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The103rd ASC Seminariy e e

Where Africa's people SpeakiAtricanidansuages
in Thought; Works and life
[Speaker] Prof. John M Mugane
e UD) e 2025
[Abstract)

This talk is a journey into how African languages are learned, spoken, and
lived—not just studied. In African contexts, language is never just words; Thu

it’s people, place, memory, and power.

From classrooms to clinics, from homes to courtrooms, African languages
are everywhere—vibrant and alive. 5

40 pm. ~
10 p.m. IsD

These spaces aren’t just physical. They’re symbolic too: sites of identity, 7
resistance, and cultural affirmation.

I'll explore three dimensions of language: Thought, Work, and Life.

Venue : [Hybrid]
In Thought, we look at how African languages shape how people think, learn, . . .
and imagine the world. They carry indigenous knowledge and challenge Online : ZoomMeetlng
colonial assumptions—just think of Ngiigi wa Thiong’o’s call to decolonize the .
mind. Onsite : Room109

. ) (TUFS Research and Lecture
In Work, we see how language policies shape real outcomes in courts, .
hospitals, and tech spaces. Translation and interpretation are not just services Building 1F / Fuchu campus)
—they're economies.

In Life, language shows up in homes, markets, stories, songs, and online Language . EDgllSh

spaces. o« e .
It’s how people connect across generations and express who they are. AdmlSSIOn Fee . Free

This talk pushes back—quietly but clearly—against the idea that
African languages are fading or marginal.

They are spoken, taught, learned, and most importantly, lived.
And where they’re spoken—physically and symbolically—matters.

Because in every sense, language is a way of
being in the world.

Please register in advance

Key Words :

Africa's languages, linguistics, Language
learning, The Asmara Declaration,

Alin language learning,

Ngiigi wa Thiong’ o (Kenyan, Jan 5,1938 -
May 28, 2025)

Prof. John M. Mugane

Born in the Republic of Kenya.

From 2006 ~present, He teaches at Harvard University as
Professor of the Practice of African Languages and
Cultures and Director of the African Language Program.
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African Studies Center-TUFS (Room 401E-2, Research and Lecture Bldg.)
Email: asc@tufs.ac.jp
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Where Africa's people SpeakiAfrican llangsuages
in Thought; Works and Ilife

[3%57#% ] John M. Mugane ##% 2025
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Th e 1 O 5 th AS C S e minar Meeting of Kanto Branch of Japan Association for African Studies

“Why Coffee Needs a Geography:
Mapping Meaning from Asia to Africa”

[Speaker)] Dr.Ohsoon Yun

Special Researcher, African Studies Center TUFS

Dr. Ohsoon Yun is a geographer and coffee researcher whose Asia Coffee Road project
explores the cultural and spatial dynamics of coffee across continents. As founder of Beletu
Inc., she bridges scholarship and fieldwork, focusing on narrative, mobility, and sensory
experience in global coffee culture.

[Abstract]

While a ubiquitous global commodity, coffee’s profound influence on place and
identity often goes unexamined. This talk introduces Coffee Geography as a new
academic field that investigates how coffee’s journeys, narratives, and sensory
experiences shape spatial meanings across Asia and Africa. Drawing from human and
cultural geography, this framework positions coffee not only as a global product but as
a moving signifier—a cultural medium that acquires new meanings as it travels
between regions.

Blending narrative and sensory analysis, I argue that coffee enables the construction
of imagined geographies, linking distant places through shared tastes, stories, and
symbolic associations. By tracing coffee’s layered histories—from its African origins
to its reinvention in Asian contexts—I explore how coffee mediates belonging,

identity, and global connection.
Ethnographic examples and case studies will illustrate how everyday coffee E : O 2 ; 5

practices foster unexpected connections and remap relationships between

cultures. Ultimately, this talk calls for a more reflexive and

sensory-oriented approach to commodity studies, revealing how even a

daily drink can reshape our understanding of space, self, and the world.

Key words: Coffee Geography, Asia—Africa, Imagined Geography, ( I H l | )

Narrative Mobility, Sensory Experience

Language: English + Admission: Free ) N
Register in advance S 5 ° 40 p.m.
| 7 : 10 p.m. (s

Venue: [Hybrid]
Online: Zoom

Onsite: Room 113

(TUFS Research and Lecture
Building 1F / Fuchu campus)
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The 1 O 7th AS C S e minar Meeting of Kanto Branch of Japan Association for African Studies

“Kenya’s 2024 Gen Z Protests and the Aftermath:

Waithood and Digital Storytelling
in an Ethnic-Patronage Democracy”

[Speaker] Dr.KINYUA Laban Kithinji

(Research Fellow, African Studies Center TUFS)

Dr. Kinyua Laban Kithinji is a Research Fellow at the African Studies Center, Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies (ASC-TUFS).

He holds a PhD in Area-based Global Studies from Sophia University. His research focuses on
African politics, digital ethnography, and youths. He has also conducted ethnographic research in
Nairobi’s informal settlements. His scholarship seeks to bridge African lived experiences with
global debates on democracy, social transformation, and political participation.

