workers. The number
of international students at Japanese universities and other
institutions is also rising, reaching a record high in 2024. Due
to a rapidly advancing multicultural society, social demand
for Japanese language education is higher than ever before.
TUFS Japanese Language Education Digital Innovation Center
aims to contribute by providing diverse resources for Japanese
language education.

Going forward, Japanese language education will need to
reach an even more diverse range of learners than before.
For some learners, the traditional method of gathering in a
classroom on fixed days and times to study with a teacher
and classmates may become difficult. Some may benefit
from learning Japanese earlier, before coming to Japan or
entering university. Others, aiming for long-term employment
and life in Japan, may need not only language learning but
also education about Japan itself, or the ability to continue
Japanese learning over an extended period. This Center
intends to support Japanese learners’ understanding of Japan
and their Japanese language learning using online education
methods.

Director, Japanese Language Education Digital Innovation Center,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

OTSU Tomomi
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TUFS: A Wealth of Japanese Language Education Resources
and Achievements
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TUFS is not only a research institution for world languages and
cultures but also a specialized educational institution developing
frameworks for language learning methodologies and metrics.
For over half a century, it has provided preparatory Japanese
language education for government-sponsored international
students while leveraging cutting-edge language education
research to send numerous Japanese language learners out into
the world.
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30 specialists
in Japanese language pedagogy,
integrating cutting-edge research
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Preparatory Japanese language
education experience
(2,500+ students)
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25+ Global Japan Offices for needs
analysis and on-site support network
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"« EBENAEAZBREHOM LIEDNER | Trends and growth rates of the number of government-sponsored international students

BUFEEBE (-MRA) ISRV, 2AEREENOEE S

EANBZEFFLEM, 2022FEHH2024FE T4.3%.
380AEML. 2033FEERENLI0A AICEIF, RIFAN
FEHRIOEFE I BERISEDSNTVET,
In line with the government policy goal (J-MIRAI), the
number of government-sponsored international students
pursuing degrees has been increasing annually. From AY
2022 to AY 2024, it grew by 4.3%, or 380 students, and
preparations for the 2033 target of 400,000 students are
steadily progressing.
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Source: Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO)
“AY2024 (Reiwa 6) Survey Results on International Student Enrollment Status”
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Materials Meeting Diverse Learner Needs
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We develop online Japanese language learning materials,
such as the “Japanese for Academic Purposes” series
for those studying Japanese at universities in Japan and
abroad, and video lecture series for those wishing to learn
the fundamentals of Japan Studies. These materials can be
utilized according to program objectives and learner needs,
such as in on-demand courses combining self-study with
classroom sessions, or in blended learning environments
combining pre-course material study with classroom
FBeRE_SRETHIERE UsL BIFICAREL instruction. Additionally, our social studies materials
FHARSMLERNOSESRECEHEINT developed for high school students learning Japanese as a
nET second language (USL) are utilized in high schools and other
institutions within Japan.

#*7.":/ ) —Zc‘:%o)ﬁﬁ | Textbook Series and Their Features

ERAAXE ETHEE

Japan Studies Video Lectures

'RZEDEFE,

Japanese for Academic Purposes

(IAREBA)
o VAR NPT
© 75 k1 -2(CEFR A1-A2)

(R
e ZIH5(CEFRBI.T)

(Beginner Level Materials)
o Hiragana and Katakana
 Tomodachi Beginner 1 &2 (CEFR A1

(Intermediate Materials)
© From Here (CEFR B1.1)

o ASACFBISELI B HRAIVTY
V% Moodle T/\v 7 —1k

© FTLYMPRI—NTAY THHEETES

AVFUVIETATILIIELTHRY

A XETHE

Diverse content suitable for online
learning packaged in Moodle

Accessible for learning on tablets and
smartphones

.

