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Peace and Conflict Studies (PCS) Course
(October Admission)

Peace and Conflict Studies(PCS)is an
interdisciplinary research and educational program
launched in 2004. It aims to fulfill the recognized
need in many parts of the world for professionals
with expertise in peace and conflict, violence,
peacebuilding, and other related global and
transnational issues. Each year the program admits
a small but diverse group of individuals from all
over the globe and provides them with unique
opportunities to learn critical approaches to the
issues of utmost importance to many people in today’
s conflict-laden world. All courses are held in English.
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Yasuyuki Matsunaga

Professor, Graduate School of Global Studies

| teach an introductory seminar on conflict and contentious
politics. The goal of this seminar, titled PCS Research
Methodology, is to introduce to incoming PCS MA students
social scientific approaches to studying conflicts and conflict-
related political processes. The PCS program at TUFS attracts
students from divergent backgrounds, not only in terms of their
countries of origin but also in terms of their previous academic
and professional trainings.

Therefore, in order to ensure that they are on the same
page, roughly speaking, we start with foundational readings
on the goals of social scientific inquiry and what constitutes
explanation in various social scientific traditions. Then we
cover such topics as theories of conflict, divergent conceptions
of group identity, the mechanisms and processes of collective
mobilization and political violence, and analytical approaches
to culture and contentious politics. We also read and discuss
books and articles that analyze, and sometime advocate,
nonviolent approaches to social activism and radical reforms.

Prior to each class meetings, the students receive the
week's reading materials and corresponding assignment

questions. They are asked to write well-
thought-out and nuanced answers to the
questions and send them to me via email
by the night before each class meeting.
The purpose of these assignments is to
help the seminar participants be better-
prepared for three-hour-long critical and
collective engagement with the materials.
To ensure further that the participants get
the opportunity to review the materials
again weeks later, | give the students an
in-class midterm examination and a final-
take-home assignment. The students also
receive the list of recommended readings
on each topic that the seminar covers so

that they may continue reading based on their

individual interests.

This is the structure of the introductory seminar that |
have taught every year at TUFS's PCS program since 2008.
Those students who have found it useful go on to take the
follow-up seminar entitled Advanced Seminar on Conflict
and Contentious Politics in the ensuing semester. A number
of students have chosen to work on their thesis topics using
some of the analytical approaches this seminar covers.
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Tunzine Amelia Maisha Silas

Second-Year PCS Student

Conflict is an inescapable reality of the world we live in.
Regardless if we are participating in a social movement or
providing help to people in need, immersed in a conflict
environment and trying to get out, or we give shelter to those
escaping it; one fact remains: conflict is directly and indirectly
affecting our lives and shaping our world in a multitude of
ways.

Here at PCS | found like-minded individuals that come from
very distinct backgrounds that share a common interest for
peace and development and are keen to become agents of
change either through theoretical or practical work.

Personally, | have International Relations and Diplomacy as
a Bachelor Degree and work experience with Media on topics
related to children's rights, girls’ education and civil electoral
education. Joining PCS gave me the opportunity to meet and
interact with people with expertises in different fields that
brought a new point of view on issues of my interest.

Therefore, | believe that diversity is one of the key
characteristics of the TUFS PCS program. Besides the
multicultural environment, every semester, we are provided

with a variety of interesting topics to
choose from that range from theoretical
tools to practical models dealing with the
complexities that drive conflict. While some
of the topics were familiar to me, | could
still learn new concepts and deepen my
understanding on these fields. | have now
gained confidence in disseminating and
applying this knowledge.

My country (Mozambique) went through
a harsh 16-year civil war and has recently
experienced episodes of violence. For this
reason, | have a particular interest in conflict
recurrence and conflict prevention strategies.
During my first semester at TUFS, | also
developed an interest in the conflict that is delaying the nation-
building of the newest country in the world, South Sudan. This
later became the case study in my MA Thesis.

Furthermore, being such a small and diverse group of
students, we’re all highly encouraged to share our thoughts
and experiences. Combining a foreign perception with our local
experience was very constructive. Thus, the value for mutual
understanding and respect for our, sometimes, divergent ways
of thinking are highlights of the PCS experience here at TUFS.
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