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Japanese natural philosophy and Subjecthood:

Environmental philosophy and the Anthropocene

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

Jourdan Fayao Ariadne

Recent concerns about climate change and natural disasters have influenced the development
of a sub-field in natural philosophy (B #A#7%) also known as environmental philosophy (FREEH).
To many scholars of the field, the Japanese understanding of ambiance passes the physical, solely
scientific nature, and is argued by environmental philosophers as a broader concept named milieu
(Bl 1+), that encompasses nature, climate, culture and spirit altogether. This interpretation sees
human and human relations as one of the constitutions of what we understand by nature,
distinguished from classic western dualism that separates subject (human) of the ambiance
(environment). The lack of subjecthood on the environment is a symptom of Earth’s current
geological era, the Anthropocene, in which human beings are the main actors in nature, causing
relevant impact to all species. In this presentation I will be analyzing the environmental philosophy
from Watsuji Tetsuro, focusing on the ideas seen in the first chapter of his book Fudo (J&+, 1935)
named the Phenomenon of Fudo. We will be conversing with the chapter 1 and 5 of the book Japanese
Environmental Philosophy from Oxford University Press, respectively Thinking the Ambient: On
the Possibility of Shizengaku (Naturing Science) by Augustin Berque and Sensation, Betweenness,
Rythms: Watsuji's Environmental Philosophy and Ethics in Conversation with Heidegger by
Inutsuka Yu. We will focus in the idea of subjectivity, ontological duality, Watsuji’s concept of Fudo
J& 42, and how those converse with anthropocene and climate change. Then we will explain how this
discussion is relevant for my current master’s research on the Environmental philosophy of Japan

and Brazil.
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Natural philosophy and the becoming animal

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
SOH Gabriel

Introduction:

In this panel discussion, I will be focussing on the Deleuzian concept of becoming-animal. This
concept appears finalised in his work with Felix Guattari, “A Thousand Plateaus” (1980), where they
criticise and build on a range of philosophical and artistic works to build a comprehensive critique
of the effects that capitalism has on the human body. Initially, I wanted to focus more on my research
into the Japanese Women’s Liberation Movement but I opted rather to build from the work of my

fellow panellists in order to have a more dynamic and lively discussion.

1 Deleuze’s Difference from Ontological Duality
... There are not two multiplicities or two machines; one and the same machinic assemblage
produces and distributes the whole, in other words, the set of statements corresponding to

the “complex”.1

We have heard briefly about the ontology duality as seen in Descarte and Aristoteles where there
exists a binary between the subject and object which we will see becomes the primary target of
Deleuze’s criticism. Deleuze’s overall project is to be deterritorialized from hierarchy, wherever it
may exist, finding Lines of Flight? and freeing desire wherever it is caged. For Deleuze, the
traditional Aristotelian logic where each sentence contains a subject that affirms or denies the
predicate following it is overly rigid and imposes hierarchical order on reality and being.3 Other

examples of binary oppositions are human/animal, self/other and man/woman.

Deleuze writes in A Thousand Plateaus that belief in a sort of logic to being is “[t]he error we must

1 Deleuze, G., & Guattari, F. (2013). A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia (B. Massumi,
Trans.). Bloomsbury, 39

2 See Ibid 8-9

3 Smith, R. (2000, March 18). Aristotle's Logic (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy). Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy. 4. Premises: The Structures of Assertions
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guard against.”4 As opposed to Aristotle, we should bring difference to the forefront of the
discussion of ontology. Deleuze dares to make the claim that being is difference, framing
“difference as an absolute rather than relative value”.? In other words, Deleuze purports
difference in itself. When it comes to identity, for Deleuze this is not a question of being (solely in
the affirmative) but understanding of what it is not, its non-being, its difference. With this
foundation laid out, Deleuze thinks that we are better equipped to recognise the multiplicity of
existence. Throughout A Thousand Plateaus, he uses the concept of the rhizome to capture the
multiple, chaotic nature of existence. In doing so, Deleuze frees up our conceptualisation of being

and makes way for becomingto take place.

1.2 Deleuze and Haiku, haecceity
“Among types of civilizations, the Orient has many more individuations by haecceity than
by subjectivity or substantiality: the haiku, for example, must include indicators as so

many floating lines constituting a complex individual.”6

In continuing with the analysis of haiku, Deleuze seems to come to a similar conclusion to Berque.
Instead of adhering to the ontological duality laid out by subject-predicate and positioning the
subject as before the predication, the “occurrence, or phenomena” is brought forward. Here
however, it seems that the existence of a predicate such as the “% %7’ (am) requires the existence
of a subject that does the existing. Where the subject in the Japanese haiku does not exist, it
becomes possible to become one with the feeling and sensation. The distance between the reader
and the poem is closer. Put differently, in haiku there is no character that is doing the feeling or

the sensing, the feeling simply is.

At play here is Deleuze’s use of haecceity. While this is not an entirely new concept, dating back to
John Duns Scotus in the time of mediaeval philosophy. Reinterpreted to Deleuze’s own framework,
it refers to the individuality of an event or moment instead of the individuality of substance or

subject, in the case of the haiku, this is the feeling or sensation. As Deleuze recognises that

4 Deleuze, G., & Guattari, F. (2013). A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia (B. Massumi,
Trans.). Bloomsbury. 291

5 See Deleuze, G. (1994). Difference and Repetition. Columbia University Press.

6 Deleuze, G., & Guattari, F. (2013). A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia (B. Massumi,
Trans.). Bloomsbury, 304

TEEED BUOXEED FIZdD Seen in Berque, A. (2017). Thinking the Ambient: On the Possibility of
Shizengaku (Naturing Science). In J. Baird Callicott & J.McRae (Eds.), Japanese Environmental
Philosophy (pp. 3-18). New York, NY: Oxford University Press



ontology is likely more multifaceted than Western ontological duality would have us believe, he
recognises one such case that is outside of the Western literary world, finding compatibility with
Berque’s claim that Japanese uses a trinary language structure. Perhaps this is replacing one rigid
structure with another. For, it is also not the case that Western philosophy solely deals with modes

of being in binaries.

Plato’s theory of the tripartite soul is one such example. In this theory, the soul is divided into 3
parts, the logos (rational), thymos (spirited) and eros (appetitive/desire). Applying Deleuze’s
critiques of other ontological structures and hierarchies to the tripartite soul calls into question
the prioritising the rational over the spirited and appetitive. Moreover, Deleuze recognises that
the appetitive (or desire) is entirely capable or desire-production and to attempt to prioritise one’s
rational over desire is a form of self-oppression. At a fundamental level even, this returns back to
the reconceptualisation of being as less fixed in favour of becoming, which in a broader sense jabs
at the meta-physics on which Plato based his philosophy.8 In sum, Deleuze’s philosophy of
immanence as opposed to transcendence, multitude as opposed to duality and becoming as
opposed to being is a clarion call for rethinking structures that bind us to our own ontology. The
discussion of Japanese language and haiku might be a step in the right direction but

simultaneously asks why stop there?

2: Becoming-animal, gendered existence Tanaka Mitsu’s becoming.
Ol LTebDEZDLINRNDHINGOE Tl D LR U< EHHHFIZ, TR OHSZSI&ET
DODHEDREDE L THLDENL, LrLEIZENIZH, b LOL LIEHORRN, L
THEWTHEDLLRUVMER E L THRO L2261, ZoHRo A 391 a2 Ziko TH
ZETHRNIERDE, ZRFBRORPTEZICHWARWREB NS E L5 S ONR
TRRVOENL, 7 (HPEH)

"Just as our lives always proceed in the form of ING, so too does movement always proceed,

dragging along the excess parts. However, in any case, if our searching ends as a search that

neither pushes nor pulls, then there's no need to roll the dice for this world's 'tomorrow.' It

will be a scene where men and women 'who are nowhere' wander in the stench of decay."

(Tanaka Mitsu)

8 This criticism also broadly applies to Plato’s Theory of Forms.
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As my master’s research is mainly focused on the philosophy of the Women’s Liberation Movement
in Japan, we will also see that in real-world social movements contemporary with Deleuze that
even if not directly referenced, the trend of searching for new ways of being is the imperative for
a movement. Coming back to the concept of self-oppression and the tripartite soul, Tanaka also
considered the liberation of eros as a main objective of her movement.® She saw that constructs
within patriarchal-capitalist society were being internalised within individuals and that women
were also the ones doing the oppressing to themselves. Then, what are the possibilities that we

have at our disposal for a radical rethinking of a gendered existence?

One of these appears in a special issue on Deleuze and Gender in 2008, Jami Weinstein discusses
the possibility of Deleuze’s concept of becoming-animal for a feminist project. Weinstein argues
for what could be described as an extension of Deleuze’s becoming to “transspecies zoo-ontology”
which is similar to how Deleuze critiques the hierarchy of things that come only in binary
oppositions, arguing for multiplicity of being.10 In applying this concept to gender theory, it
becomes possible that rather than looking at gender on a binary of man-woman (which opens up
to feminist criticism on the grounds that within the current dynamic, this places women as the
second-sex) ontology ought to the reconceptualised as something that goes beyond even the

human-non-human binary, hence the call for transspecies zoo-ontology.

As it relates to the discussion of Watsuji Tetsuro’s Fudo and Deleuze’s rhizomatic philosophy, the
concept of becoming animal and then to transspecies thought seems to be a logical extension and
appear compatible with each other. It does lead to a unification with humanity and nature and is
able to move away from the binary oppositions that Deleuze is so critical of. His concept of
becoming-imperceptible overlaps heavily with what we can see from Fudo. Namely, that individuals
and entities transcend their clear, defined identities and merge with nature, with the environment

and join the flow of existence, in a state of perpetually dynamic state of metamorphosis.

Conclusion
In this presentation, I have used natural philosophy as a springboard for discussion about Deleuze’s
philosophy of becoming. Firstly, in his critique of ontological duality which he views as an

ultimately hierarchical and oppressive mode of thinking. Then, applying the same logic to the

9 See: Tanaka Mitsu: Liberation of Eros

10 Weinstein, J. (2008). Introduction Part II. Deleuze Studies, 2(Special Issue on Deleuze and Gender),
20-33. JSTOR.
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trinary nature of Japanese language and haiku as well as Plato’s Tripartite Soul. The aim here is
not to criticise these structures on the grounds that they are fundamentally the same as binaries

but more so to ask the question why stop there? How far can we really take this idea?