Content can be customized according
to the program

BAEZ R
BAH R
BACE - TR
BASUbRER
BEE5<

Overview of Japanese Language
Overview of Japanese Society
Overview of Japanese Literature
and Art

Foundation of Japanese Cultural
Studies

Walking Ordinary Places in Japan

© REREHN BB CEST DMREM
BARFPEATOMAITRID

TEARY OEBEA#ISFEND
YouTube TREZM

Introductory materials explained in
English by our faculty

Learn foundational knowledge of
“Japan Studies” useful for studying in
Japan

Available exclusively on YouTube

JSSLEFZRESREM
JSL High School Social Studies Materials

HIWBEY I "ICLWA,

Information Site “Nijiiro”
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Civics

Geography

Modern and Contemporary History
Advanced Japanese History

° BHRAN- HEWERZ D
JSLERED- DD RBFHBLAM
HERFBIIDBLRRA#L B
HEBRW.KEHEOID

BB EAAA K% PDF TR

Supplementary social studies materials for
JSL students from diverse backgrounds

Develops essential foundational
knowledge, critical thinking skills, and
expressive abilities for social studies
learning

* Materials and teacher guides provided in
PDF format

\ Amsm | Fas /
10,000+ monthly visitors

overseas offices of Japanese universities

and Portuguese

© AVISAVTERBAREZER
# - a—2%, BROKRZEDEHN
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Provides online Japanese learning materials and courses, as well as information on

Multilingual interface supporting 9 languages including English, Chinese, Spanish,
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REBMZEFALICLSHRGAFERBE - 70 5L0EMA
Expand Diverse Japanese Language Courses
and Programs Using Developmental Teaching Materials

OPJLC—HAODKE + KERTEIADI-HDEFEERALE

| Online Preparatory Japanese Language Course for International Students

BAOKETENEZECAREFZEZTET
LBENOZEEICATIERHBE "OPJLC, &
HAZBOLANILRZEBEIZAIIZEHDET 54
THRIGBEE, & THUTFIURBIEE (o-UrrH
D/%L)) DWITNHERIRUTEZETE, 9HkRHD
SHRLARILOBRBLEZINENTEET, FH
(2~3R) - EHA (8~98) ME2OMHE. ZHRER,

= OPJLCOIEHE | Types of OPJLC

The preparatory course “OPJLC” for international students
studying in Japan or overseas learners planning to study in
Japan allows participants to choose either “live courses” or
“on-demand courses (with/without supplementary live support sessions)”
based on their Japanese level and learning style, enabling
them to study Japanese from beginner to intermediate levels.
It is offered twice a year: Spring Term (February-March) and
Summer Term (August-September). Tuition-Free.

= 2021 FE~2024FERE

54 7REEE Live Courses

TR, TR,
Beginner 1/ Beginner 2

| Cumulative Number of Sessions Held from
2021 to 2024

Ry=U>THY)

FrFey FRUEBEE | support sessions

TR L TRDER2, TR THRER2,
with supplementary live| Beginner 1/ Beginner 2/ Intermediate 1/
Intermediate 2

Gy EBER = 00Qc .

Participants

L. s e
. Number of Participating Schools

Schools

On-Demand
Courses Zp=N)7mlL

live support sessions

TR L TRDER2, THRAR) THRER2,
without supplementary | Beginner 1/ Beginner 2/ Intermediate 1/
Intermediate 2

Nationalities/Regions of
Participants

@? SHEEE b Q7 pmss

TUFSH—7"Y7hTi— FUSAVAXERE
| TUFS Open Academy, Online Japanese Language Courses

HEANEBRENVHEZRTILAMEETY, H
REPAALIZOVWTIE, —REITD "HE
BEE, CHAEFEEMITO THARFBHEE, (1
B~ HHY. BRNOZEESLEEOHAEL
NILRED, BBRIMIZRIECHELES, &
H (4~78) - TR (10~18) DE2[ERHE,

These are public lectures offered by Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies. For Japanese language and culture, there
are “General Education Lectures” for the general public
and “Japanese Language Lectures” for Japanese language
learners, catering to a wide range of Japanese language
levels, interests, and learning styles of participants both in
Japan and abroad. It is offered twice a year: Spring Term (April-
July) and Fall Term (October-January).

2a—bRTATATSL/ BEPEBERITIMETOIS L
| Short-Stay Programs / Corporate and Municipal Training Programs

BER. 24 BEPEBREDNSODELIIN
LTHABRE /RS ILEMFE - RELTLET,

We develop and implement Japanese language education
programs based on requests from partner universities,
external institutions, companies, and local governments.

