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On Friday, May 30, 2025, TUFS Cinema held a screening
of the Okinawan documentary film “Close to The Bone” (directed
by Katsuya Okuma, 2024) at the Agora Global Prometheus Hall,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. This event was planned
for this year, marking 80 years since the Battle of Okinawa, to
encourage us living today to unearth memories of war, confront
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them, and consider how we can resist the bases and military
forces that bring war into the future. Alongside the screening, a
photo exhibition titled “Connecting Soil and Remains” was held
in the 1st floor lobby of Agora Global, creating a space to connect
the memories of war with the ongoing issue of military base
construction.

The featured film, Close to The Bone, is a documentary
following Takamatsu Gushiken, who has spent over 40 years
collecting the remains of those lost in the Battle of Okinawa.
Director Katsuya Okuma has previously created works set in
Okinawa and Asia. This film portrays Gushiken’s labor of searching
the earth for countless bone fragments as an “active act of
memorialization.” Mr. Gushiken states that imagining the moment
of death from these fragments and paying respects is the very
“action” needed to prevent such sacrifices from ever recurring.
His words and practice pose an intensely contemporary question:
how to connect commemorating the past with changing the
future.

The screening took place on May 30th. Eighty years
ago during this period, Shuri—where the Japanese military had
established its headquarters—fell. The subsequent southern
retreat led to a dramatic increase in civilian casualties, with many
people caught between the U.S. and Japanese forces and losing
their lives. By holding the screening with this historical context in
mind, the aim was to consider the Battle of Okinawa not as a “past
event,” but as an issue directly connected to the present.

A talk session with Director Okuma followed the
screening. He shared his encounter with Mr. Gushiken, the
process leading to filming, and memorable on-site experiences.
He also discussed the “collective nature” of peace education and
social movements in Okinawa, observed while accompanying Mr.
Gushiken'’s activities. It was emphasized that collecting remains
is not merely an individual endeavor but a practice connecting
communities and society.

The concurrent photo exhibition “Connecting Sand
and Remains” displayed photographs capturing citizens’
actions opposing sand extraction in southern Okinawa for the
new Henoko base construction. Through photos provided by
our university’s graduates, graduate students, and individuals
continuing their activities in Okinawa, the exhibition aimed to
convey “what is happening in Okinawa now.”

Approximately 380 people attended the event,
including students, citizens, researchers, and others from both
inside and outside the university. Participants shared reflections
such as “Mr. Gushiken’s narration was deeply moving” and “The
collection of remains made me think profoundly about war
responsibility and the inheritance of memory,” creating a space
for dialogue connecting the past and present, the individual and
society. We intend to continue efforts to unearth memories of war
and connect them to contemporary issues of militarization and
base problems.

This project was made possible through the support
and cooperation of TUFS Cinema, Comparative Japanese
Culture of International Center for Japanese Studies, Center for
Intercultural Studies, TOFOO LLC, and our undergraduate and
graduate students. We extend our sincere gratitude to everyone
who contributed. Thank you very much.

(Kozue UEHARA)
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The Summer Seminar 2025, “Language and Culture:
Perspectives from Southeast and East Asia”, was held over three
days from Wednesday 23rd to Friday 25th July. The Summer
Seminar has been held since 2012 with the aim of developing and
disseminating international Japanese studies. It typically takes the
form of concurrent events: lectures by guest speakers from Japan
and abroad alongside faculty members of our university, and
a research presentation session (Summer School) by graduate
students from Japan and abroad.

The lectures took place in a hybrid format (in-person
and online) during the mornings of Wednesday 23rd to Friday
25th July.

Lecturer Himawan Pratama introduced the significance
of re-examining narratives within their cultural context, using
Captain Tsubasa as a case study in pop culture narrative research.
Lecturer Kim Eun-ae’s report presented a detailed analysis of the
1978 Tokyo lecture ‘The Humanity Pavilion” by the Okinawan
theatre group ‘S6zd’ (Creation), highlighting its notable activities
and demonstrating its political and cultural significance. Professor
Okano’s presentation focused on the phenomenon of using
nouns like ‘older brother’ instead of personal pronouns (pronoun
substitution) and expressions such as ‘I opened the door but it
didn’t open’ (event cancellation). Through analysing situations
in Burmese, it highlighted characteristics of Japanese. Associate
Professor Onozuka reported on the current state of research
concerning the purpose, role, and methods of assessment in
language learning. Professor Furihata organised the phonological
features of both Japanese and Indonesian from the perspective of
learning and teaching each language. Kawamura demonstrated,
using Japanese passive sentences as an example, how the same
grammatical phenomenon can be analysed differently depending
on the differing interests of cross-linguistic studies versus

individual language studies.

The concurrently held Summer School took place online
on the afternoons of Thursday 24th and Friday 25th, featuring
presentations by twelve postgraduate students from Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies, the University of Tokyo, Nagoya
University, the University of Sydney, Adam Mickiewicz University,
and Jilin University. Each presentation was followed by comments
from faculty members, leading to fruitful discussions.

(Futoshi Kawamura)