Finally, in briefly touching on thoughts from Tanaka Mitsu and the Women’s Liberation Movement
and the idea of transspecies zoo-ontology, this traces the line of flight drawn out by Deleuze to a
place that we found not unexplored by Watsuji Tetsuro’s concept of Fudo. So this calls into question,
can we really take this concept this far? Are these ideas really all that similar or are their

differences incompatible?
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Marketing ‘Ethnic Harmony’-

Ainu Tourism, the National Ainu Museum, and Japan’s Imperial Legacy

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

Lea Katharina Pflueger

Although the end of World War II reduced Japanese sovereignty to what is now deemed Japan’s
“inherent territory”, within today’s borders, three former colonies remain: Yaun Mosir in the north,
and the Ryukyu and Ogasawara Islands in the South. These remnants of the former empire are not
often perceived as such in the Japanese public sphere, and continued discourse of Japan as a
“homogeneous” or “monoethnic” country renders its minorities almost invisible in collective memory.
Yet in 2019, after decades of Indigenous activism, the Japanese government finally recognized the
Ainu as “indigenous people of the northern part of the Japanese archipelago, in particular
Hokkaido”.2 Ainu Mosir, the Ainu homeland, stretches from northern Honshu, Yaun Mosir
(Hokkaido), now part of Japan, to Rutomu (the Kuril Islands), Yanke Mosir (Sakhalin), Kamchatka,
and the Amur River basin, now part of Russia. By the time Japan officially annexed Yaun Mosir
shortly after its “rebirth” as a nation-state in 1868, there had been centuries of unequal trade and
colonial domination between the Ainu and the Wajin (the majority ethnic group in Japan).

Even though late-nineteenth-century Japanese tended to unambiguously call the settlement of Yaun
Mosir “colonization” (takushoku of shokumin), popular imaginations of Hokkaido history mostly
adhere to the euphemistic government-endorsed narrative of kaitaku, roughly translating to
“development”, “pioneering” or “reclamation (of a wasteland).! The logic of Japanese settler
colonialism in Yaun Mosir is terra nullius (mushuchi), a legal rhetoric that posits a land as empty
and unclaimed to justify colonization, while disregarding Indigenous claims.? The eliminatory
rationale for this systematic form of dispossession and forced assimilation under the guise of
“civilization”, exploitation, and oppression became “a distinct feature of the modern form of settler
colonialism with Meiji Japan’s drive for nation-state building and capitalist development”3. Terra

nullius still acts as the underlying framework of present Ainu policy, with the Japanese government

1 Richard Siddle, Race, Resistance and the Ainu of Japan (London/ New York: Routledge, 1999), 51; Ueki
Tetsuya, Shokumin-gaku no kioku — Ainu sabetsu to gakumon no sekinin (Memories of colonial studies:
Ainu discrimination and academic responsibility) (Tokyo: Ryokufu, 2015), 125 et seqq.

2 Tristan R. Grunow et al., “Hokkaido 150: Settler Colonialism and Indigeneity in Modern Japan and
Beyond,” Critical Asian Studies 51, No. 4 (2019), 603, https://doi.org/10.1080/14672715.2019.1665291.
3Tbid. 9
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rejecting the self-determination aspect of Indigenous rights as established in the United Nation’s
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

Within the Japanese system of settler colonial domination in Yaun Mosir and beyond, Ainu became
the subjects of a triad of disciplines: anthropology, tourism, and visual representation
(photography/film). These fields are not only connected by their tendency to metaphorically
transform people into “objects that can be symbolically possessed”, but also by their deep connection
to the processes of nation building and colonial expansion in Japan.4 The formulation of the Ainu as
a paradigm of Otherness —a barbarian, primitive people in need of civilization and modernization
brought by the Wajin— through various methods of scientific research effectively legitimized colonial
rule and reinforced the imperialistic ideology and agenda of the state. The rise of mass tourism in
Japan did not only provide the state with a vehicle for spatial politics through which colonial
conquest could be facilitated and justified. It also became a way through which Japanese citizens
could make sense of the ever-expanding Japanese empire and their own place within it.

The legal recognition of the Ainu as Indigenous in 2019 and the opening of Upopoy, the National
Ainu Museum and Park, as a symbol of “ethnic harmony” is directly linked to tourism. As Chief
Cabinet Secretary Suga Yoshihide told Asahi Shimbun, “having the world understand the splendid
aspects of Ainu culture will contribute to international goodwill and lead to promotion of tourism”.5
Scholars and activists have also expressed their frustration about the creation of Upopoy being used
as way to sideline and pacify the Ainu desire for substantive Indigenous rights.6 What does the
establishment of such a facility say about the relationship between the exhibitor and the exhibited,
both in the past and present? Who speaks in this national museum? As Ainu artist Ukaji Shizue

stated, “If the Japanese government wants to use the term ‘ethnic harmony’ in order to build

4 Susan Sonntag, On Photography. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1977), 14; Tessa Morris-Suzuki,
“Tourists, Anthropologists, and Visions of Indigenous Society in Japan,” In: Beyond Ainu Studies:
Changing Academic and Public Perspectives, eds. Mark J. Hudson et al. (O’ahu: University of Hawai‘i
Press, 2014).

5 “Bill finally recognizes Ainu as indigenous people of Japan,” Asahi Shimbun, Feburary 6, 2019,
archived at the Wayback Machine,
https://web.archive.org/web/20190207015109/www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/AJ201902060037.html.

6 Jeffry Gayman, “On Collaborative Ainu Research Initiatives: Needs and Challenges,” In Japan and
Canada in Comparative Perspective: Economics and Politics; Regions, Places and People, ed. David W.

Edgington et al., (Japan Studies Association of Canada, 2015), 160.



[Upopoyl, it is requested that the government make a formal apology to us Ainu for the historical
injustices imposed on us”.”

My research analyzes the establishment of Ainu tourism and museums in relation to Japanese
imperialism. By utilizing an interdisciplinary framework, I will be able to demonstrate how
dominant narratives, discourses, and dynamics of Ainu tourism are entangled with different aspects
of settler memory. The National Ainu Museum too is connected to this historically constructed
discourse, reflecting some of the legacies of Japanese imperialism in Yaun Mosir that structure Ainu
tourism and museum representations to this day. By tracing their development, I am able to uncover
the structure of settler colonialism in discursive spaces and dominant narratives, and how diverse
responses from Ainu activists, Japanese politicians and scholars, and Western researchers reinforce,

challenge, and subvert these narratives in the public sphere.

Settler Colonialism and Memory in Yaun Mosir

Settler colonialism describes a special form of colonialism in which settlers seek to “replace
indigenous society with that imported by the colonisers”, which forms the polity’s “primary
structural characteristic rather than its origins alone”.8 This means that settler colonialism is
inherently eliminatory: its main currency is territory from which Indigenous peoples have to be
removed from.

The recognition of Hokkaido as a settler colony is marginal within the broader field of Japanese
studies. Yaun Mosir is often understood as part of the “inherent territory” of Japan, and its colonial
conquest is understood as either mere development or reduced to an “internal colony” in the period
of “informal empire”.9While the analysis of “Hokkaido” within the framework of (settler) colonialism
is becoming more popular in English language literature in recent years, Japanese public and
academic discourse is largely characterized by the “development” (kaitaku) framework. This
narrative, put forward by the Japanese government, honors the struggles of the brave pioneers who
brought progress and civilization to a ruthless wilderness, and focuses on modernization and
economic expansion. In this framing, the historical and present-day presence of the Ainu is obscured
in favor of settler stories. When the Ainu are mentioned in historical writing, the dynamics between

Indigenous peoples and settlers are primarily described as “exploitation” without recognizing the

7 Shizue Ukaji, “A Quest for What We Ainu Are,” trans. Hiroshi Maruyama, In Indigenous Efflorescence’
Beyond Revitalisation in Sapmi and Ainu Mosir, ed. Gerald Roche et al., (Canberra: ANU Press, 2018),
172.

8 Patrick Wolfe, ‘Nation and MiscegeNation: Discursive Continuity in the Post-Mabo Era’, Social

Analysis: The International Journal of Anthropology 36 (1994), 93, https://www.jstor.org/stable/23171805.

9 Philip Seaton, Local History and War Memories in Hokkaido (London and New York: Routledge, 2016).
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structure of settler colonialism.19 As is common in settler colonies, dispossession is naturalized as “a
necessary transition from the Indigenous past to the settler present”.!! This is largely symptomatic
of “settler memory”.

Settler colonies are in a constant state of self-negotiation as a “teleological project with the end goal
of replacing the (settler) colony with a sovereign polity leaving no trace of the Indigeneity and
coloniality that it succeeds”.12 Elimination and expansion are rooted within the ideology of progress,
which in itself is verbalized by a logic of exceptionalism that gives settler colonialism a sense of
purpose and righteousness. Settlers become “pioneers” that are entrusted with “a daring, necessary
and even altruistic undertaking”.13 At the same time, settler colonialism is contingent on the denial
of “hidden structures of violence that extend into the present”.14 The logic of elimination thus extends
beyond the act of colonization itself, pervading the realms of collective memory. Settler memory
becomes a “memory for forgetfulness” that eliminates claims for decolonization and memory for past
wrongdoing.15 The violent roots of settler states are oftentimes whitewashed and softened within
public historical consciousness, obfuscated by grand narratives of development and progress.

The settler memory framework helps untangle the ontological process that obfuscates the
colonization of Yaun Mosir in the Japanese context through the reframing as “development”
(kaitaku). The historical amnesia associated with such a narrative is of course not mere passive
ignorance of the colonial past and present, it is a historically constructed discourse that actively
engages with competing memories and histories. As Kevin Bruyneel argues, “a settler society
habitually reproduces [their own] memories of Indigenous people’s history,” undermining
Indigenous peoples’ agency over their own histories.16 Settler states disavow “the presence of

Indigenous peoples as contemporary agents and of settler colonialism as a persistent shaping

10 Ueki, Shokumin-gaku no kioku (Memory of Colonial Studies), 125 et seqq.

11 Emile Cameron, Far Off Metal River— Inuit Lands, Settler Stories, and the Making of the
Contemporary Arctic (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2015), 176.