Countries/Regions
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Regularly assess progress in Japanese language ability

FEEBELTHRBEANED(SWEETE %
EETAIEE. BBEEICE-THIBEE(ICE->THE
BRIETT, ZTD-HERETIE, BRETIHFLH
MOLNIRBICHIST 2T, BARBREAZHET
BTRANERELTVES, INSDTRANME, "THTFIy
JHAFECan-do R~ FFMIEZEE LTHEINT
WY, "7ATIvIHAECan-doV R, & 3—
AyNEZLES B (CEFRY) DLARILEDTIIGM
ITOREAPBEEEDONTEY ., S, BABEND
LR ECEFROKEIZEDWCEIRRT 370 DF Y

Understanding how much Japanese language proficiency
has increased through learning is important for both
learners and instructors. Therefore, our university is
developing tests to measure Japanese language
proficiency that correspond to the level structure of the
education and materials we provide. These tests are
developed using the “Academic Japanese Can-do List”
as an evaluation metric. The “Academic Japanese Can-
do List” is currently undergoing verification for alignment
with the Common European Framework of Reference
for Languages (CEFR*) levels. In the future, we plan to

issue digital certificates (digital badges) to certify Japanese
language proficiency levels based on CEFR standards.
Additionally, we are involved in creating questions for

ZILEFRRE Foonvy) 2KTTEFETT
ZOMIZh, BARBEAZAET28BTINOM

BERFOIToTLET, various tests that measure Japanese language proficiency.
XCEFR&IZ *CEFR stands for

Common European Framework of Reference for Common European Framework of Reference for Languages:
Languages: Learning, teaching, assessment (32— 0w /< Learning, teaching, assessment. An international standard for
SEHBSRM) OKRT. ARE0ERENEIET - evaluating foreign language proficiency. Originally developed for
BHOERNAIEE, bebeI—OvTEEBRRICTS multilingual contexts in Europe, it is now used worldwide. CEFR
FREBIESNE LA, STRERATEbATHET, represents language proficiency across six levels from A1 to C2.
CEFRIZEFEDBEREZAINHC2ETORETRLEY,

SIS IE D ER ST | Designing evaluation indicators

SEMISIE - PHT IvZHAECan-do YA  Assessment Framework: Academic Japanese Can-do List

THT Iy 7BARBICRHE LI FHEIEE T, 456E5TE (BT
- BB - XNERE - OBRE RE] - OBERE [H5E])
x8LARIL (FZR~HBIR) THERINTULET, SREXE
LRLTOEZBERPEERE., HERRD. ~TE2,
EVSBENERX TRENTVET,
= OBERIA [%5E] DBl | Example for Oral Expression [Dialoguel

This assessment framework specializes in Academic Japanese. It consists of 4
skills across 5 types (Reading Comprehension, Listening Comprehension, Written
Expression, Oral Expression [Monologue], Oral Expression [Dialogue]) x 8 levels
(Elementary to Upper-Advanced). The learning objectives, educational content, and
assessment criteria for each skill x level are described using “can-do” statements.

LRI Level FHT Iy HAFECan-do Academic Japanese Can-do CEFREZ CEFR Reference
Wik ERNBRRENTE 2, Al
El y1 Can exchange basic greetings.
k2 MEARBPERETERE, EECRERLBLL)EYHTES, A2
El. y 2 Can make simple requests and engage in basic interactions necessary for daily life.
i1 BERIEIDOVT, BBLEPRREE-T, BREBRIWHARLEHTES, B1.1
Intermediate 1 Can express opinions and respond to questions on familiar topics using simple language. .
k2 PPHR - XMBIEIOWT, HRRFERMERHLT, WUV IE1—PT(RNYYaVHTES, B1.2
Intermediate 2 Can prepare questions in advance and conduct simple interviews or discussions on semi-social and cultural topics. .
LR AR XMBIEIOVT, BHABEFIICEHLT, 1YFE1—PF1RNYSaVhTES, B21
Pre-Advanced Can prepare questions in advance and conduct interviews or discussions on social and cultural topics. .
LR BHRE, PPHEPINLILONT, BHICERLT A¥IE2—PT RNy 22V TES, B2.2
Advanced 1 Can prepare in advance and conduct interviews or discussions on current and semi-specialized topics. .
Li%2 BRI, PPHEFNLILIONT, REDOHEIBRERARBHS, TARAYS 3 PTAR— N TES, C1
Advanced 2 Can express well-supported opinions and engage in discussions or debates on current and semi-specialized topics.
B BHY - PINAZ 20T, RUOHIBREBRRLA S, T4 RAY X aYRTAR—ATES,
Upper-Advanced Can express well-supported opinions and engage in discussions or debates on current and specialized topics. -
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RRAEBRZE. 1970FEICEHENBABRZETFHRABTZRABLT
LUk, BARFZEHEOHMHE L LT, RROELL EHIZEHRBEEZ—
RIZWABI TR E LI, SEXBOAR L EREBEROBHZRIC, Fit
fEUEIchic), HREBAZOAHRCRIBE LTOEBREBEREZERL
TWEY,

Since initiating preparatory education for government-sponsored
international students in AY 1970, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies has
continuously evolved as a specialized institution for Japanese language
education, adapting to diverse learning needs alongside societal changes.
Building on expertise in language education and a spirit of international
understanding, we have served as a bridge connecting the world and
Japan through Japanese language education for over half a century.