[Abstract]

The 2024 Gen Z-led protests in Kenya marked a rupture in the country’s political history,
challenging entrenched ethnopolitical structures and state-controlled narratives. While the
immediate withdrawal of the Finance Bill and the dissolution of the cabinet represented
important victories, the aftermath revealed the structural fragility of sustaining a decentralised,
leaderless, and tribeless movement in a system still shaped by patronage politics and ethnic
alignments.

This paper situates the Gen Z protests within Alcinda Honwana’s concept of waithood, which
captures the prolonged socio-economic limbo in which many African youth find themselves due

to unemployment, precarity, and exclusion. 2 O 2 5

For Kenyan youth, the punitive tax regime of the 2024 Finance Bill crystallised this

condition, galvanising a generation that has “waited” too long for economic and political

inclusion. The protests thus became a collective refusal of waithood, signalling a demand

for recognition and accountability from the state. u
At the same time, the study highlights digital storytelling as the strategy that has both

mobilised and sustained the protests. Through TikTok, YouTube, podcasts, and 5 . 4.0 pm. ~
memes, young Kenyans narrated personal struggles, reframed civic identity, and built
10 p.m. 0sD

a moral community of resistance that transcended ethnic boundaries. And this
continues to date. Digital storytelling—ranging from testimonies to satire and even
rumours—has kept the protests alive online, ensuring their memory and urgency

persist beyond the streets. Venue: [Hybrld]
By foregrounding waithood and digital storytelling, this paper argues that the Online: Zoom
Gen Z protests represent more than episodic dissent. They reveal emerging .
forms of youth political mobilisation that challenge Kenya’s ethnopolitical order Onslte: Room 109
and hold the promise of redefining democratic participation through digitally
mediated forms of civic belonging. (TUFS Research and Lecture

Building 1F / Fuchu campus)

Keywords: Gen Z protests; Waithood; Digital Storytelling; Digital Activism; Ethnic
Mobilisation; Collective Action Problem; Youth Political Mobilisation; Kenya

Language: English Admission: Free

Register in advance
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African Studies Center-TUFS (Room 401E-2, Research and Lecture Bldg.)
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Th e 1 O 8 th AS C S e minar Meeting of Kanto Branch of Japan Association for African Studies

“Waithood in Motion:

Imagined futures, (im)mobilities and waiting among
Cameroonian and Ethiopian migrants’

[Speaker] Dr. Henrietta NYAMNJOH

(Resercher at University of Cape Town, Visiting Professor at African Studies Center, TUFS)

Dr Henrietta Nyamnjoh is a researcher with the Mobility and Migration Hub at the University of
Cape Town. She is a former researcher with the South-South Migration, Inequality and
Development Hub at the University of Cape Town. She holds a PhD and an MPhil from Leiden
University, the Netherlands. She has researched and published widely on Hometown Associations,
the migrant economy and everyday lives, the appropriation of Information and Communication
Technologies (ICT), among migrants in South Africa, and Pentecostal religion in the context of
migration and transnational mobilities in search of faith and spiritual healing.

[Abstract]

This paper examines “waithood” — the prolonged period of waiting and
uncertainty experienced by young people — among Cameroonian and
Ethiopian migrants in Cape Town, South Africa. Drawing on multi-stage
research conducted in both home and host countries, I trace how
waithood manifests across the entire migration journey, from the
aspirations of youth in Cameroon and Ethiopia to the realities faced by
those already established in South Africa.

Challenging the idea of waithood as a static, pre-migration phase, *
this analysis reveals it as a dynamic process characterized by Frl
motion and change. I argue that waithood extends throughout the
migration journey, encompassing various forms of waiting and
uncertainty that are actively navigated by young migrants. By 5
adopting a gendered and long-term perspective, I show how
young men and women strategically adapt their planning and
leverage factors like imagined futures and migration networks in
pursuit of their goals.

q
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Venue: [Hybrid]

Ultimately, this research sheds light on the complex nature of

waithood, demonstrating that it is not simply a period of Online: Zoom

stagnation but one of significant productivity. It fosters :

resilience, collective action, and strategic planning as young Onsite: R00m102
migrants maintain hope, resilience and actively shape their lives DUBS | Feseareih mmdl Lesive

in the face of challenging circumstances. o
Building 1F / Fuchu campus)

Keywords:
Waithood in motion, migration, aspiration, imagined futures, gender,
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The 1 O 9 th AS C S e minar Meeting of Kanto Branch of Japan Association for African Studies
“An African G20 or a G20 in Africa:

A preliminary overview of 5
South Africa’s G20 Presidency

[Speaker] Dr. Tawanda SACHIKONYE

(Research consultant for the Southern African Liaison Office (SALO), South Africa)

Dr Tawanda Sachikonye obtained his PhD in Political Studies at the University of Cape Town. As a foreign
policy expert and international relations researcher, he has conducted research on South Africa’s trade and
economic diplomacy, South Africa’s relations with Zimbabwe; South Africa’s role within the region and
continent; as well as South Africa’s engagements at the United Nations Security Council. Moreover, he has
thirteen years’ experience dealing with civil society engagements pertaining to South African foreign policy
advocacy.