12 Augustine SJ Park, “Settler Colonialism, Decolonization and Radicalizing Transitional Justice.”
International Journal of Transitional Justice 14, Iss. 2 (2020), https:/doi.org/10.1093/ijtj/ijaa006. In
settler colonies,

13 John Collins, Global Palestine (London: Hurst and Company, 2011), 34.

14 Tbid., 35.

15 The term “memory for forgetfulness” was coined by Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish in his 1987
poem of the same title, before being developed into a sociological concept in Areej Sabbagh-Khoury,
“Memory for forgetfulness: Conceptualizing a memory practice of settler colonial disavowal,” Theory and
Society 52 (2023), 264, https:/doi.org/10.1007/s11186-022-09486-0.

16 Kevin Bruyneel, Settler Memory: The Disavowal of Indigeneity and the Politics of Race in the United
States (Chapel Hill: University of South Carolina Press, 2021), xiii.
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force”.1” The development narrative acts as the foundation upon which interactions between the
Ainu community, the public, and the government are built to this day, which is to say that settler
narratives and Ainu narratives of history oftentimes clash.

Tourism and museums constitute sites in which these clashing narratives become visible. The settler
colonial ambition is to present settled land as a resource to be possessed. For this purpose, tourism
can reframe the history of a place and the people within it, creating new identities for colonizers and
colonized. Through the effort of reinscribing land relationships in a way that erases Indigenous
presence and legitimizes colonization, settlers create “settler identities” that are centered around
relationships to the land, cultural practice, and shared ambitions. As such, settlers tend to ignore
the history and perpetuation of settler colonialism their country is built upon. Tourism is a site
where the paradoxical nature of Indigeneity becomes most visible: Settler colonialism attempts to
erase the distinction between colony and metropole by eliminating Indigenous peoples, often through
genocide or assimilation, but the Othering mechanisms of tourism reinscribe ethnic difference
visually. Katrina Phillips argues that this can lead to “salvage tourism”, which “combines the
theoretical framework of salvage ethnography with the practices and yearnings of heritage
tourism”.18 In this context, history is conveyed “in a way that seeks to secure the unadulterated and
uncontaminated past”. 19 This allows non-Indigenous peoples to “travel and see the wilderness
through the eyes of a genteel vacationer, not a violent conqueror”.20 Indigenous tourism thus tends
to replace violent pasts with imaginaries, anachronizing Indigeneity to parallel romantic and exotic
tropes carried by tourists.

However, this creation of narratives is not unidirectional. Indigenous peoples can interrupt settler
narratives and present counter-narratives by re-centering themselves in their own narratives and

re-affirming their connections to the land.

Ainu History as “Difficult Heritage”

In 1973, Ainu poet and writer Sasaki Masao wrote

17 Ibid.

18 Katrina Phillips, Staging Indigeneity — Salvage Tourism and the Performance of Native American
History (Chapel Hill: UNC Press, 2021), 16.

19 Jbid., 20.

20 Jpid., 21.



What we are facing now is neither the ‘Ainu’ as a race (jinshu), nor the ‘Ainu’ as a

people (minzoku), but simply ‘Ainu’ as a situation (jokyo) — a situation in which people

call us ‘Ainu’ and the meaning of that ‘Ainu’ comes to constrain our lives.2!
His understanding is emblematic of the essence of what makes Ainu representation a point of
contention in the frontier of memory. The “difficult heritage” is not that of the Ainu, it is of the
colonizers, who encode Indigeneity as an obstacle to overcome. Sasaki’s recognition of the Ainu as a
situation describes the inherent conflict of the Ainu in modern Japan — the colonization of Yaun
Mosir had irretrievably altered Ainu society, but what it meant to be Ainu in modern Japan was
forever defined by the Wajin imagination. Yaun Mosir’s difficult history is the inherent difficulty
that the Ainu pose for popular imaginations of Yaun Mosir as Hokkaido. Tourism as a production
site for colonial identities and meanings of land then becomes a site where this difficulty is
articulated most clearly.
Building on the work of Tessa Morris-Suzuki, Lisa Hiwasaki, Saito Reiko, and Sidney Cheung, it is
possible to identify four key phases of Ainu tourism, each of them connected to distinct but
interrelated discourses that negotiate the interpretation and representation of Ainu heritage.22 The
first phase in pre-war Japan served to rationalize the colonization of Yaun Mosir and the exploitation
and assimilation of the Ainu. The Ainu were defined as “primitive” and in need of help and
“protection” by Wajin that would “develop” their land and turn them into civilized members of the
imperial nation. In post-war Japan, most importantly during the first Ainu boom of the 1950s and
1960s, salvage tourism helped further historical amnesia by imagining Ainu as still living in a
nostalgic past, unaffected by colonization. At the same time, a meta-discourse questioned the
authenticity of contemporaneous Ainu culture. The third phase from the late 1960s can be seen as a
precursor to contemporary tourism, in which Ainu started to self-represent through museums and

actively counteract historical amnesia. The fourth phase is characterized by the second Ainu boom

21 Translation via Mark Winchester, “On The Dawn Of A New National Ainu Policy: The ‘Ainu As A
Situation’ Today,” The Asia-Pacific Journal Japan Focus 7, Iss. 41, No. 3 (2009), https://apjjf.org/mark-
winchester/3234/article.

22 Morris-Suzuki, “Tourists, Anthropologists, and Visions of Indigenous Society”; Lisa Hiwasaki, “Ethnic
Tourism in Hokkaido and the Shaping of Ainu Identity,” Pacific Affairs 73, No. 3 (2000),
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/2672026; Saito Reiko, “Hokkaido kanko an'nmai no naka no Ainu bunka shokai

no hensen: Showa-ki no ryoko anmai Hokkaido shokai kiji no kosatsu o toshite,”(The transition of the
introduction of Ainu culture in Hokkaido tourist guidebooks: through the examination of travel
guidebooks and articles introducing Hokkaido in the Showa period),Showa Women's University
Institute of International Culture Bulletin 6 (2000); Sidney Cheung, “Change of Ainu images in Japan:
A reflexive study of pre-war and post-war photo images of Ainu,” Visual Anthropology 9, No.1 (2010),
https://doi.org/10.1080/08949468.1996.9966688.
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of the 21st century, tentatively set into motion by the UN’s International Year for the World's
Indigenous People in 1993 and fully consolidated by the success of the manga Golden Kamuy and
the opening of the Upopoy National Ainu Museum and Park. In this current phase, different

interpretations of the past become the most complex.

Imperial Tourism and Yaun Mosir as Naichi

In the early phases of colonial Hokkaido, tourism served as a vehicle through which Wajin could
come to understand the new frontier as part of naichi, the Japanese homeland. When the nascent
Japanese nation-state annexed Yaun Mosir in 1869, it renamed it “Hokkaido”, the “northern sea
circuit”. This renaming is emblematic of the Japanese government’s ambition to “remake Native
land as settler home” by erasing Ainu connections in the land and declaring it as “terra nullius”, an
unclaimed, empty land, lying fallow in anticipation of Japanese development.23 As Johan Edelheim
describes in his formulation of the “touristic terra nullius”, the history of Hokkaido was imagined as
beginning with the arrival of the Wajin settlers, while the history of the Ainu was erased.24 Colonial
Hokkaido was placed firmly in the future as a space full of potential, while Ainu were situated in
the past as an antithesis to the imagination of modernity, civilization, and progress that Hokkaido
was to represent.

The expansion of the middle class in the 1920s made tourism a mass activity, and by the 1930s, an
era of “mass orientalism” took hold, in which “the colonised were categorised in popular media as
backward and uncivilised 'races' of inferior natives in contrast to a modern and civilised Japan”.25
Hokkaido became popular as a “return to wilderness”, with the Ainu forming an integral part of the
tourist landscape as part of that imagined wilderness.26 At the same time, the Development
Commission wanted to present Hokkaido as a future-oriented space, a laboratory for modernity and
progress. As Kate McDonald writes, colonized lands were placed “within the bounds of a past,
present, and future that was both ‘civilized’ and ‘Japanese,” and at the same time, to mark colonized

subjects as ‘out of place’ in these same lands”.27 The discourse of race science at the time allowed the

23 ann-elise lewallen, “Signifying Ainu Space: Reimagining Shiretoko’s Landscapes through Indigenous
Ecotourism”, Humanities 5, No. 49 (2016), 7, https://doi.org/10.3390/h5030059.

24 Johan Richard Edelheim, “A Touristic Terra Nullius,” In The Racial Politics of Bodies, Nations and
Knowledges, ed. Barbara Baird and Damien W. Riggs (Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2009),
47.

25 Siddle, Race, Resistance, and the Ainu of Japan, 107.

26 Hiwasaki, “Ethnic Tourism in Hokkaido and the Shaping of Ainu Identity,” 398.

27 Kate McDonald, Placing Empire —Travel and the Social Imagination in Imperial Japan. (Oakland:
University of California Press, 2014), 16.



Japanese government to define the Ainu as a primitive, savage, and backwards ethnic group, unable
to “develop” the space of Yaun Mosir on its own, while the Japanese, inherently superior and more
civilized, could properly “open up” Hokkaido. They were legally dubbed “former natives” (kyi-dojin),
with dominant discourse regarding them as a “dying” or “vanishing race”. In return, the assimilation
policies were recast as a “civilizing measure”, since the abandonment of Ainu cultural practices was
merely a way to make Ainu more Japanese and as such, modern and civilized.

This idea was also propagated through tourism, expositions, and museums. While the government
outlawed most aspects of Ainu culture deemed “primitive” or “savage”, they were permitted (or even
forced) to perform their ancestral culture and rituals for tourists. In concurrence with the
establishment of anthropology at the time, staged photographs and postcards depicted the Ainu in
a pseudo-scientific way that emphasized their racial alterity. Overall, the tourist narrative in pre-
war Japan served as a way to reframe the colonization of Yaun Mosir as “development”. Tourism
was used to spread narratives that reinforced the status of Wajin-Japanese as a superior race that
could legitimately claim the land of Yaun Mosir for themselves, while the Ainu were a primitive race,
soon destined to vanish. Assimilation and cultural genocide were recast as acts of welfare and

goodwill. Yaun Mosir was turned into Hokkaido, a settler home instead of native land.