RRAEBAZICBLWIEERZEFHEBHE 1 970 —(
Started preparatory education for g
government-sponsored international students AY
at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies.

BREAETERBZERFALSICRE (XBHEKRE) 201 2 —_—
Certified as an Educational Joint Utilization Base for
International Student Support Facilities. (Minister of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, MEXT)

UE (Collaborative Online International Learning)
Y— COILEHE lla Or g
201 8 THYIAVERRR IO I LENE

Implemented online international exchange program
with adoption of COIL-type education.

TUFSHA =T Y7 HTI—TDOAVZA v HAREHERR 2020 —_—
Launched online Japanese language courses through
TUFS Open Academy.

REEBRCRET+ —FL5H/
JV-CampusEZ£AREBREEFIE BB RIE
Participated in the University Internationalization
Promotion Forum / Appointed as the host institution
for the Japanese Language Education Specialized
Subcommittee of the JV-Campus Project.

FUIAVARERBE Y- RE 2023
Established the Online Japanese Language _x_ 2023 THT 2y BRELEDXERFBRRIZRE
Education Center. (XERIZKRE)

Certified as an Academic Japanese Language
Education DX Joint Utilization Base. (MEXT)

S son: s

2 NI ~TF, N2t ~TF was~nzisato ~
u, BCHNTT,

Key Words
HAIKU (HESD) ¢
the shortest poem 5/7/5-syllable fixed form
MATSUO BASHO(MEEHR) :
the most famous HAIKU poet of the Edo period
NOZARASHI (F¥5L):
exposed to the elements — skull

AT BB ERAEY CFABESY—X
(DEXRFBHE) TRAXY - EATER

RRERBEHEOX LY 5 — BT
2E - mhoreas rosnamms 2025 _X_ 2025

Established the Japanese Language Education Digital
Innovation Center and commenced full-scale operations
through collaboration with universities nationwide and
overseas.

TAT Iy VBRELRBEOXERFBHLE (BRE)
2026FE~2030FE

Academic Japanese Language Education DX Joint
Utilization Base (Re-Certification) AY 2026-2030.




HAZEHXBIZEBATA1EHR Information regarding Japanese Language Education
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https://www.tufs.ac.jp

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
https://www.tufs.ac.jp/english/

RtRBEFEREDXEYF—

RitRASERR https://www.tufs.ac.jp/institutions/ojec/

DXtvy—

Japanese Language Education Digital Innovation Center
https://www.tufs.ac.jp/english/institutions/ojec/

News & Information

T4 BRBEE
BARDOKE - KERTEIADI-HDOAREHEHELE

https://www.tufs.ac.jp/visitors/oa/online-jpclass/preparatory.html

Avan  emoaeR/En  Gm weam o wwe

FORAEEAY AV 51 VAFHERE THFOKRY - KERTH
FAOIHDAF RIS

TUFS Online
Preparatory Japanese Language Courses
for International Students

https://www.tufs.ac.jp/english/social_international/online-jpclass/preparatory.html

TUFSHF =T 7hTi— FU 51 VARERE
TUFS Open Academy,
Online Japanese Language Courses

https://www.tufs.ac.jp/english/social_international/online-jpclass/

TUFS Online
Japanese Course —

e [ M AY)
= https://wp3.tufs.ac.jp/nijiiro/ja/
Lo
A
/’f‘\ & w veee
e "‘;’ Nijiiro
wenmnmnts dofiort
A % A https://wp3.tufs.ac.jp/nijiiro/

BRAIMEEASF

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

BEVEDE
RRAEFERZ RUEAEFFHEDXE 57—
Contact T 183-8534 BRRHAIFHHEA 3-11-1

Japanese Language Education Digital Innovation Center, 3-11-1, Asahi-cho, Fuchu-shi, Tokyo 183-8534, Japan

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies E-mail : ojec-staff@tufs.ac.jp





