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"y Materiality of Lives
-86 materials, 27 elements and 4 lives
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' : " Materiality of Lives -86 materials, 27 elements and 4 lives
1..- - by Imoto, Harumichi Oka, Motoki Kato, Kinyua, Kahoko Konno,
r

Ryota Suzuki, Aika Tejima, Sumire Fujiwara, Hanae Miyazaki
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This work restructures the materials and elements of rebuilt houses, showcasing how residents creatively

adapted limited resources to recreate their living environments and pride of their lives. Through
confronting materials and elements, we are going to understand about the lives after the forced eviction.

Rebuilding Home and Dignity
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Rebuilding Home and Dignity
by Noguchi, Shiino, Imoto, Kinyua
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This project documents the rebuilding process through interviews and 360-degree panoramic photos. The

interviews, focusing on the residents' experiences of forced eviction, are embedded into a virtual tour of their living
spaces, allowing visitors to explore the interiors and exteriors of their homes while listening to their life stories.

The Scenes of Mukuru
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(Students enrolled in the African Studies 1 at TUFS and
the Special Lecture (African Families and Kinship) at
Sophia University by Prof. Shiino)
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What is daily life like for those who returned to rebuild their homes in Mukuru Kwa Njenga, the informal
settlement that forms the backdrop to this exhibition, following forced evictions? To help visitors

understand Mukuru and the lives of its people, students selected photographs from the project team's
collection and wrote about their thoughts, aiming to convey every aspect of life there.
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The exhibition ‘Tales after Forced Eviction: Home, Resilience, Return, and
Reconstruction’ , documents a project in Mukuru Kwa Njenga, Nairobi,
Kenya, where residents whose houses were forcibly evicted returned to
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their original land and rebuilt their dwellings. It is a collaborative project
involving specialists in art, architecture, political science, and
socio-cultural anthropology.

The exhibition comprises three sections: Materiality of Lives, Rebuilding
Home and Dignity, and The Scenes of Mukuru. It presents the residents’
resilience and spirit of creative reuse while also examining urban land
use, poverty, administrative issues, the environment faced by young
people, and the challenges faced by families and women straddling rural
and urban areas.

In this age, saturated with nonstop digital content—where global events
stream into our phones and laptops by the minute—we risk becoming
desensitized to the photographs and images before us. However, in this
exhibition, by listening to the narratives of six individuals and viewing
alongside the fragments of objects brought back from the site that once
existed within people's living spaces, we hope visitors will gain some sense
of Mukuru as a reality, sparks their imagination, and broadens their
personal insights into the diverse issues raised. The exhibition also seeks to
provoke a re-thinking and reflection of disaster recovery and regional
revitalization in Japan, offering perspectives that encourage reflection on
sustainable societies and global human rights challenges.
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The Exhibition Commemorative Symposium ‘Forced Evictions, Urban Informality and Urban ‘Hustling’
Co-organized by ILCAA Joint Research Project Ethnography on Youth 'hustles' in Eastern Africa:

their imagination and practice
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Saturday, December 6, 2025 13:00 —17:00
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Venue: Exhibition room, Ground Floor, Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa (ILCAA),
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

FHITE No reservation required

SINER Admission Free
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Fuchu-shi Asahi-cho 3-11-1, Tokyo, 183-8534, JAPAN

Exhibition room, Ground Floor, Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa(ILCAA),
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies(TUFS)

BEWADE Contact E-mail: wakana@aa.tufs.ac.jp Phone: 042-330-5600 (ILCAA)