Historical Amnesia, Tourism, and the Post-War Ainu Boom

The end of the second World War meant that Japan lost most of its colonial possessions. Tourism
was seen as a safe way to revitalize the economy, though the repackaging of Japan for tourism meant
that references to difficult histories of the war and colonies became buried under a veneer of peaceful
nature, culture, and reconstruction. Tozawa Emi describes the state of collective memory in post-
war Japan as a “collective oblivion of Japan’s imperial past” accompanied by “the construction of
public silencing”, while national narratives of history focused on Japanese victimhood in Hiroshima
and Nagasaki and the Meiji-era as an uncomplicated phase of national success.2® This is especially
true in Yaun Mosir, where post-war memory was primarily focused on the tondenher, the samurai-
turned-settler-colonists that bravely fought against cruel nature to bring modernity to Hokkaido.29

Richard Siddle argues that the exclusion of Ainu from official versions of Yaun Mosir’s history after

28 Tozawa Emi, “Can It Be a Gamechanger? Interrogating the Prospects of Decolonization Through Public

History in Japan,” International Public History (2024): 4, https://doi.org/10.1515/iph-2024-2001, 3; Shu-

Mei Huang et al., “Introduction” In Frontiers of Memory in the Asia-Pacific: Difficult Heritage and the
Transnational Politics of Postcolonial Nationalism, ed. Shu-Mei Huang et al. (Hong Kong: HKU Press,
2022), 10.
29 For a detailed study of war memory in Hokkaido see Seaton, Local History and War Memories in
Hokkaido.
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the war is not mere ignorance but part of this intentional historical amnesia that “served to mask
the violence of the colonial enterprise”.30 This discourse became hegemonic through the centennial
of “Hokkaido’s founding” in 1968, which spurred the construction of museums and commemorative
sites.31 As Michele Mason argues, at all of these sites, “it is implied that the colonization of Hokkaido
and the history of Ainu are completely unrelated, forever separated in time and space”.32 The
absence of the Ainu as a living ethnic group in the popular imagination did not mean, however, that
Ainu tourism ceased to exist. On the contrary, Yaun Mosir became such a popular destination in the
1950s and 1960s that this era is often dubbed the “Ainu boom”.33

Katrina Phillips’ salvage tourism framework proves helpful for interpreting this seemingly paradox
phenomenon.34 Post-war images of Hokkaido remained rooted in nature. Similar to the static images
of Ainu at the museum, the Ainu culture commodified by tourism during the Ainu boom is often
characterized as ahistorical. Performers were made to play into the stereotypes of Ainu still living
as their ancestors did, unchanged by colonization and modernity. History is constructed through the
romantic imagination of Wajin travelers, who replace a violent past with the anachronizing
imaginary of Ainu culture along common tropes. Through the continued idea of the Ainu as a
“vanishing race”, people went to see “the last specimen” of living Ainu culture. Historical amnesia
and exoticization were furthered by the creation of a pseudo-Ainu image that replaced contemporary

problems caused by the settler-colonial structure with a pseudo-past shaped by Hollywood tropes.35

Self-Representation and Ainu-Run Museums

The growing commercialization of Ainu culture during the Ainu boom, or misemonoka as some Ainu
activists dubbed it, led to some Ainu taking their struggle against objectification from “a strategy of
invisibility to a strategy of taking control over the presentation of Ainu culture to outsiders” by the

1960s.36 Richard Siddle names 1968, the year of the Hokkaido centennial, as a pivotal moment when

30 Siddle, Race, Resistance and the Ainu of Japan, 163.

31 Michele Mason, Dominant Narratives of Colonial Hokkaido and Imperial Japan: Envisioning the
Periphery and

the Modern Nation-State (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), 147.

32 Tbid., 153.

33 Hiwasaki, “Ethnic Tourism in Hokkaido and the Shaping of Ainu Identity,” 399.

3¢ See Phillips, Staging Indigeneity.

35 Marcos P. Centeno Martin, “The Fight for Self-Representation: Ainu Imaginary, Ethnicity and
Assimilation,” Alphaville: Journal of Film and Screen Media 13(2017), 72-73,
http://dx.doi.org/10.33178/alpha.13.04.

36 Morris-Suzuki, “Tourists, Anthropologists, and Visions of Indigenous Society”, 59.



the exclusion of the Ainu from historical narratives was met with a new political movement, inspired
by the radical political atmosphere of Japan at the time.37 Though the Ainu community was deeply
divided on how to approach social issues, a more active wing of Ainu activism directly engaged with
questions of Ainu erasure and self-determined narratives.

Kayano Shigeru, an Ainu leader from Nibutani who had worked as a so-called “tourist Ainu” (kanko
Ainu), would become the most prominent figure embodying the fight for Ainu self-representation.
He aimed to turn his hometown into “knowledge center”, an alternative avenue for transmitting
Ainu culture and history, with his “Ainu Culture Exhibition Hall” (now the Kayano Shigeru Nibutani
Ainu Museum) opening in 1972. Kayano’s ambition to counteract dominant settler narratives of
history becomes clear from the panels at the museum, with one panel detailing the “historical truth”
(rekishi no shinjitsu), which unilaterally describes Wajin as having invaded Ainu Mosir. At the time
of its establishment in the 1970s, many Ainu activists and local media understood the Nibutani
museum as “the symbol of the Ainu self-awareness movement”.38 Although some Ainu criticized
Kayano’s endeavors to take back control over representations of their culture and preferred to stay
hidden from the public eye, other Ainu-run museums popped up in Yaun Mosir, most prominently
the Ainu Museum in Shiraoi in 1984.

Overall, Ainu have been utilizing museums as discursive tools to counteract dominant settler
narratives transmitted through tourism and the media since the 1960s, most directly counteracting
the idea of Japan as a “homogeneous” country. However, they still continue to focus mostly on
traditional culture. Ainu-Japanese art historian Chisato Dubreil sees this as a “double-edged sword,”
saying that “traditional dress is a visible political statement saying, ‘We are still here!. But when
it’s the only image, it can become negative”’.3 Even with an increased focus on an alternative
“people’s history” that counteracted hegemonic narratives, Ainu still remained largely politically

disenfranchised.

The Second Ainu Boom and the Potential for Alternative Memory

In an analysis of Ainu in the Japanese museum system, Nakamura Naohiro finds that the UN’s
International Year of the World’s Indigenous People in 1993 greatly increased the visibility of Ainu
in the Japanese public sphere, with a record number of Ainu exhibitions cropping up all over Japan.

In fact, out of 180 exhibitions featuring the Ainu (both permanent and temporary) between the 1940s

37 Siddle, Race, Resistance, and the Ainu of Japan, 162.

38 Siddle, Race, Resistance, and the Ainu of Japan, 173.

39 Chisato Dubreil, “The Ainu And Their Culture: A Critical Twenty-First Century Assessment,” The
Asia-Pacific Journal Japan Focus 5, No. 11 (2007), https:/apjjf.org/chisato-kitty-dubreuil/2589/article.
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and 2005, only 22 were created before the 1990s.40 As of 2024, at least 49 museums, exhibition spaces,
and tourist facilities are partially or fully dedicated to Ainu culture and/or history.4! Yet even with
the passing of the Ainu Cultural Promotion Actin 1997, the Resolution to Recognize the Ainu as an
Indigenous People in 2008, and finally the Ainu Policy Promotion Act of 2019, the Ainu lack
substantial Indigenous rights as declared in UNDRIP. Through a narrow focus on uncontentious
culture as defined by the Japanese government, there is a large disconnect between lived Ainu
experience and the predominant view that reduces the recognition of “actual” Ainu to a narrowly
defined archetype as embodied in many tourism and museum representations. This makes Ainu
even less visible in the public imagination, and their Indigeneity and the colonial history of Yaun
Mosir become subjects of debate and denial by right-wing factions.42

The 2010s and 2020s have seen an unprecedented surge of interest in Ainu culture. Now that we
have entered the era of a new Ainu Boom, the opportunity to recast Ainu tourism as a transformative
tool arises once again. This presents itself as very difficult. Much of the renewed interest in Ainu
culture and history is due to the success of Golden Kamuy, a manga-turned-anime featuring many
Ainu characters. Koarai Ryo suggests that Golden Kamuy-related tourism is oftentimes connected
to fans’ desire to learn about the historical background of the manga, including “how the Ainu were
affected by Japan’s colonization of Hokkaido in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century”.43
This has potential for the dissemination of counternarratives, but only if museums and tourist sites
make these easily available.

Smaller Ainu-run institutions like the Kawamura Kaneto Ainu Memorial Museum in Asahikawa
use strong language to tell histories of pain, cultural destruction, forced assimilation, and forced
relocation, while explicitly calling out colonization (shokuminchi). In most other history museums
in Yaun Mosir, this is quite different. Michele Mason’s fieldwork in 2012 found that most museum

representations of the Ainu remain strictly culture focused, reflecting the “enduring power of modern

40 Naohiro Nakamura, “The Representation of Ainu Culture in the Japanese Museum System,” The
Canadian Journal of Native Studies 27, no. 2 (2007), 354.

41 “Hokkaido rekishi bunka potaru saito akarenga ainu myujiamu bacharu gaido,” (Hokkaido History and
Culture Portal Site Akarenga Ainu Museum Virtual Guide), Akarenga, https://www.akarenga-h.jp/ainu-
virtual/.

42 Mark Winchester, “Backlash: hate speech, Ainu indigenous denial and historical revisionism in post-
DRIPs Japan” In Cultural and Social Division in Contemporary Japan, ed. Shiobara Yoshikazu et al.
(London: Routledge, 2019).

43 Koarai Ryo, “Hokkaido as imperial acquisition and the Ainu in popular culture and tourism,” in War
as Entertainment and Contents Tourism in Japan, ed. Yamamura Takayoshi and Philip Seaton (London:

Routledge, 2022), 76.



Japanese ideology”.44 As the new National Ainu Museum and Park is expected to become the entry
space for all things Ainu, Ainu counternarratives may have finally gotten a new stage — or the

Japanese government’s narrative will fully take root unchallenged.