[Abstract]

This presentation seeks to provide a perceptive and informed overview of
South Africa’s 2025 G20 Presidency. South Africa’s leadership of the G20
marks a significant historic landmark as it is the first time an African country
has chaired the G20 forum since its inception in 1999. A special emphasis will
be placed on evaluating the extent to which South Africa’s G20 Presidency has
provided a uniquely ‘African’ G20. In this regard, the recent accession of the
African Union (AU) as a formal member of the G20 framework is particularly
noteworthy. Furthermore, South Africa’s G20 marks the end of an eventful
cycle of Global South G20 leadership; during which Indonesia (2022), India
(2023), and Brazil (2024) have strongly advocated for greater inclusion 2 O 2 5

and representation of developing countries within global economic

governance and finance institutions.
The presentation will also explore how South Africa has sought to I 2 : I ; ( ‘N} ed)
advocate for the African “developmental agenda” whilst also trying

to consolidate broader South-South and North-South (including
enhanced Japan-South Africa partnership) multilateral cooperation 5
within a fraught and challenging international context.

40 pm. ~

Ultimately, the presentation will attempt to assess what the 7 ° 10 p'm° JsD
legacy of South Africa’s G20 might be in terms of:
@ amplifying the AU’s voice within global economic governance forums; . c
# adequately addressing Africa’s increasingly adverse and unsustainable Venue: [Hybrld]
debt levels; : .
® ensuring that Africa’s pressing human capital needs are firmly placed on Onhne' Zoom
the G20’s agenda going forwarfi; ' ' ' Onsite: Room 103
# challenges (including how the incoming G20 Chair, the United States, (TUFS R h and Lect
has opposed South Africa’s G20 leadership); and o Stet G SIS
® ordinary African citizens’ perception of South Africa’s historic G20 Building 1F / Fuchu Campus)
Presidency.

Keywords: South Africa, G20 Presidency, African, African Union, debt,
human capital, global economic governance, multilateral cooperation.
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The 1 1 1 th AS C S e minar Meeting of Kanto Branch of Japan Assoc

The many meanings of ‘indigeno
lessons from South Afric

[Speaker] Dr. Rafael VERBUYST

Rafael Verbuyst is a historian and anthropologist. He is a Junior Postdoctoral
Researcher at Ghent University’ s History Department and a Senior Research
Affiliate at the Faculty of Humanities at the University of Johannesburg. His
research focuses on post-apartheid South Africa, settler colonialism,
indigeneity, and ethnographic methodology.

[Abstract]

The concept ‘indigenous’ is notoriously ambiguous, especially in
Africa. Drawing on ethnographic research in South Africa, I argue that
this ambiguity stems from a divide between ‘indigenous’ and
‘non-indigenous’ that revolves around three problematic axes: N
pristineness vs. modernity; prior occupants vs. latecomers; inclusion vs.
exclusion. These oppositions have long histories and remain
commonplace. They are upheld for a variety of reasons and by a 2 O 2 6

diverse set of actors, including by those who identify as indigenous.

I suggest an alternative analytical framing of ‘indigenous’ that is
not rooted in identity, belonging, or even history. Building on 3 5 (Th )
scholarship advocating for a relational understanding of u

indigeneity, I argue that ‘indigenous’ should be understood as a

contemporary form of marginalization within a specifically 4 : 00 p.m. ~
settler-colonial constellation. Settler colonialism is the type of

structural oppression that ensues when settlers establish 5 . 3 O p.m. (JST)
permanent settlements beyond their metropole, as happened

in South Africa. A settler-colonial lens is not without pitfalls, Venue: [Hybrid]

but it allows us to better appraise the grievances of indigenous .

activists and nuance the implications for people who arguably Online: Zoom

do not fit that category. As such, I posit that my framework can Onsite: ROOIII]_O 2
reduce the temperature in what are often highly contentious (TUFS Research and Lecture

and unproductive debates. Building 1F / Fuchu campus)
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	102ndASCセミナーPDF.pdf
	NewFlyer103rdASCSeminar.pdf
	103-ASCセミナー英語版.pdf
	103-ASCセミナー日本語版.pdf

	104-ASCセミナーJ.pdf
	105回ASCセミナーPDF.pdf
	106_ASCセミナー英語版.pdf
	106_ASCセミナー日本語版.pdf

	106_ASCセミナー早川日本語版_compressed.pdf
	107thASCSeminarflyer.pdf
	107_ASCセミナー日本語版.pdf
	107_ASCセミナー英語版.pdf

	108thASCセミナー両面.pdf
	108_ASCセミナー英語版.pdf
	108_ASCセミナー日本語版.pdf

	109thASC Flyer両面.pdf
	109_ASCセミナー日本語版.pdf
	109_ASCセミナー英語版.pdf

	110_ASCセミナー日本語版.pdf

	111th_ASCセミナー.pdf
	The111th_ASCセミナー日本語版.pdf
	111th_ASCセミナー英語版.pdf


