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Yutaro Koga (Taiwan: Providence University): ‘Research on
'Perspectives’ in Linguistics: Its Significance and Challenges”

At this event, two researchers gave presentations
on the theme of “Japanese, Chinese, and Perspectives”.
After a detailed explanation of previous research on
perspective by Prof. Kato, she introduced an analysis of the
differences between Japanese and Chinese in terms of how
perspective is expressed, using examples from Japanese-
Chinese bilingual novels. She introduced the concept of
“inner perspective” in Japanese and “elevated perspective”
in Chinese.

Prof. Koga summarized the significance and
problems of research on perspective to date, and then
introduced a case study of the differences between
Japanese and Chinese passive sentences as an example of
how introducing the concept of “perspective” can provide
a unified explanation of multiple linguistic phenomena. The
results of comparing the two languages showed that the
Japanese passive sentence involves the “point of view” of
“where to look from”, while the Chinese passive sentence
involves the “point of focus” of “what to look at”.

We had over 40 participants online, and the discussion was
lively.

(Hanae Yukimatsu)
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Invited Prof. Dong Wang (Assistant Professor at
Faculty of Education and Integrated Arts and Sciences,
Waseda University, Visiting Researcher at Institute
of Language Research, TUFS) to speak on the theme
of “Considering the Possibilities between Education
and ICT: Educating Al to Make the Most of Education.
Organized jointly with the JSPS Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research (B) “Construction and applied research of the



database of high-quality Japanese example sentences
available for the development of dictionary websites and
applications” (PI: Tomomi Suzuki, Assignment Numbers:
21H00535, 23K20470). Prof. Hiroshi Sano of TUFS served as
commentator. Despite the cold weather, a lively question-
and-answer session was held among the participants.
(Tomomi SUZUKI)
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At the Young Researchers’ Reports session, the
following three graduate students and a young researcher
gave presentations.

Choi Go-Eun (Research Fellow, International Center for
Japanese Studies, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies) / A
Study of “Kinuta wo utsu onna” by Lee Hoesung
Victor Laubenstein (Doctoral Program, TUFS) / Colonialism
and Kirishitan-shi: A Study Case on the Encounter Between
Anjird and Xavier (1548)
Gerard Puig (Doctoral Program,TUFS) / Re-articulating the
World: The Legacy of the Kyoto School in Izutsu Toshihiko’s
Reading of Zen Dialectic.

(Tsutomu TOMOTSUNE)
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This intensive lecture series, which was designed
to bring together Literary and Intellectual History in an
attempt to counter Colonialism, saw the participation of
five speakers: Writer, Yasushi Ninagawa; Prof. Bret de Balley
(Cornell University); Prof. Toshio Nakano (Professor Emeritus
of TUFS); Writer, Kohei Toyonaga; and Prof. Shigeru Kurakazu,
who acted as interviewer. The speakers discussed the rich
expanses of thought and literature that are being developed

in to order to transcend modernity and colonialism.
(Tsutomu TOMOTSUNE)
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The application of extended reality (XR) and
metaverse in Japanese language education is a nascent
field in Japan. However, it has garnered significant
attention overseas, particularly at universities, resulting
in a noticeable gap in interest levels. We were honored to
attend a lecture by Prof. Masako Hayashi, a leading figure
in this domain. Prof. Hayashi shared her insights on current
and future international collaborative initiatives related
to XR and metaverse, including case studies and analyses.
This expanded the participants’ perspectives significantly.
Furthermore, we investigated the potential applications of
XR and the metaverse in education and in the context of
multicultural coexistence and understanding through group
discussions involving both in-person and online participants.
Finally, Prof. Makiko Fukumura, an expert in multicultural
coexistence, presented her ideas and insights from related
research on the utilization of XR and the metaverse to



promote multicultural coexistence. This session was highly
informative and enriching.
(Mika SUZUKI)
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International Symposium “The Korean Martial
Law and the State of Civil Disturbance and Aftermath:
Considering the Crisis in East Asia”
Saturday, March 8th, 13:00-18:00, Institute of Foreign Affairs,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
Co-hosted by: International Center for Japanese Studies,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Institute of East Asian
Studies, Anglican University of Korea, and NPO Cultural
Center Arirang

At this symposium, as detailed reports from Korean
researchers on the current state of internal conflict in Korea,
Prof. Kang Sung-Hyun (Sungkonghoe University) will report
on the course of events and the current situation of the
rise of the right-wing, “The History of ‘Exception States’
and the 12.3 Coup d'état and Internal Conflict as Seen from
GENOCIDE", as well as a report by Prof. Choi SungYong



(Sungkonghoe University) on the current state of society,
and a panoramic report by Prof. Yuko Manabe (University
of Tokyo) that also looked at the cultural situation in light
of traditional views of life and death and the struggle for
democracy in Korea, as well as a report from Japan by Prof .
CHONG Young-hwan (Meiji Gakuin University).

In addition, Ryuichi Kitano (Asahi Shimbun) raised
the issue of biased reporting by Japanese journalism and the
possibility of international solidarity. Finally, Prof. Tsutomu
Tomotsune led a summary discussion that took into account
the situation of fascism in the United States under the Trump

administration.

(Tsutomu TOMOTSUNE)
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Title of presentation:

Professor Kim Ji-Hyun (Miyazaki University): ‘On the copula
structure and “noun-like” features of Japanese and Korean’
Professor Naoki Ogoshi (Emeritus Professor, University of
Tokyo): “The usage of "noun-ending sentences’ in Japanese
and Korean - about function’

In this session, two researchers gave presentations
on the theme of “Japanese, Korean, and Nouns”.

First, Prof. Kim explained the structural differences
between Japanese and Korean noun sentences (noun-
predicate sentences). Previous research has pointed out that
Japanese is a language with ‘noun-like” characteristics, and
Korean is a language with ‘verb-like" characteristics. However,
she suggested that this may be due to the characteristics
of Japanese and Korean noun sentences. Next, Prof. Ogoshi
presented data showing that Japanese sentences with the
copula dropped (noun-only sentences) occur relatively more
freely than in Korean, and he suggested that the difference
in the function of noun-only sentences in Japanese and
Korean may be the cause of this.

There were nearly 40 participants online, and the
discussion was lively.

(Hanae Yukimatsu)
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