The National Ainu Museum (UPOPQY) and Settler Memory

On the surface, Upopoy, the National Ainu Museum and Park, seems like an incredible step in Ainu-
Wajin relations. As a national institution and a “symbolic space for ethnic harmony” it rings in a
future in which “indigenous people are treated with respect and dignity, without discrimination”.45
The National Ainu Museum (NAM) forms the heart of the ethnic harmony complex and promises to
uphold its mission “to respect the dignity of the Ainu as an Indigenous People, promote correct
knowledge and understanding concerning Ainu history and culture at home and abroad, and
contribute to the further development and creation of new Ainu culture”.46 Establishing Upopoy as
a national institution means that the National Ainu Museum is national first and Ainu second.
The ongoing structure of settler colonialism in Yaun Mosir means that dominant narratives of
history “(re)produce domination and appropriation” and legitimize claims to territory.47 The logic of
terra nullius germinates beyond the Japanese state’s justification for declaring Yaun Mosir as
unequivocally their territory, it permeates the realms of collective memory and becomes a “memory
for forgetfulness” that eliminates claims for decolonization and memory for past wrongdoing. But as
Kevin Bruyneel argues, settler memory does not merely mean that the Ainu are often forgotten,
subsumed in the grand narrative of kaitaku (development), modernization, and civilization — rather
it is the ability to know but disavow historical and current colonial violence against Indigenous
peoples, that is a crucial element in the establishment and sustainment of settler-colonial states.48
When questioned about how the Museum intended to portray the historical discrimination against
the Ainu, then-minister Hagiuda Koichi stated that

There were supposedly different values between the Aborigines [“genjamin”, sicl and

the Japanese. I maintain a distance from opinions that these different values should

be recorded as discrimination against the ethnic minority by the majority. If there is

a negative or sad history in the relationship between the Aborigines [sicl and the

Japanese peoples, it is of importance that memorial keepers tell it or record it at

Upopoy. I do not deny it and I will not close my eyes to it. However, the efforts of the

44 Mason, Dominant Narratives of Colonial Hokkaido and Imperial Japan,160.

45 “About Upopoy,” Upopoy National Ainu Museum and Park, https://ainu-upopoy.jp/en/about/.
46 “About the Museum,” National Ainu Museum, https:/nam.go.jp/en/about/.

47 Sabbagh-Khoury, “Memory for forgetfulness,” 264.

48 Bruyneel, Settler Memory, 37.



Museum are to promote the positive aspects of the Ainu culture in a way that is

future-oriented.49
The future-oriented, reconciliation (on terms set by the colonizer), ethnic harmony approach the
Japanese government takes is itself a feature of settler colonial memory. As Sarah Maddison argues
for the case of Australia, “the memory of historical colonial brutality feeds a sense of moral
illegitimacy among contemporary policy actors, it in turn drives a desire to draw a line under the
past—to pursue a moment of colonial ‘completion”. 50 Museums in such a context have
transformative power as tools that can disrupt the dominant narrative — but if the museum’s
overarching goal itself is to achieve “ethnic harmony”, reminders of past trauma are not ideal.
Overall, the National Ainu Museum falls short of its mission to promote “correct knowledge and
understanding concerning Ainu history”. An overarching theme that runs throughout the history
exhibit (and indeed, the NAM at large), is that the information, while technically correct, lacks
substance and the needed critical assessment. Rather than presenting difficult histories as Julia
Rose recommends — in a multidimensional way, using the active voice, and challenging dominant
narratives — at the National Ainu Museum, information is presented rather superficially, and
negative history is rendered in a neutral voice. Facts are presented without emotional commentary,
often resulting in a tone that fails to convey the full weight of the subject matter. While a certain
degree of objectivity is desirable in museum exhibits, the National Ainu Museum often misses its
mark by not engaging with the emotional or ethical dimensions of the subject matter. For example,
when explaining why many Ainu referred to themselves as “Utari” in the post-War era, a
supplementary panel merely states that

Wajin (ethnic Japanese), who became the majority of residents in Hokkaido, began

using the term ‘Ainu’ (aynu means “humans” in Ainu) with a discriminatory

connotation, so the Ainu came to refer to themselves as ‘Utari’ (utari means ‘relatives’

or ‘compatriots’).

49 Translated quote retrieved from Leni Charbonneau, Hiroshi Maruyama and Mashiyat Zaman,
“Critiquing the Colonialist Origins of the New National Museum Upopoy,” Human Rights Osaka- Focus
Japan 107 (2022), https://www.hurights.or.jp/archives/focus/section3/2022/03/critiquing-the-colonialist-
origins-of-the-new-national-museum-upopoy.html#7.

50 Sarah Maddison, “The Limits of the Administration of Memory in Settler Colonial Societies: the
Australian Case,” International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society 32 (2018), 184,
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10767-018-9303-0, 181.
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To productively engage with history, interpretation needs to encourage emotional engagement,
reflection of biases, and greater complexity.5! The exhibition texts at the National Ainu Museum
thus do little to challenge or subvert dominant understandings of Yaun Mosir’s “development” in a
way that inspires a more nuanced settler consciousness.

The terms “colonization” (shokumin) or “settler colonialism” (usually rendered in Japanese as a
direct transcription of the English term, though the term nyashoku-sha shokuminchishugi exists)
are completely absent from the exhibition texts at the National Ainu Museum. As Uemura Hideaki,
a social activist and professor emeritus points out, “the modern Japanese state completely
eliminated the possibility to talk about the true essence of [(settler) colonialism] by skillfully
changing words”.52 Uemura argues that this is why continued Japanese colonialism cannot properly
be discussed and confronted. Similarly, trying to understand the realities of Ainu discrimination
without recognizing the situation of Yaun Mosir as a settler colony (neither as a structure nor as an
event) ultimately downplays the systemic, structural, and eliminatory nature of Ainu oppression. It
also misplaces the responsibility for the decline and change of Ainu culture. Thus, the museum fails
to properly contextualize Ainu discrimination and oppression within the structure of settler
colonialism in Yaun Mosir. As such, it also misses the opportunity to properly refute common
misconceptions about Ainu indigeneity and history.

The National Ainu Museum achieves many aspects that Indigenous people have been fighting for in
museum representation — such as positioning Ainu in the present rather than as frozen-in-time
remnants of the past, clearly stating that the Ainu are Indigenous, promoting the revival of Ainu
language and culture, and spreading overall awareness of the Ainu. But is a true understanding of
Ainu culture and history possible without addressing the past properly? As critics point out, true
transformative action for the Ainu can only be accomplished through the inclusion of critical Ainu
voices, which “the government is continuing to obscure through symbolic facades”, and a “genuine

confrontation with colonial history”.53

51 Keith Barton and Alan McCully, “Trying to ‘See Things Differently Northern Ireland Students’
Struggle to Understand Alternative Historical Perspectives,” Theory & Research in Social FEducation 40,
No. 4 (2012), 400, https://doi.org/10.1080/00933104.2012.710928.

52 Uemura Hideaki, “Shokuminchishugi wa naze kokufuku sa renai no ka? - Towa rerubeki Nihon shakai
no arikata,” (Why has colonialism not been overcome? - The state of Japanese society that must be
questioned) Kokusai jinken hiroba nanba (International Human Rights Forum) 173 (January 2024),
https://www.hurights.or.jp/archives/newsletter/section4/2024/01/post-201980.html.

53 Leni Charbonneau and Hiroshi Maruyama, “A Critique on the New Ainu Policy: How Japan's Politics

of Recognition Fails to Fulfill the Ainu's Indigenous Rights,” Human Rights Osaka: Focus Japan 96(2019),
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Conclusion

By understanding “Hokkaido” as a settler colony, I argued that the dominant “development”
(kaitaku) narrative is a symptom of settler memory, which attempts to whitewash the violent
structure upon which the polity is built. The Japanese logic of “terra nullius’ that disregards the
Ainu’s historical presence in the land thus inspires historical amnesia that actively obfuscates and
disavows the status of “Hokkaido” as a settler-colony and the Ainu’s legal right of self-determination
in their Indigenous homelands. I suggested that this logic still constitutes the frame for
contemporary interactions between the Japanese government and the Ainu, arguing that future-
oriented reconciliation in the name of “ethnic harmony” pursued by the government presents yet
another facet of settler memory and the desire to whitewash difficult histories. I argued that what
makes Ainu history “difficult history” is its inherent clash with dominant narratives that redefine
Yaun Mosir as “Japanese homeland”.

Tourism and museums in Yaun Mosir are entangled with the process of colonization, settler memory,

Ainu erasure, and nation-building. The Ainu became invisible, on the one hand, as the people with

a legitimate claim to the land, but on the other hand, they became hyper-visible as tourist attractions.

This is not as paradoxical as it appears to be, as they were part of the same strategy to legitimize
colonialization, and represent interconnected processes of settler memory. I argued that there is an

immense potential for disrupting dynamics of settler memory that promote historical amnesia, and

that the National Ainu Museum (NAM) may make or break the needed avenue for counternarratives.

The government’s refusal to acknowledge the history of settler colonialism in Yaun Mosir impacted
the historical narrative at the museum. I argued that because NAM is “national” first and “Ainu”
second, its goal to “promote a correct understanding of Ainu history” is unrealistic, as it cannot
properly engage with difficult histories that challenge the predominant “development” narrative.
Statements by government officials make clear that the museum is expected to follow the
government’s strategy of future-oriented “ethnic harmony” as a means to de-politicize the Ainu and
obfuscate past wrongdoing. By focusing on marketing “ethnic harmony”, the government exhibits
settler memory, which will ultimately always reproduce its own memory of Indigenous history,
rather than grant Indigenous peoples agency over their representation. The National Ainu Museum

seems unable to represent Ainu history properly because as a national institution under government

guidance, it ultimately has to portray the difficult history of colonization as harmonious and resolved.

https://www.hurights.or.jp/archives/focus/section3/2019/06/a-critique-on-the-new-ainu-policy-how-

japans-politics-of-recognition-fails-to-fulfill-the-ainus-indi.html.
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Damido of Akitsuki: Exploring Early Kirishitan Thought and its Influence
on Early Modern Japan's Social Dynamics
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Becoming the City of Prayers:
Christianity and the formation of local public history in 20th Century Nagasaki

MA in History in the Public Sphere (HIPS)
XU Yitong

Abstract

Founded in the late 16th Century as a centre of maritime commerce and Catholic proselytisation in
Japan, the city of Nagasaki was transformed into a centre of anti-Christian persecution and state-
monitored foreign trade by the policy of the Tokugawa Shogunate (1603 - 1868). Even after the Meiji
Constitution of 1889 guaranteed the religious freedom of the Christians, this history of early modern
Nagasaki still caused a border of memory that divided the ways the Catholic and non-Catholic
populations of Nagasaki perceived the city’s origin well into the 20th Century. Focusing on the public
commemoration of Nagasaki’s port-opening and the Catholic veneration of the Twenty-Six Martyrs
of Japan, this study concludes that the theme of ‘Christian Nagasaki’ reflected a fractured mnemonic
landscape in the city of Nagasaki in the early to mid-2oth Century. The contested memory of
Nagasaki’s early Christian past provided the ground for a shifting political dynamic of confrontation
and collaboration between Catholicism and the rise and fall of Japan’s militant nationalism in the

first two and a half decades of the Showa period (1925 — 1949).

