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Put somewhat differently, in the Cold War as drama, the Cold War
paradigm preoccupies all the positions — and all the oppositions as
well. Consequently, all the oppositions — whether of the Battista
regime against Cuban rebels, Ishmael against Ahab, or, as was
reported in a recent psychoanalytical case study, the mind against
the body — can be read in terms of “our” freedom versus “their”
totalitarianism. Since the Cold War paradigm confines totalizing
operations to the work of the other superpower, the Cold War drama is
free to expose even its own totalization of the globe as the work of the
other superpower. Consequently, “I”’ cannot but choose this paradigm,
even though it confines choice to the “human right” to choose this
paradigm and limits “freedom” either to the “choice” of the correct
position within it, or, given the sense that the paradigm has already
“performed” all the difficult choices, to the “freedom from” the need
to choose. That is to say, the Cold War paradigm relocates public

persuasion not in the sphere of discussion but in a scene: one in which
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all the arguments have been premeditated if not quite settled, with
the only work left that of becoming the “national character” through

whom the paradigm can speak. ~
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Strangely, the foreigner lives within us: he is the hidden face of
our identity, the space that wrecks our abode, the time in which
understanding and affinity founder. By recognizing him within
ourselves, we are spared detesting him in himself. A symptom that
precisely turns “we” into a problem, perhaps makes it impossible. The
foreigner comes in when the consciousness of my difference arises,

and he disappears when we all acknowledge ourselves as foreigners,
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In my younger and more vulnerable years my father gave me some
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advice that I've been turning over in my mind ever since. '
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He didn’t say any more, but we’ve always been unusually
communicative in a reserved way, and I understood that he meant a
great deal more than that. In consequence, I'm inclined to reserve all
judgments, a habit that has opened up many curious natures to me and

[a\]
also made me the victim of not a few veteran bores. "
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You have got to pull the democratic and idealistic clothes off
American utterance, and see what you can of the dusky body of IT
underneath.

‘Henceforth be masterless’

0
Henceforth be mastered.™
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