Keywords Nagasaki, public history, Catholicism in Japan, propaganda in wartime Japan,

Twenty-Six Saints of Japan.

Introduction

On 30th June 2018, the Hidden Christian Sites in the Nagasaki Region were formally inscribed into
the World Heritage list by the 42nd Session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee. The final
evaluation by ICOMOS, upon which the UNESCO decision was based, acknowledged that the
nominated property bore ‘unique testimony’ to a ‘distinctive religious tradition’ that combined
vernacular Japanese ritual practices with an ‘essence of Christianity’.! In conclusion, the ICOMOS

report acknowledged that the ‘Hidden Christian story’ as embodied by the nominated sites had

1 Evaluations of Nominations of Cultural and Mixed Properties for the 42nd session of the World Heritage
Committee (WHC/18/42.COM/INF.8B1), pp. 116.
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exemplified the resilience of humans’ belief in meanings under ‘overt frameworks of existing cultures’

in general, and thus satisfying the UNESCO criterion of possessing ‘outstanding universal value’.2

Compared to the view of I[COMOS, the ‘Hidden Christian story’ as told in the final nomination text
submitted by the Japanese government was more heavily focused on the theme of cultural exchange
and adaption.3 An earlier version of the nomination text submitted for ICOMOS evaluation in 2016
put even more focus on the ‘cultural interchange between the East and the West since the 16th
Century’: instead of focusing on the hidden Christian tradition, the text saw the interchange of
architectural techniques and the ‘Christian culture’ as the primary source of historical value for the
properties nominated.4 This emphasis on Nagasaki’s uniqueness as a simultaneously ‘Japanese’ and
‘Christian’ place in turn reflects the cultural tourism development strategy pursued by the local
authorities of Nagasaki which prioritises the ‘discovery’ (hakken) and ‘creation’ (soshutsu) of local
‘stories’ (sutori) based on episodes in the region’s past.5 The theme of ‘Krishitan culture’ was chosen
as one of the first brand images to be used to showcase Nagasaki’s local traditions, with the Hidden

Christian Sites nomination being expected to provide a major boost for its international appeal.6

Apart from the local government, the Catholic Archdiocese of Nagasaki is another major institution
that has a stake in the promotion of Nagasaki’s early Christian past within a modern context. In
particular regarding the Hidden Christian Sites nomination and the actual development of
corresponding tourism infrastructure and organisations, the Church and the local authorities are
believed to have shared a largely conciliatory relationship.” The cooperative attitude towards each
other shared between the two institutions is partly attributed to the Catholic Church’s desire to open
up to the general public, but is at the same time also caused by an understanding on the side of
Nagasaki’s civil authorities that early modern Christianity is an inherent part of Nagasaki’s local
tradition, and would serve as a defining feature that properly highlights Nagasaki’s uniqueness to

visitors from both within Japan and abroad.8

2 Tbid. pp. 118.

3 Ibid. pp. 210.

4 Executive Summary of the Nomination Text for the Churches and Christian Sites in Nagasaki (2016),
pp. 7 - 8. “‘The Churches and Christian Sites in Nagasaki’ was the original title of the nomination until
ICOMOS suggested a major revision of the nomination text in February 2016, see Matsui (2018), pp. 255.
5 Matsui (2018), pp. 93.

6 Kimura (2007), pp. 127. The term Kirishitan here refers to the general history of early modern
Christianity in Japan, including both the Catholic mission and its followers before the early 17t Century
persecution, and the hidden Christians during most of the Tokugawa era and the first years of the Meiji
period.

7 Matsui (2018), pp. 95.

8 Ibid, pp. 96.
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Drawing the border of memory: ‘Christian Nagasaki’ as a source of ambivalence in the early

Showa period (1925 - 1940)

The conciliatory relationship shared by the Catholic Church and the local government of Nagasaki
regarding the promotion of the ‘Christian Nagasaki’ story, however, does not rule out a divergence
in emphasis between the two institutions regarding how the said story is told. While the local
government tends to stress the theme of intercultural exchange which presumes a secularised
understanding of Catholicism as a form of culture, the Catholic Church narrated the history of early
modern Christianity in Nagasaki from a more spiritually oriented perspective, with more focus being
put on the religious significance of martyrdom and pilgrimage. The Catholic Archdiocese is also
reported to have taken measures to guarantee that tourists visiting the enlisted churches will
respect the proper manner, as the churches are still functioning as places of worship for the local
parishioners.? In analysing the said divergence, Raluca Mateoc concluded that a ‘border of memory’
was present between the two narrative-shaping institutions that gave rise to their differing focuses

when retelling Nagasaki’s early modern Christian past.10

‘Border of memory’ is a term first employed by Edward Boyle in his study of the international
heritage politics in the Asia-Pacific region in 2019, with a particular focus on the diplomatic row
between Japan and South Korea and China in 2015 regarding the nomination of Japan’s Meiji
Industrial Sites for the UNESCO World Heritage status. A ‘border of memory’ describes the situation
in which a heritage site becomes a theatre of ‘affirmation and contestation’ for different bodies of
collective memories. In this regard, a tangible site of cultural property is no longer considered a mere
physical mark of the past, but a multifaceted symbol for an array of mnemonic communities that
draw different meanings from it.1! As a line of contact between these communities, a ‘border of
memory’ becomes the arena in which shifting political dynamics between at least two ‘bordering’
memory-shaping bodies unfold over a prolonged period.12 In this regard, the concept of ‘the border
of memory’ can facilitate the inquiry into the long-term evolution of the ‘Christian Nagasaki’ story
in Nagasaki’s local official narrative, to which the Hidden Christian Sites nomination and the

development of ‘Kirishitan culture’-themed cultural tourism constitute but one recent episode.

By employing the conceptual framework of ‘border of memory’ as outlined by Boyle and focusing on

9 Mateoc (2021), pp. 131.
10 Thid. pp. 124.
11 Boyle (2019), pp. 294.
12 Tbid. pp. 300.
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the city of Nagasaki (defined as the area under the administration of the municipal government of
Nagasaki), this study argues that the modern-day conciliatory relationship between the Catholic
Church and the local government in the city of Nagasaki is the product of the mnemonic political
dynamic during the two decades between the late 1920s and the late 1940s. With a focus on the
representation of the Christian (Catholic) influence in Nagasaki’s early history (1571 - 1638) in the
public anniversaries, religious gatherings and local media coverage during the said period, this study
illustrates how the secular public memory regarding Nagasaki’s origin as promoted by the local
authorities and the Catholic communal memory regarding Nagasaki’s past as a site of religious
persecution were woven into a delicate process of mixed contestation and collaboration in the early
Showa period, until arriving at a decisively more conciliatory stage following the city’s post-WWII

and post-atomic bombing reconstruction.

On the non-Catholic side, the earliest public manifestation of Nagasaki’s official narrative regarding
the city’s origin in the 20th Century can be found in the celebration of Nagasaki’s first Port-Opening
Anniversary in 1930. As the first official event that celebrated the founding of the city of Nagasaki,
the first Port-Opening Anniversary of Nagasaki provided the pretext for the designation of the first
official founding moment that would later serve as the foundation for an overall official narrative
regarding Nagasaki’s urban history. The conclusion reached by the Nagasaki Port-Opening
Commemoration Association (which led the organisational effort behind the 1930 celebration as a
subordinate body to the Nagasaki Chamber of Commerce) in 1929 set the year of Nagasaki’s ‘port-
opening’ at 1571 and the date on 27th April, which until nowadays has remained the foundation of
the official narrative upheld by the municipality of Nagasaki.13 What is worth noticing regarding
this ‘port-opening day’, however, is that it was not originally intended to represent a single historical
event, but rather a hybrid between two separate historical events that were not only 17 years apart

from each other, and came from two mutually contradicting interpretations of Nagasaki’s history.

As recorded in the official records compiled by the Nagasaki Chamber of Commerce, the key decision
on the ‘port-opening day’ of 27th April 1571 was made in the spring of 1929. The year 1571 marked
the making of a a deal between the Portuguese missionaries of the Catholic Society of Jesus and the
local lord Omura that turned Nagasaki officially into a trading port and a mission station, on which
both Japanese and Portuguese sources were generally in agreement; however, no information was

given in historical records regarding exactly on which day this event took place. The date of 27th

13 The Municipality of Nagasaki, Nagasaki kaiko 450 shiinen kinen shikiten (450t Anniversary of the
port-opening of Nagasaki): https://www.city.nagasaki.lg.jp/syokai/710000/714001/p036765.html.
Accessed 20tk November 2023.
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April, however, came from a different historical event in 1588, namely the abolition of the Jesuits’
administrative power over Nagasaki by Toyotomi Hideyoshi (1537 - 1598), who at the same time
took over the port town under the direct rule of his national regime. This date was proposed by the
local historian Nagayama Tokihide (1867 — 1935), who on a meeting organised by the Nagasaki Port-
Opening Commemoration Association on 7th March 1929 described the history of Nagasaki between
the early 1570s and 1588 as a period of ‘foreign occupation’, and criticised other local historians who
stood by choosing 1571 (and in one case, 1570) as Nagasaki’s founding year for displaying ‘degenerate

thought’.14

Nagayama’s decision did not win majority support amongst the attendees of the 7th March 1929
meeting, and the date 27th April was eventually adopted as the date of Nagasaki’s port-opening due
to technical rather than political reason, but Nagayama’s view reflected how the celebration of
Nagasaki’s founding moment in the late 1920s and early 1930s was susceptible to the influence of
the ongoing campaign of ‘moral suasion’ (kyoka) that called for tighter control over social and private
life based on nationalist and socially conservative values. In particular, the use of the term
‘degenerate thought’ in Nagayama’s March 1929 remark corresponded to his personal involvement
in the moral suasion movement: his contribution to a local moral suasion journal in his hometown
Kagoshima could be traced back to the 1910s.15 in 1925, another article by him published in another
local moral suasion journal in Fukuoka prefecture decried the proliferation of individualism and the
collapse of traditional monarchies in post-WWI Europe as results of a ‘confusion of thoughts’, against
which the Japanese nation was able to defend itself only thanks to the 1890 imperial rescript on
education issued by Emperor Meiji, which was widely accepted by the moral suasion organisations

in Japan at the time as a foundational text of the movement.16

Another key aspect of the moral suasion movement in early Showa Japan was the enforcement of
state Shinto worship as a form of civic duty that applied equally to all Imperial subjects regardless
of their religious affiliation. 17 In late 1929, as the first Port-Opening Anniversary of was still under
preparation, this push for obligatory Shinto worship came into direct conflict with the Catholic
Church in Nagasaki following the so-called Kaisei Middle School incident. In October, the Kaisei
Middle School of Nagasaki, a Catholic school opened and run by the French-based Catholic

congregation Society of Mary, became the target of public outrage for failing to hold a student

14 Nagasaki kaiko kinen koen sanko shiryo, pp. 4 — 5.

15 Jzao (2019), pp. 85 mentioned Nagayama’s contribution to the
16 Gendai shicho no byokon to gojin no kakugo, pp. 1.

17 Akazawa (1985), pp. 36.
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assembly for the remote veneration (yohai) of the Grand Shrine of Ise on the occasion of the ritual
reconstruction of its inner shrine on the ground that such a non-Catholic ‘religious’ activity was
inappropriate to be held in the campus.!8 This interpretation was in obedience with a joint directive
issued by the Apostolic Delegate to Japan and the Archbishop of Tokyo addressing specifically the
October national veneration, but went against the prevailing view within the political establishment,
which saw official Shinto worship as a matter of civic duty above religious doctrines.l® As seen in
Nagayama’s critique of choosing the year 1571 as the founding year of Nagasaki, the ‘foreignness’ of
Catholicism in Nagasaki again became an object of a wave of public attack from Nagasaki’s local
politicians and secular media. In particular, the presence of a foreign missionary as the principal
and the apparent conformity of most of the pupils and teachers who were local Catholic believers
was seen as a confirmation of how bounded the local Catholic Church still was by foreign religious

authorities, and how such dual obligations could cause disruption to the political establishment.

Martyrs of the Japanese Spirit: Forging a Catholic memory of early modern Nagasaki in the early

1930s

In contrast to the mounting scepticism against the Catholic institutions, the Nagasaki Diocese in
fact witnessed a series of decisive developments towards the indigenisation of church governance
and laity organisation by the end of the 1920s. In 1927, Hayazaka Kyunosuke was ordained the
bishop of Nagasaki, thus becoming the first clergyman of Japanese origin to be in charge of an
episcopal see in the history of the Catholic Church in Japan.20 The following year, the first official
Japanese newspaper of the Diocese, the Katorikkukyo-ho (‘the Catholic newspaper) was launched
under the editorship of Father Urakawa Wasaburo, himself a descendant of the former hidden

Christians in the Urakami area of Nagasaki and an expert in the history of Catholicism in Nagasaki.

The indigenisation of church organisation in Nagasaki was accompanied by an effort to forge a
communal memory that could unite the local Catholic believers with the belief in a shared sacred
heritage and a common spiritual ancestry. What came into focus was the veneration of the Twenty-
Six Saints of Japan, who were a group of Catholic missionaries and laypeople executed by the
command of Toyotomi Hideyoshi in 1597 as part of the first wave of nationwide persecution against

Christianity in Japan.2! In 1627, the martyrs were formally beatified by Rome, and had received

18- Hashimoto (1993), pp. 180.

19 Miyoshi (2021), pp. 108.

20 Tbid, pp. 127.

21 Omata Rappo (2017), pp. 251.
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worldwide celebration across the Catholic world outside Japan throughout the early modern era; in
Japan, however, the veneration of the Twenty-Six Martyrs, now canonised by Pope Pius IX in 1862,
was only brought to Nagasaki by the French Catholic missionary Bernard Thadée Petitjean (1829—
1884) , who was known for ‘rediscovering’ the hidden Christians of Urakami in the Catholic Church

of Oura.22

For the local Catholics of Nagasaki in the early 20th Century, the forging of a truly local Catholic
memory began with the establishment of an indigenous interpretation of the 1597 martyrdom that
located the site of the martyrdom in Nishizaka on the northwestern rim of Nagasaki’s traditional
downtown area, instead of on the peak of hill Tateyama as designated by Petitjean in the 1860s. By
not only revising the historical interpretation of the martyrdom but also establishing the hill of
Nishizaka as a site for pilgrimage and communal veneration, the relocation of the martyrdom site
marked a decisive step towards establishing a communal memory amongst the local clergy and laity
that was simultaneously local and Catholic, and could be tangibly and regularly reinforced through
the annual gathering and the commemorative mass on the feast day of the Twenty-Six Saints on 5th
February. In the political context of the late 1920s and 1930s, the commemoration of the early
modern Catholic martyrs also provided a platform on which the Diocese of Nagasaki, represented by
the then bishop Hayazaka, could rally the local believers when their religious belief was being

increasingly put under pressure by the rising tide of Shinto-centric nationalism.

For Hayazaka, who made multiple comments on the ongoing state of local politics on the official
newspaper of the Diocese Katorikkukyo-ho, the history of early modern Nagasaki was not one of
openness and cultural interchange as celebrated in the 1930 Port-Opening Anniversary and the
modern-day nomination campaign of the Hidden Christian Sites, but one marked by three hundred
years of anti-Christian persecution that left a mark of stigmatisation on the local Catholics even as
Japan advanced into the era of Showa. In the meantime, however, Bishop Hayazaka’s historical
interpretation also refrained from direct confrontation with the Shinto-centric nationalist sentiment,
as he sought to find a common ground between nationalism and Catholicism based on the shared
tradition of cherishing ancestors. As upholding the Church teaching against imposed Shinto worship
was an act in honour of the local Catholics’ spiritual ancestors who committed martyrdom in face of
state persecution without resorting to violent resistance, the Catholics of Nagasaki could still be
perfectly patriotic by the nationalistic standard while adhering fully to the Catholic orthodox. Bishop

Hayazaka also actively appealed to the language of ‘national crisis of thoughts’ (shiso kokunan) as

22 Tbid, pp. 252.
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employed in the moral suasion movement, and offered to engage more constructively with the moral
suasion campaign and to uphold Japan’s national polity (kokuta:) using the power of the Catholic
Church. Hayazaka also emphasised the ‘Japaneseness’ of the Catholic martyrs of Nagasaki by
arguing that such widely celebrated act of religious sacrifice was only possible because of the

combination of the Japanese spirit of bushido and the Catholic faith.

A similar effort to reinforce the veneration of the Twenty-Six Saints of Japan by adapting their
martyrdom story to the context of the time can also be found from within Nagasaki’s Catholic lay
community, represented by Hirayama Masajyt and his endeavour to turn the 1597 martyrdom story
into an international cinematic sensation. Using personal fortune earned from his business in
colonial Korea, Hirayama funded the making of the film Junkyo kesshi: Nihon nijyiarokuseijin (‘The
bloody history of martyrdom: The Twenty-Six Saints of Japan’) in 1930.23 Hirayama saw the making
of the film as a personal intervention into the ongoing controversy regarding Catholicism in Japan,
with a message that was in fundamental agreement with that presented by Bishop Hayazaka in his
published commentaries. As Japan’s international image plunged following the Mukden Incident of
September 1931 and the establishment of Manchukuo in March 1932, moreover, Hirayama turned
the film further into a vehicle of overseas propaganda with the hope to elevate Japan’s relationship
with the conservative Catholic opinion in the west during his screening tour to the United States
and Europe from 1932 to 1934. It was during this period that the commemoration of the Twenty-Six
Saints in Nagasaki reached a turning point that eventually led to the establishment of Nishizaka as

the official site of the 1597 martyrdom in the post-war years.

From Catholic martyrdom to public heritage: Nishizaka and Christianity in Nagasaki’s evolving

official self-identity (1932 - 1949)

In making the film about the Twenty-Six Saints and promoting it overseas, Hirayama Masajyu’s
initial intention was to highlight the Japanese spirit embodied by the story of their martyrdom.
However, what triggered the process that eventually led to the establishment of Nishizaka as the
official site of the 1597 martyrdom was instead the international aspect of the Twenty-Six Saints.
Both Hirayama’s published correspondence on Katorikkukyo-ho and archival sources in Mexico
indicate that during his visit to California, US in 1932, Hirayama was approached by Francisco
Orozco y Jiménez, then the archbishop of Guadalajara, Mexico in exile, who expressed the wish to

fund the construction of a memorial church near the site of the martyrdom. Both the Japanese and

23 Yamanashi (2010), pp. 185.
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the Mexican accounts suggest that the main motivation of Jiménez was to honour St. Felipe de Jesus,
a Franciscan friar who was executed in 1597 as one of the twenty-six martyrs and later became the
first Catholic saint born in Mexico. Although the plan was not materialised, it still marked the first
known initiative to establish Nishizaka as the new and official site of the 1597 martyrdom, and to

perpetuate it as a tangible site of religious veneration.24

Another event that accelerated the establishment of Nishizaka as a Catholic memorial site also had
its origin in the Catholic Church’s collaboration with Japan’s overseas propaganda effort in the 1930s.
In February 1937, the Japanese delegation to the 33*d International Eucharistic Congress in Manila
invited the American delegation to pay a visit to Japan. As the invitation was pre-arranged by the
Foreign Ministry of Japan, the political connotation of this visit cannot be overlooked.25 It was also
during this visit that the Japanese delegation gained the acquaintance of Frederick Vincent
Williams, a San Francisco-based Catholic journalist who oversaw the media affairs of the American
delegation.26 In 1938 Williams visited Nagasaki in person to propose an initiative to organise a
pilgrimage mission from the United States to Japan, with Nagasaki as the beginning point. By the
time Williams was already a pro-Japanese propagandist and was later accused in the US for
receiving covert funding from the Japanese government, and the report by Katorikkukyo-ho on his
visit also highlighted the political nature of the proposed pilgrimage mission.2? The Catholic Diocese
of Nagasaki soon kickstarted the preparation for the incoming US pilgrimage mission which resulted
in the purchase of a tile of land near the site of Nishizaka for the erection of a permanent monument
made of concrete in March 1939.28 Although the proposed pilgrimage mission was abruptly cancelled
later that year allegedly due to the outbreak of war in Europe (Germany invaded Poland in
September 1939), the Diocese of Nagasaki carried on with the plan to construct the permanent
monument (though never finished) on the purchased site in January 1940. On 11th February 1940,
the Diocese for the first time celebrated the Feast Day of the Twenty-Six Saints at the new memorial
site of ‘Nishizaka’, which marked a turning point in the evolution of the Catholic memory of Nagasaki

that left its trace well into the post-WWII era.

Regarding the relationship between Catholicism and the local public memory in Nagasaki, existing

24 Arimura (2014), pp. 117 — 118.

25 Yamanashi (2011b), pp. 85.

26 Miyazaki (2022), pp. 21.

27 Katorikkukyo-ho, 1st June 1938. In September 1938 Williams was accused of acting as a foreign agent
of influence in the US on the payroll of the Japanese government to disseminate pro-Japanese
propaganda: "106 Register as Foreign Agents Here," Washington Post, October 11, 1938, X1.

28 Katorikkukyo-ho. 15t April 1939.
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academic literature have already highlighted a marked discontinuity between the pre-WWII and the
post-WWII eras with a specific focus on the event of the atomic bombing of 9th August 1945. The
studies by Richard Diehl and Otsuki Tomoe engaged critically with the 1958 episode of the
demolition of the bombed remain of the Catholic Cathedral of Urakami by the demand of the local
Catholic community, which supposedly deprived Nagasaki of a tangible landmark that could have
perpetually commemorated the destruction caused by the atomic bombing as seen in the case of the
‘Atomic Dome’ of Hiroshima. Diehl and Otsuki shared the argument that the collaboration between
the Catholic Church and the local government was the main reason behind this incident, which
eventually resulted in the divergence between Nagasaki and Hiroshima’s relative significance in
Japan’s atomic-bombing commemoration regime. The studies by both scholars also highlighted the
narrative of ‘international culture’ and its association with Nagasaki’s Christian past as a
contributing factor to this intentional act of downplaying Nagasaki’s atomic bombing memory to

make way for an allegedly more forward-looking (and thus more uncritical) official narrative.

What was left out of this narrative as construed by Diehl and Otsuki was the evolution of the site of
Nishizaka which reflected another aspect of the relationship between the Catholic Diocese and the
local government in the immediate post-war years of the late 1940s. As seen in the pre-war
celebration of the Port-Opening anniversary and the annual veneration of the feast day of the
Twenty-Six Saints, anniversaries of historical events again played a key role in the eventual
transformation of Nishizaka into a memorial site that was simultaneously Catholic and ‘official’. The
first anniversary that had an impact on the process was the 350th anniversary of the 1597 martyrdom
of the Twenty-Six Saints in 1947. On 14th May, the anniversary was celebrated by the Catholic
Diocese of Nagasaki, whose parishioner base was particularly hard stricken by the atomic bombing,
with the help of the municipal and the prefectural governments.2? The anniversary provided the
occasion for bishop Yamaguchi to announce the decision to build a memorial park at Nishizaka,
which in turn prompted the municipal sub-committee of culture and welfare to establish a special

committee in July to work out a final location for the future memorial site.30

The second and more highly expected historical anniversary that would eventually be celebrated at
the site of Nishizaka was the 1949 quatercentenary of Francis Xavier’s arrival in Japan. In May
1948, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan decided that the said anniversary, which marked

the first introduction of Catholicism into Japan in known history, was to be celebrated primarily in

29 Nagasaki Nichinichi Shimbun, 15th May 1947. No published account in the Catholic media exists, as
Katorikkukyo-ho didn’t return into print until 15th April 1948.
30 Asahi nenkan (1948), pp. 308.
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Tokyo and the city of Nagasaki. The decision gave mayor Ohashi Hiroshi a timely opportunity to
implement his plan to earn foreign currency and enhance the image of Nagasaki as a ‘city of culture
by investing in ‘the attraction of inbound tourists’ and showcasing the city’s history as a place of
‘cultural fusion between the East and the West’ and ‘the base for the Christian mission in the Far
East’.31 The Society for Preserving the Martyrdom Site of the Twenty-Six Saints of Japan provided
the crucial liaison tunnel between the local authorities of Nagasaki and the higher political and
Catholic figures in Tokyo, which led to an expectation at the local level of the arrival of a major event
of international prestige and large-scale inbound tourism. The resulted preparatory programme was
eventually allocated a budget of 10 million yen (of which 70% was supplied by the municipality and
the prefecture) that covered the cost of preparing the area of Nishizaka as a memorial park that
would later stage the Liturgy of Eucharist, which was one of the most solemn ceremonies of the
entire quatercentenary celebration.32 This was the decisive moment at which the commemoration
of the Twenty-Six Saints was transformed from one that only took place within the Catholic
community at an exclusively Catholic site (the 1939 — 1940 site near Nishizaka was purchased as a

Church possession, while the post-1940 site of Nishizaka was and still is under public ownership).

The unprecedented public involvement in the establishment of Nishizaka as a Catholic memorial
site, however, did not fully overcome the diverging views of the local government and the Catholic
community regarding the meaning of the quatercentenary which reflected the residual effect of the
‘border of memory’ between the Catholic and the non-Catholic population of Nagasaki that caused
both confrontation and collaboration in the late 1920s and 1930s. The editorial of Katorikkukyo-ho
on the quatercentenary euphemistically expressed concern regarding the official narrative on the
historical event, as it was seen as having misplaced the focus by celebrating Francis Xavier as but
another ‘Japanophilic foreigner’ while omitting the more religious aspect of his deeds as one of the
founders of the Society of Jesus and a saintly evangeliser to Asia. The Catholic commentary on the
quatercentenary also reflected a sense of distance towards the celebration of Francis Xavier, who
was more remembered as a saint associated with Catholicism in Japan in general, rather than in

close connection to the city of Nagasaki as in the case of the Twenty-Six Saints of Japan.

Instead of unreservedly celebrating the public recognition their religion received through the
emperor’s visit, the grand processions across the traditional downtown, and the increased media

exposure of Christianity-related topics in general, Catholic opinion in Nagasaki still tried to keep

31 Nagasaki shigikai-shi shiryo-hen (History of the municipal council of Nagasaki: Collection of historical
materials), pp. 1059.
32 Kiroku to Insho. pp. 63.
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the Catholic memory of recurring persecutions and resilience apart from the ‘international culture’
rhetoric. By reminding the parishioners of their special duty of pursuing spiritual redemption and
highlighting the gap between Catholic teaching and the ‘Japaneseness’ that might come with
‘shortcomings’, Catholic opinion leaders further maintained a fine line between Catholicism as an
international religion and the more secular notion of internationality. In this regard, the relationship
between the Catholic Church in Nagasaki and the official narrative of Nagasaki as a city of

‘international culture’ that guided the city’s post-war re-orientation was not as close as the studies

by Diehl and Otsuki depicted.

Conclusion

To the Catholic community in the city of Nagasaki, the quatercentenary marked the conclusion of
the decades-long effort by the local Catholic community to erect a permanent memorial for the
Twenty-Six Saints of Japan and set a precedent for the joint management of the memorial facilities
that were built in the park afterwards. Nishizaka Park remained public land held by the
municipality, and the martyrdom site was designated as a prefectural cultural property in April
1956; in the meantime, the park was also the place where the annual Catholic veneration of the
Twenty-Six Saints on the feast day of 5tk February was held.33 In 1957, the Society for Preserving
the Martyrdom Site of the Twenty-Six Saints restarted its operation to erect a new, permanent
monument for the Twenty-Six Saints in celebration of the upcoming centenary of their canonisation
in 1962. The initiative eventually attracted the attention of the Society of Jesus of Japan, which
later took over the project and proposed the addition of a memorial museum. The museum was
originally planned to be built on the site of the present-day Gosha Park, i.e., the land slot in Bozuiwa
that was already purchased by the Church in 1939. But the location was later moved to Nishizaka
Park as the municipal government offered to lend part of the land it owned on the site to the
Jesuits.3¢ A memorial church named after St. Felipe de Jests was also built nearby with substantial
funding coming from the Catholic Church in Mexico, which echoed the original plan made by

archbishop Jiménez and bishop Hayazaka in 1932.35

As the facilities officially opened in 1962, Nishizaka Park became the memorial complex that exists
today. The interweaving of Catholicism and the official regime of heritage management continued:

the memorial museum of the Twenty-Six Saints, which still occupies municipal land today, has been

33 Nagasaki-ken no Bunkazai, pp. 152.
34 Arimura (2014), pp. 123.
35 Tbid. pp. 126.
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put under the management of the Society of Jesus, and enjoys greater curatorial freedom than other
properly registered museums as an ‘institution equivalent to museum’ (hakubutsukan soto shisetsu)
under Japan’s Museum Law. The layout of the exhibition was thus made to reflect the concept of a
reliquary, where the relics of the canonised and beatified martyrs were not displayed as mere objects,
but were solemnly enshrined.36 The monument of the Twenty-Six Martyrs was visited respectively
by Pope John Paul IT in 1981 and Pope Francis in 2019, thus providing a stage for religious diplomacy
that also defined Nagasaki’s public image as a Japanese city with a distinctly Christian past.
Nevertheless, if the historical process of the creation of the modern-day image of ‘Christian Nagasak?’
is viewed in its entirety, it shall be seen that the interweaving between the two phrases ‘Christian’
and ‘Nagasaki’ is truly built upon a bordered memory of a city that was equally shaped by the early
modern influence of Christianity and the subsequent persecution thereof. ‘Christian Nagasaki’

might have been a tactical alliance across the border, but the border itself is never overwritten.
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